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We are God’s children called to seek, share, teaaid continue to experience the Word of God.

“Then Jesus cried again with a loud voice and breathed his last.” ~ Matthew 27:50
“He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said.” ~ Matthew 28:6a

| recently returned from a Meyers-Brigg Type Indicator Certification program in Chicago, which you
will hear more about in the coming months. The basis of MBTI is the examining of personality
dichotomies—something with seemingly contradictory qualities. It occurred to me that there are times
when we live in a dichotomy. We live between the pain and sorrow of Good Friday and the joy of
Easter. On Good Friday, we painfully remember how Jesus was brought to trial, scourged, and hung
on a cross to die. We are left with our feelings of despair and abandonment. Anyone who has lost a
loved one knows that feeling. | am always moved when | think of what Jesus suffered for me. To
think it took His death for my sins to be forgiven is humbling, to say the least.

Then Easter comes, and we are filled with joy. When those feelings of sorrow at Good Friday are
juxtaposed with the joy of Easter, it reