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We are God’s children called to seek, share, teach, and continue to experience the Word of God.   
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Luke 12:34  
 
There is one subject most preachers avoid preaching about—much less write about—because they 
feel it is too controversial.  They are aware that the subject has the potential to be the source of 
dissension and anguish.  The paradox is they also are aware that unless they preach and write about 
it, it will usually end up being a problem.  Of course, the subject is money.  People are sometimes 
surprised to learn that Jesus talked more about money than he talked about anything else, except the 
Kingdom of God.  Jesus talked more about money than he talked about helping others.  He talked 
more about money than he talked about how we serve God.  When he did talk about money, he was 
talking about all of those things.  How we understand and how we use money has a great deal to do 
with how we express love, help others, and serve God.  This understanding and others in this article 
come from the book, “Words for the Journey,” by Martin Copenhaver and Anthony B. Robinson. 
 
In searching for some reference material to help us understand the theology of money and how it 
relates to our faith, I came across this book, and like a gift from God, it spoke to the very heart of my 
quest.  Many people think that Jesus did not like money.  Citing the story of the rich man and Jesus in 
Matthew 19:23-24: “Truly I tell you, it will be hard for a rich person to enter the kingdom of heaven. 
Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich 
to enter the kingdom of God.”  Some will misquote the Bible by saying, “Money is the root of all evil.” 
Actually, it reads: “The love of money is the root of all evil.” 1Timothy 6:10.  Note the difference: 
money itself is not evil, money is neutral.  Money is a touchy subject because of its importance and 
what it can do.  Money has the power to heal and to destroy.  Money has the power to join together 
and to separate.  Money can be used to classify the “haves” and the “have nots.”  Money can be used 
for good or evil.  Our attitude towards money can be faithful or sinful.  There is a great deal at stake in 
how we use and understand money. 
 
The question is never “Do I have enough money?”  The answer to that question will always be “No.”  
The question is “How are we being good stewards of our money?”  One of the realities of money is 
we do not own it.  Money, like all things earthly, is a gift from God.  I cannot answer why he or she 
does not have all the money he or she needs.  The question (or the answer) does not impact the 
bigger question of “Are we being good stewards?”  
 
This article is written at a time when our financial status is precarious, and we begin to consider our 
budget for 2012.  There will be some difficult conversations and even more difficult decisions that will 
need to be made.  The purpose of this article is not to “guilt” you in to giving more when the offering 
plate comes around.  Rather, I am hoping that we all will have prayerful reflections and listen to God’s 
small voice as we discern whether our giving is a true reflection of our faith.  Are our gifts given with 
the understanding they are the hands and feet of Jesus?  The things Jesus talked about: feeding the 
hungry, clothing the naked, being a brother or sister to all we meet—those things can be done 
through our tithes and offerings.  Our tithes and offerings are not separate from our faith; they are 
manifestations of our faith. 
 
I believe Salem’s financial situation will improve.  This church has a long, rich history.  I am sure if we 
are honest, Salem has gone through some tough economic times before.  We will get through this 
one.  I also believe our nation will get better.  I wish I could tell you when.  However, I live in hope.  I 
live in the belief that God gave us all the talents and tools to work through our difficulties.  Maybe we 
should write our own Psalms of lament—crying out to God for His intervention. 
 
I hope you will join me in prayer for our congregation that we may be joyful givers and doers of our 
faith.  Amen. 

Blessings, 
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 (Suggested Readings: Luke 11:33-36 and Luke 9:23-26)  
�
�

Our lives are bombarded by advertisements.  Each advertisement designed to entice us into buying, 
joining, or subscribing.  While we are well versed in avoiding the temptation, the instant we look or 
listen, the question that comes to our mind is “Is it worth the cost?”  This simple question is before us all 
the time—whether or not we should go to school or work each morning or whether we should have the 
second piece of pie.   
 
The question is logical and relevant, even in our relationship to Christ.  Is our relationship worth the 
cost?  First, let us examine the cost.  The cost is way past sticker shock when we give this relationship 
to the cashier—we are told firmly that it will cost everything we have, all we are, and all we will ever be.  
Wow!  It is time to reveal the value of this relationship before we set it aside.  This relationship is tailor 
made for you by God, who created everything and who made all the indestructible stuff the world is 
made of—things that can change form but are never really destroyed.  This relationship will fit you 
perfectly and always will.  Perhaps the greatest selling point is that it did cost God everything.  There is 
no higher treasure.  Since authentic testimony from fulfilled customers is so effective in the world of 
commerce, our witness should be effective as well. 
 
How many people have considered this relationship and have set it aside upon seeing the cost?  By 
word, deed, joy, peace, and love, we are called to be witnesses to our own personal relationship with 
our Savior.  It sounds simple enough—one price, never a sale, one per customer—it is just as perfect 
as we want it to be.  Then save the best for last: “In my wildest imagination, I would never take it back!” 

 
Share the light and the life! 
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*************************************************** *************************************************** *********************************

 

 

Happy Thanksgiving (month)!!!  What a great fall we have had!  Such great 
weather, great sports, and now we are heading into great family time.  There 
is so much to be thankful for, and I hope we all remember to be thankful now 
and in the months to come.  Be Thankful!  

 
Our big event for this month is the Turkeyfest, and I am super excited!  We also have created an 
opportunity to raise money for the youth to be applied to their trips next year!  Yes, we are already 
starting fundraising, but more importantly this event will not happen without all the youth!  
  
Youth: 
 

�  You need to be present for the Turkeyfest on Sunday, November 13, right after church.  
�  You need to sell tickets, which you need to get from me ASAP.   
�  You will need to bring a dessert made with “apple” or “pumpkin.”  Ex: Apple Pie, Pumpkin Pie, 

Chocolate Chip Pumpkin Cookies, Apple Crisp, Apple Turnovers, Apple Cake… or any other 
edible “apple” or “pumpkin” thing you can come up with.  

�  I will decorate the Parish Hall on Saturday, November 12, at 9:00 a.m.  If any of you are willing 
or wanting to help, please let me know!  

�  We will continue our study of “Who Needs A Superhero: Finding Virtue, Vice, and What’s Holy 
in the Comics.”   So come to Youth Group!  

 
Youth Group Meetings: 
 

�  Middle School � Tuesdays from 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 
�  High School �  Wednesdays from 7:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 

 
November Events: 
 

�  Friday, November 4 �  Darrin Reinhardt’s Birthday!!! 
�  Friday, November 11 �  Veterans’ Day (No School)  
�  Saturday, November 12 �  Decorate for Turkeyfest at 9:00 a.m. 
�  Sunday, November 13 �  Turkeyfest at 12:00 p.m. 
�  November 18-27 �  Corinne Gone (No Youth Group Meetings) 
�  November 24 �  Happy Thanksgiving! 
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Office Hours  ��� �   Monday – Wednesday:  10:15 a.m. – 2:15 p.m. 



Church Council Meeting Summary 
 

October 13, 2011 
 
 

 

�  The meeting was called to order by President Carol Reckman.  Present were Pastor Amiri,  
Ken Suhre, Dennis Conrad, Dave Riechmann, Laura Muench, Dan Dauderman, Steve 
Stille, Leon Uhe, Kathy Porter, Doris Driscoll and LaVerne Bloemker.   

�  Minutes of the September 8, 2011 meeting were approved. 
�  The Treasurer’s Report was approved.  Payment of bills in the amount of $14,480.08 was 

approved. 
�  Fees in the wedding policy were reviewed and several changes were made.  A copy of the 

revised wedding brochure will be available in the church office. 
�  The next regular meeting will be held on Thursday, November 10, 2011, at 7:00 p.m. 

 
Note:  The approved minutes of all Church Council m eetings are available in the church office. 

 

 
*************************************************** *************************************************** ********************************* 

 

From the Salem Church Council & Stewardship Committee: 
 

Recently, the Stewardship Committee expressed some concerns regarding Salem's status of actual 
giving being less than projected.  This has resulted in the depletion of our reserves; we now anticipate 
an even more serious situation.  There were some who responded to the concerns expressed earlier 
and those efforts are greatly appreciated.   
 
The Salem Church Council and the Stewardship Committee are asking for two things: 
 

1. Your prayers to guide us through this difficult time. 
2. You give prayerful consideration to the capacity of giving affordable to your household  
    and to potentially adjust your giving. 

 
Thank you for your consideration and may God continue to bless our congregation. 

 
*************************************************** *************************************************** ********************************* 

 

Free Flu Shots & Alhambra Health Fair 
 

 

On Friday, November 4, at the Alhambra Township Park Hall from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  and 5:00 
p.m. to 7:00 p.m., there will be free flu shots available for residents of the Village of Alhambra and 
Alhambra Township.  These shots are courtesy of the Alhambra Township Board.  You may sign-up 
in the passageway or call Freddie Riepshoff at 488-7603 to sign-up.  The Alhambra Health Fair will 
be from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. and will offer free blood pressure checks, blood glucose, bone density, 
chiropractic checks, audiologist, optometry, strength testing, and many free samples.����

����

 
*************************************************** *************************************************** ********************************* 
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(September Fund Activity as of 09/30/2011) 
�

 
Account Name   Current Activity 
 
General Fund Beginning Balance  

 
12,650.20  

   Income   
Offering – Loose  4,580.00  
Offering – Envelopes  9,699.00  
Miscellaneous Offering                (751.43) 
Facility Use Donations  0.00  
Miscellaneous Receipts – Other  436.50  
Interest Income – General Fund  1.43  
Benevolence Received  541.00  
Total General Fund Income  14,506.50  
   Expense  

 Salaries  8,324.01  
Employee Benefits  4,060.10  
Maintenance/Property Services  55.03  
Insurance  2,920.89  
Utilities  2,036.25  
Supplies-General  562.13  
Professional Expense  328.56  
Miscellaneous                (363.70) 
Worship  290.01  
Christian Education  174.09  
Evangelism  156.95  
Stewardship  0.00  
Stephen's Ministry  0.00  
Benevolence Paid  2,941.84  
Total General Fund Expenses  21,486.16  

   Transfer (to) from Reserve              (3,000.00) 
General Fund Ending Balance  

 
$2,670.54  

   
Memorial Fund Beginning Balance   16,571.66  
Bequests-Memorial Fund – Income   99.00  
Honorariums-Memorial Fund – Income     225.00  
Memorial Fund Expense – Music  (200.60) 
Memorial Fund Expense (Krueger Memorial)  (433.97) 
Memorial Fund Ending Balance  

 
$16,261.09  

   Building Fund Beginning Balance  
 

6,866.35  
Building Fund Offering – Income   1,095.00  
Parking Lot – Expense   (4,500.00) 
Building Fund Ending Balance   $3,461.35  
   
Music Maintenance Fund Balance           (No Activity)  $942.00  
   
Sabbatical Fund Balance                          (No Activity)  $8,665.17  

  
Endowment Fund Balance                        (No Activity)  $57,291.91  

   Investment Fund Beginning Balance  
 

136,465.07  
Change in Market Value – Church Sec. Fund  (8,266.90) 
Investment Fund Ending Balance   128,198.17  

   
Mission Matching Fund Beginning Balance   108,360.53  
Change in Market Value – Mission Match  (7,751.03) 
Mission Matching Fund Ending  Balance  

 
$100,609.50  

   Reserve Fund Beginning Balance  
 

           (2,858.30) 
Interest Income – Reserve Fund  9.67  
Transfer from (to) General Fund  3,000.00  
Reserve Fund Ending Balance**   $151.37  

   
Other Restricted Fund Balance               (No Activity)  $1,200.00  
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(November 6, November 13, & November 20)    /    (November 27) 
��������

 November 6  November 13  November 20  November 27  
 

Gathering Room 
 

Opening 
8:45 – 9:00 a.m. 

Opening 
8:45 – 9:00 a.m. 

Opening 
8:45 – 9:00 a.m. 

Opening 
8:45 – 9:00 a.m. 

 

God’s Oasis 
(Storytelling/Drama) 

 

1st & 2nd 3rd & 4th 5th & 6th ----------- 

 

Scribe’s Den 
(Craft Room) 

 

Pre-K/K 5th & 6th 3rd & 4th ----------- 

 

Faith Island 
(Parish Hall Upstairs – Music) 

 

5th & 6th Pre-K/K 1st & 2nd ----------- 

 

Disciples’ Dune 
(Parish Hall Downstairs – Science) 

 

3rd & 4th  1st & 2nd Pre-K/K ----------- 

 

Gathering Room 
(Media) 

 

----------- ----------- ----------- 
ALL: 

Pre-K – 6th  
 

Gathering Room 
 

Closing 
9:40 – 9:45 a.m. 

Closing 
9:40 – 9:45 a.m. 

Closing 
9:40 – 9:45 a.m. 

Closing 
9:40 – 9:45 a.m. 

����
All children will start in the Gathering Room at 8: 45 a.m. 

After the opening gathering, the children will be led to their specific workshop by their shepherds. 
Please pick up your child in the Gathering Room at 9:45 a.m. 

 
*************************************************** *************************************************** ********************************* ����
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WANTED:   Cookies & Other Goodies  
 

Kids for Christ (KFC) will meet after church on Sunday, November 13, to assemble care packages for 
the servicemen and servicewomen.  We need your help in collecting items for the care packages.  
We are looking for cookies, playing cards, candy, gum, notebooks, pens, stamps, and anything else 
you can think of.  Also, we are going to try to package individual items in Pringle cans to help prevent 
things from getting squished in the box, so if you have any empty Pringle cans please fill them up with 
goodies and bring them in.  All donations for the care packages may be left in the Resource Room by 
Sunday, November 13.  We appreciate your support! 
 
*************************************************** *************************************************** ********************************* 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
*************************************************** *************************************************** ********************************* 
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We would like to thank the Alhambra Morning Glories 4H Club for their display in the historical 
cabinet.  Their display is “Celebrating 70 Years.”  Their anniversary day was held here at Salem in 
August.  The display shows their many activities and awards.  Thanks again to the Alhambra Morning 
Glories 4H Club for their service to the youth of our community 
 

Salem Historical Committee 
 

*************************************************** *************************************************** *********************************  
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(Age 3 & Under �  FREE) 
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The dinner includes: baked turkey, dressing,  
mashed potatoes & gravy, green beans, bread, and de ssert 

�
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Thank you to all who helped in any way and to all w ho participated 
in the fun at Salem’s 4th Annual Trunk-or-Treat on Sunday, October 23. 

 
We had 17 cars participate in the Trunk-or-Treat and approximately 100 people attend.  The 
adults enjoyed passing out treats to all the kids, and the kids had fun playing games to receive 
their treats.  After the Trunk-or-Treat, we all enjoyed a light meal of hotdogs, chili, chips, desserts, 
and punch.  After the meal, we awarded attendance prizes and announced the trunk/game 
contest winners and the winners of the candy guessing games.  The best “faith based” decorated 
trunk winners were Lawrence & Judy Henschen with the theme, “Every Day Is a Homerun with 
Jesus.”  The best “theme” decorated trunk winner was Amanda Brase with the theme, “Haunted 
House.”  The trunk winner with the best “game” was Gale Bolen.  Congratulations to our winners!   

 

Thanks again to all who entered their trunks in the Trunk-or-Treat!   
We could not have had a successful Trunk-or-Treat without you!  Thanks again. 

 
Also, a special thank you to the following for dona tions  

consisting of time, money, gift certificates, prize s, & candy: 
 

Alhambra-Grantfork Communications, DK’s Market, Highland Wal-Mart Supercenter,  
Hitz Memorial Home, Maedge’s Mini Mart, Main Street Galaxy, Anonymous Donors, &  

Salem UCC’s Supporters:  Board of Christian Education, Men’s Fellowship, Women’s Guild  
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Salem UCC’s 5th Annual Trunk-or-Treat ��� �  Sunday, October 21, 2012 
 

*************************************************** *************************************************** ******************************* 

 

The 7th Grade Confirmation Class Thanks You!!! 
 
We want to give everyone a great big thank you for your support in our Highland Food Pantry mission 
project.  Our class delivered the items to the food pantry and was given a tour of the food pantry.  We 
donated 338 pounds of items and 16 coats.  The Highland Food Pantry was very grateful, and we 
know that all the donations will be put to good use.  Thanks again for all your support! 
 
*************************************************** *************************************************** ******************************* 
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The committee working on the Holiday Food Baskets for Thanksgiving and Christmas is asking for 
your help.  The committee does use “The Boy Scouts’ Scouting for Food” that is collected in 
November but could still use additional items.   
 

Some items that are needed are: 
 

Any kind of Diabetic Food (jelly or canned fruit in juice, not heavy syrup) 
 

Canned Meat (other than tuna or mackerel, we get plenty from the Scouting for Food) 
 

Baking Soda 
Beef Stew  
Brown Sugar 
Cereal  
Chicken & Dumplings 
Coffee (Small)  
Flour 

Granulated Sugar  
Instant Potatoes  
Kool-Aid with Sugar  
Peanut Butter  
Plain Pasta  
Powdered Sugar 
Rice 

Cleaning Products  
Detergent   
Dish Soap  
Light Bulbs 
Paper Towels  
Tissues  
Toilet Paper  

Bar Soap  
Hair Conditioner 
Mouthwash 
Shampoo  
Toothbrushes  
Toothpaste 

 
If you do not want to do the shopping, monetary donations will be accepted and will be used to 
purchase the items needed.  We can use about anything.  If you have any questions contact Dawna 
Mize, Paige Basler, or Mary Reinhardt.  We thank you for all of your help in making the Holidays 
wonderful for others.  Items are needed on or before Wednesday, November 16. 
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The Food Basket Committee is putting together a list of people who 
need help feeding themselves and their families.   If you know of 
someone or of a family who needs a little bit of help, please call 
Mary Reinhardt at (618) 488-7745. 
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We received our Neighbors in Need Offering on Sunday, October 2.  We collected a total of $221.00.  
The Neighbors In Need offering supports the UCC’s Ministries of justice and compassion throughout 
the United States.  Thank you to all who supported this special offering. 
 
*************************************************** *************************************************** *********************************  
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Do you remember the reason why we, Salem UCC, celebrate Harvest Home?  Harvest Home was 
started to thank God for the harvest season in the fall.  People would bring food items to church and 
place them on the tables in the front of the church for a good cause, such as Hoyleton Children’s 
Home.  There used to be many boxes of potatoes, apples, and home canned fruits and vegetables to 
be shared as a way of saying thanks.  Sunday, November 6, and Sunday, November 13, will be 
Harvest Home Sundays and anyone wishing to bring food items to share will be greatly appreciated.  
Home canned foods are no longer accepted.  Harvest Home Sundays will coincide with Mission 1.   

 
*************************************************** *************************************************** *********************************  

 

MISSION: 1 
 

“That They May All Be One” is the motto of the United Church of Christ taken from John 17:21.  For 
eleven days in November, we will be focusing on Mission 1 : ONE UNITED CHURCH on a shared 
mission for 11 powerful days to feed the hungry and confront food-related injustice. 
 

In 11 days, the United Church of Christ will collect more than 1 MILLION ITEMS OF HEALTHY FOOD 
and other household items for local food banks and outreach services. 
 

In 11 days, the United Church of Christ will make an extra-special push to gather online contributions 
of more than $111,111 DOLLARS for Neighbors in Need, offerings that will be shared for hunger-
action purposes with agencies of justice and compassion throughout the United States. 
 

In 11 days, the United Church of Christ will offer more than 11,111 LETTERS to Congress asking our 
government to reform U.S. foreign assistance in a way that more effectively benefits hungry and poor 
people worldwide. 
 

And throughout the 11 days, the UCC's Justice and Witness Ministries will organize church-member 
delegations to meet with Members of Congress to bring attention to our church’s concern about 
hunger at home and abroad. 
 

Most importantly, our UCC motto and Jesus' prayer "that they may all be 1" will become a focused, 
concerted mission emphasis across the whole United Church of Christ to educate ourselves and one 
another about food-related policy issues through sermons, seminars, and conversations; to advocate 
on behalf of hungry people at home and around the world; to raise money for hunger-action 
purposes; and to share bread—and tuna, and peanut butter, and vegetables, and cereal with our 
neighbors in need. 
 

The world needs the distinct values, vision, and voice of the United Church of Christ—Continuing 
Testament.  Extravagant Welcome.  Changing Lives.  This is MISSION: 1. 
 

Salem’s goal is for everyone—men, women, and children—to bring 11 items to church.  We will 
display the items on the altar as part of our Harvest Home Sundays.  Our goal is to collect 1,111 
items.  If you would prefer to make an $11.00 donation, please mark the memo of your check 
“MISSION: 1”.  Let’s work together to reach our goal of 1,111 items for our local food pantries! 
 

 
*************************************************** *************************************************** ********************************* ����

 

Thanksgiving Envelope Designation 
 

In November, any funds received in the “Thanksgiving” envelopes will be donated to Emmaus 
Homes.  This faith-based mission of families, staff and volunteers, work together to provide 
compassionate care to adults with developmental disabilities in the St. Louis metropolitan area.  
Emmaus provides safe, comfortable homes for 250 residents at its campuses in St. Charles, 
Missouri, and Marthasville, Missouri, as well as in homes in surrounding communities. 
 

Special envelopes labeled “Emmaus” also will be available in the Narthex.  Thank you in advance for 
supporting this mission of the United Church of Christ.                           ~ The Stewardship Committee 
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On Sunday, November 20, we will celebrate Totenfest.   
Totenfest is the day on which we pause to remember those who have died in the last year. 

 

You all are invited to remember these friends and family: 
 

Dale Bloemker, Luella Boedicker, Esther Boda, Ewald  Demkey,  
Michael Donohoo, Ted Henkhaus, Glenn Huber, Don Koc h, Evelyn Krueger,  

Donna Nasalroad, Betty Olive, Vigil Suhre, Bob Volz,  & Bob Zink 

 
*************************************************** *************************************************** ********************************* 

����

HANGING OF THE GREENS 
 

Come and be a part of preparing the sanctuary for Christmas.  We will decorate on Saturday, 
November 26, beginning at 9:00 a.m.  Lunch will be provided, and childcare will be available upon 
request.  Whether you have a whole day or one hour to help, your help would be greatly appreciated.  
We hope to make this a time in which we prepare not only our church for Christmas but our hearts 
and minds as well. 
 
*************************************************** *************************************************** *********************************  

�

����	
��������
����	��
����
	��
 
 

We are honored to have the Highland High School Madrigal singers joining us for worship on Sunday, 
November 27.  The Highland High School Madrigals is a group of auditioned singers who perform 
music from the Renaissance period.  They also dress in period costumes and perform many concerts 
in the area.  This choir is under the direction of Lori Ruebhausen. 
 
*************************************************** *************************************************** ********************************* 
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Mark your calendars for a fun-filled Family Advent Workshop event being planned for Sunday, 
November 27, beginning at 4:00 p.m.  We will gather in the Sanctuary to sing Christmas carols.  
Afterwards, we will go to assigned areas to do a family craft.  Then we will proceed to the Parish Hall 
for a potluck dinner.  The evening will conclude with a presentation including a puppet skit.  Please 
sign-up your family or call the church office, so we have the correct amount of craft kits.  The event is 
being sponsored by the Evangelism Committee, and everyone is welcome to attend. 

 
*************************************************** *************************************************** ********************************* 

 

Boar’s Head Festival on Sunday, December 11, at 4:00 p.m. 
 
We have 20 tickets reserved for this annual 
event held at Immanuel Lutheran Church in St. 
Charles, Missouri.  The event is free but a free-
will offering will be taken during the 
performance.  
 
The festival has its roots in pagan feasts in 
which the boar was first served.  The colorful 
ceremony of the Boar’s Head became a part of 
the Christian celebration in the great manor 
houses of the Middle Ages.  The Christian 
church endowed the ceremony with symbolic 
meaning and elevated it to the service of God, 
thereby enriching the lives of all it touched. 
 
In medieval England, the boar was a ferocious 
beast and sovereign of the forest, a danger 

and menace to man, and therefore the symbol 
of evil.  The presentation of the boar’s head at 
Christmastime signified the triumph of the 
Christ Child over sin.  The festival has become 
a tradition at Immanuel Lutheran in which the 
entire congregation takes part.   
 
We will gather here at Salem at 2:00 p.m. to 
carpool.  After the pageant, we will have 
supper together on Main Street in historic St. 
Charles, Missouri.  If you would like to attend 
this special event, please either sign-up on the 
table outside the office or call the church office.  
We only have 20 tickets, and they will go fast. 
 
You will not forget the music and pageantry of 
this event as you prepare for Christmas. 

 



********************************************** 
 

Dear Salem Members, 
  

Thank you very much for the expressions of 
sympathy, memorial contributions, food, and 
cards.  We appreciate all that was done during 
our difficult time. 
  

The Demkey Family 
 
 

********************************************** 
 

Dear Salem Members, 
 

I want to thank you for the cards, prayers, food, 
visits, and calls after I came home from the 
hospital.  I also want to thank Pastor Jerry for 
having prayer with my kids before my surgery, 
which meant a lot to all of us.  Everything was 
greatly appreciated.  Thank you. 
 

Pat Hinton       
 
                              

********************************************** 
 

Dear Salem Friends, 
 

We send our heartfelt thanks to the members of 
Salem for their generous thoughtfulness shared 
with our family during Virgil's final days.  We are 
most grateful for the folk hosting and sharing 
the fellowship meal and time after the memorial 
service.  We are very thankful for the support of 
time and monies Salem has shared with Hitz 
Home, as Virgil's last few days were 
there.  Over the years, this ministry has been 
very important for the Alhambra community.   
 

With appreciation and thanksgiving,  
The Virgil Suhre Family 
 

 

********************************************** 
 

Dear Salem United Church of Christ, 
 

We cannot tell you how much your donation of 
$850.84 means to us.  Knowing there are kind 
people helping us through these challenging 
times means the world to us. 
 

Thank you for your generosity in our time of 
need and your support as we rebuild. 
 

Sincerely, 
Joplin Schools 
 
 

********************************************** 
 
 

********************************************** 
 

On Sunday, October 16, Salem hosted the 
Madison County Firefighters’ Memorial Service. 
WOW!  This memorial service was amazing!   
 

I just want to thank Pastor Jerry for putting this 
great service together and to Pastor John and 
the firefighters for doing such a great job 
delivering it!  Also, I want to thank to all those 
who had a big or little part in the before, during, 
and after preparation of this service.  You all did 
God well!  
 

Thanks, 
Cindy Henschen 
Worship Committee Chair 
 
 

********************************************** 
 

PASTORAL RELATIONS COMMITTEE 
 

The Pastoral Relations Committee is always 
ready to hear ideas and suggestions.  Members 
of the committee are: 
 

�  Bev Engelke  488-6922 
�  Rick Porter  675-3985 
�  Dave Renken 633-2469 

 
********************************************** 

 

Open House at Hitz Memorial Home 
 

 

Hitz Memorial Home will host an Open House 
to debut their new private nursing home suites.  
The Open House will be on Saturday, 
November 5, from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 
 
********************************************** 

 

From the Ecuador Partnership Committee 
 

The Ecuador Partnership Committee is 
compiling a list of people willing to donate their 
frequent flyer miles to buy a one-way or round 
trip ticket to Ecuador for a team leader.  As 
soon as we know the dates of future trips, we 
will contact people on the list and arrange for 
them to purchase a ticket.  If you are willing to 
participate in this process, please contact me at 
rmfranke@sbcglobal.net or 618-656-2316.   
 

Roseanne Franke 
 
********************************************** 
 
 

Sometimes It’s Hard to Ask for Help 
 
We are brought up to be strong, self-sufficient, independent people. We 
tend to think if we ask for help, it is a sign of weakness.  So we try to 
keep our struggles hidden, stuffed deep inside.  However, this is not 
God's plan.  Galatians 6:2 says, "Bear one another's burdens, and so 
fulfill the law of Christ."  God wants us to care for others and allow 
others to care for us in our time of need. 
 
If you are sad or struggling inside, do not suffer alone.  Ask for help.  We have a team of Stephen 
Ministers who are ready to listen, care, encourage, pray, and help you through a tough time. (It is 
confidential too!)  Find out more about Stephen Ministry by talking with one of our Stephen Leaders 
listed below.  Our Stephen Ministers are there to care!� 
 

Rev. Jerry Amiri: (O) 618-488-3215 / (C) 636-328-3332 
Pastor John Mindrup: (C) 618-409-3941/ Betty DeLaurenti: (C) 618-973-0572 
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November 6 
 

 

November 13 
 

November 20 

 

November 23 
 

November 27 

 

Sarah Doubet 
Julia Hobbs�

 

Tammy Burton 
Christie Hampton 

�

  
Richelle Ernst 

Jill Verson 
 

No  
Nursery Attendants 

Scheduled����

 

Scott Demkey 
Krista Mansholt 

 
 

*************************************************** *************************************************** ********************************* 
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Men’s Fellowship Officers: 
 

�  President – Lewis Knackstedt 
�  Vice-President – Delmar Korsmeyer 
�  Secretary – Leon Uhe 
�  Treasurer – Lawrence Henschen 

Women’s Guild Officers: 
 

�  President – Lorene Knackstedt 
�  Vice-President – Verna Gilley 
�  Secretary – Carol Amiri 
�  Treasurer – Lorene Uhe 

 
Next Meeting of the Men’s Fellowship & Women’s Guil d: 

 

Thursday, November 17, 2011, at 7:00 p.m. 
Pastor Jerry Amiri will have the devotion, and there will be a memorial service. 

Lorene Uhe will bring the refreshments. 
 

November Golden Agers Are: 
 

Edith Ruehrup on November 2 
Norman Henschen on November 3 

Ken Gehrig on November 19 
Herb Schmidt on November 24 

 
Fun Day at Alhambra Care Center: 

 

Friday, November 18, 2011, at 2:00 p.m. 
Bingo prizes are needed. 

 

Hitz Memorial Home’s Tasting Bee: 
 

Friday, December 2, 2011, at 1:00 p.m. 
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The ticket prices have been raised to $9.00 for adults and carry-outs 
and $4.00 for children ages 5 to 10.  Ages 4 and under will be free.�

 

  Date         Acolytes     Greeter(s) Liturgist     Recorder                     Ushers 
 Nov. 6 
(10am) 

       Tori Lynn 
   Wyatt Reckman 

      Shirley  
    Collmann 

  Irving 
   Gray 

      Brett 
   Henschen 
 

            Sandy Ahlmeyer 
   Cindy Henschen / Susi Miller 
         Bill & Carol Reckman 

Nov. 13 
(10am) 

      Anna Brase 
    Tessa Renken       

Marvin & Elinor 
         Stille 

  Brenda 
Schlechte 

       Ron  
   Mindrup    
 

         Richelle Braundmeier 
Bob Dauderman / Shannon Hogg 
 Betty DeLaurenti / Shirley Gall 

Nov. 20 
(10am) 

 Kara Braundmeier 
  Brianna Follwell 

  Gene & Terri 
   Templeman 
 

   Scott 
 Demkey 

   Lawrence  
   Henschen    

      Doug & Nancy Heidbrink 
       Dave & Jerri Riechmann 
             Brenda Schlechte 

Nov. 23 
 (7pm) 

     No Acolytes 
      Scheduled 

 Doug & Nancy 
     Heidbrink 

    Patti 
 Reckmann 

   Lawrence 
   Henschen 

      Doug & Nancy Heidbrink 
       Dave & Jerri Riechmann 
             Brenda Schlechte 

Nov. 27 
(10am) 

    Sydney Basler 
   Barbie Meguire 

  Rick & Kathy 
        Porter 

   Aaron  
    Uhe 

       Joe 
    Bolyard 

      Dennis & Vickie Conrad 
                 Ken Gehrig 
        Ron & Mindy Mindrup 
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November 1 
Steve Roper 

Chase McGee 
 

November 2 
Edith Ruehrup 
Randy Olive 

Zack Schlechte 
Cassidy Cecco 

 

November 3 
Norman Henschen 

Shanna Uhe 
 

November 4 
Matt Reckmann 
Zach Gieseking 
Darrin Reinhardt 

 

November 5 
Lonnie Casper 

 

 

November 5 
Kathy Brink 

Debbie Reckmann 
 

November 6 
Gene Lienemann 

Gary Boda 
Debra Goestenkor 

Jed Schlechte 
 

November 7 
Betty Steiner 

Pastor John Mindrup 
Fred Stumpf 

 

November 8 
Denise Grandame 

 

November 9 
Dave Frueh 

 

 

November 11 
Danny Whitworth 
Madison Frank 

 

November 12 
Lisa Uhe 

Cooper Eyman 
 

November 13 
Neal Henschen 

Aaron Trauernicht 
Crystal Uhe 

Natalie Henschen 
 

November 14 
Brandy Soens 

Melissa  
Glassmaker-Becker 

 

November 15 
Brian Duncan 

Melanie Bonnell 
 

 
November 16 
Sharon Payne 

 

November 17 
Daniel Reckmann 

 

November 18 
Mike Donohoo 
Piper Collmann 

 

November 19 
Ken Gehrig 
Ross Abert 
Brett Bruhn 

 

November 21  
Kevin Wernle 

 

November 22  
Caitlyn Westfall 

 
 
 

 
November 24 
Herb Schmidt 
Shirley Olsen 
Keith Miller 

 

November 25 
Marilyn Eyman 
Phillip Reiman 

 

November 26 
Serena Everett 

 

November 28 
David Poggemoeller 

 

November 29 
Nancy Zweck 

 

November 30 
Dustin Gall 

Richelle Ernst 
Joe Bolyard 
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Cancer Concerns: 
 

Danny Cruthis 
Wayne Gentry 
Verna Gilley 

Norman Henschen 
Al Starko 

 

Health Concerns: 
 

Quintin Byrne (Cousin of Lisa Reinhardt) 
Helen Dugan 
Bob Dugan 

Marie Mindrup 
Fred Monk (Son-in-Law of Bob Mindrup) 

Melvin Roberts 
Toby Suhre 

 

Hitz Memorial Home: 
 

Verna Bollinger (Aunt of Donna Yates) 
Mamie Ernst 
Orlean Hosto 

Thelma Schallenberg 
Udell Wehling 

 

Alhambra Care Center: 
 

Adelia Leuscher 
 

Faith Country Side Apartments: 
 

Dorothy Knabel 
 

Glen Have Gardens of Alton: 
 

Lois Lane 
 

Eden Village: 
 

Lawrence & Hilda Ramach 

 
Our Sympathies to the Families of: 

 

 
Ewald Demkey , Husband of JoAnn Demkey  

and Father of Scott Demkey,  
who died on Thursday, September 22, 2011. 

 
Virgil Suhre , Husband of Anita Suhre,  
who died on Tuesday, October 4, 2011. 
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11/02/1984 Jim & Dawn Reagan Jr. 

11/04/1983 Darrel & Karen Landolt 

11/06/2004 Peter & Mary Babic 

11/07/2009 Bryan & Becky Becker 

11/11/1995 Mark & Kris Nagel 

11/14/1975 Larry & Carol Lacey 

11/15/1974 Mark & Janelle Gelly 

11/15/1996 Brian & Jill Verson 

11/18/1943 Lawrence & Hilda Ramach 

11/19/1982 Ralph & Kandy Buzick 

11/19/1983 Jim & Melanie Tillerson 

11/22/1956 Bob & Ruth Hosto 

11/23/1996 Chad & Tammy Burton 

11/27/1963 Kenneth & Mary Suhre 

11/27/1971 Lawrence & Judy Henschen 

11/27/1976 Dave & Jerri Riechmann 

   

�

�

������������	
����
������	
������
�

�
��������������
�
�

Capt. Derek Bright, Pvt. Todd Eyman,  
Sgt. Tom Eyman, Brian Gray, Major Jason Gray, 
Justin Leetham, Daniel Jozayt, Jason Schlechte, 

E6-1st Class Petty Officer Ember Brosin 
Kenny Randle, Kyle Thornton, Vernon Uhe   
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Derik Payne & Kristin Eveland were married  
at Salem on Saturday, September 10, 2011,  

by Pastor John Mindrup. 
 

Matthew Reckmann & Sandra Marsh  were married  
at Salem on Saturday, October 1, 2011,  

by Pastor Jerry Amiri. 
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Tuesday        Nov. 1            6:00pm Evangelism Committee Meeting 
                                                            7:00-8:30pm Middle School Youth Group 

     7:15pm Worship Committee Meeting 

Wednesday        Nov. 2               11:00am   Exercise Class 
                                   6:00pm Salem Chimes Practice 
     6:30pm Confirmation 
     6:30pm Salem Ringers Practice 
       7:30-8:30pm High School Youth Group  
     7:30pm Salem Chancel Choir Practice 

Thursday        Nov. 3            1:00pm Region 5 Meeting at Salem 
                                                                  7:00pm  BOCE Meeting 
 Friday         Nov. 4    9:00-1:00pm  Alhambra Health Fair 
 Saturday        Nov. 5      9:00-12:00pm Hitz Memorial Home’s Open House 

Sunday        Nov. 6  8:45am Salem Seekers (Sunday School)  
              10:00am Worship w/ Communion – Harvest Home Sunday
 Monday        Nov. 7    Church Office Closed 

      7:00pm Property Committee Meeting 
      7:00pm Stewardship Committee Meeting 
      7:00pm Cub Scouts Meeting               

Tuesday        Nov. 8            1:00pm           Senior Citizens    
                                           7:00-8:30pm Middle School Youth Group 
      7:00pm Stephen Ministry Meeting  

Wednesday        Nov. 9               11:00am Exercise Class 
                                   6:00pm Salem Chimes Practice 
     6:30pm Confirmation 
     6:30pm Salem Ringers Practice 
       7:30-8:30pm High School Youth Group  
     7:30pm Salem Chancel Choir Practice 

Thursday        Nov. 10     7:00pm Church Council Meeting 
Saturday        Nov. 12  9:00am Youth Group �  Decorate for Turkeyfest 

Sunday        Nov. 13  8:45am Salem Seekers (Sunday School)   
              10:00am Worship – Harvest Home Sunday 
        KFC – Prepare Care Packages after Worship   
              12:00pm   Youth Group’s Annual Turkeyfest  

Monday        Nov. 14    Church Office Closed 
Tuesday        Nov. 15     No Historical Committee Meeting 

                   7:00-8:30pm Middle School Youth Group 

Wednesday        Nov. 16             11:00am Exercise Class 
                                   6:00pm Salem Chimes Practice 
     6:30pm Confirmation 
     6:30pm Salem Ringers Practice 
       7:30-8:30pm High School Youth Group  
     7:30pm Salem Chancel Choir Practice 

Thursday        Nov. 17  7:00pm Guild & Brotherhood Meeting 
Friday         Nov. 18  9:00am December Messenger Articles Due 

Sunday        Nov. 20            8:45am Salem Seekers (Sunday School)  
              10:00am Worship – Totenfest 
      4:00pm (P)NEUMA Worship 
 Monday        Nov. 21    Church Office Closed 
      7:00pm Cub Scouts Meeting 

Tuesday        Nov. 22          No Middle School Youth Group 
Wednesday        Nov. 23             11:00am Exercise Class 
     7:00pm Thanksgiving Eve Worship   
                                       No Bells/Choirs/Confirmation/HS Youth Group  
Thursday        Nov. 24     Church Office Closed – Thanksgiving Day 
Friday         Nov. 25    Church Office Closed 
Saturday        Nov. 26  9:00am Hanging of the Greens – Lunch to Follow 
Sunday        Nov. 27            8:45am Salem Seekers (Sunday School)  

              10:00am Worship 
                4:00pm Family Advent Workshop – Potluck to Follow  

Monday        Nov. 28    Church Office Closed 
Tuesday        Nov. 29    7:00-8:30pm Middle School Youth Group 
Wednesday        Nov. 30             11:00am Exercise Class 
                                   6:00pm Salem Chimes Practice 
     6:30pm Confirmation 
     6:30pm Salem Ringers Practice 
       7:30-8:30pm High School Youth Group  
     7:30pm Salem Chancel Choir Practice    
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Salem United Church of Christ                 
1117 West North Street  
Alhambra, Illinois 62001 
Phone: 618-488-3215 
Fax: 618-488-3212 
 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED  
 

Rev. Jerry Amiri, Senior Pastor 
Pastor John Mindrup, Assistant Pastor 
Rev. Arnold A. Bizer, Pastor Emeritus 
Corinne Fish, Youth Director 
Jennifer Henschen, Office Coordinator 
Betty Steiner, Organist & Music Director 
Dawn Reinhardt, Assistant Music Director 
Patti Reckmann, Custodian 

��� � ������ �� ���� ���� �������	�������	�������	�������	 ����
~ A Communication Ministry of Salem United Church of Christ ~ 

 

Church’s Email: salemuccalh@agtelco.com 
Pastor’s Email:  jerryamiri@hotmail.com 

Web Address: www.salemuccalh.org 
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Pastor Jerry’s Office Hours: 
 

Tuesday – Thursday:  8:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.   

(Available for Walk-Ins and Appointments) 
 

Youth Director’s Office Hours: 
 

Monday – Wednesday:  10:15 a.m. – 2:15 p.m. 
 

Office Coordinator’s Office Hours: 
 

Tuesday – Friday:  9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.  
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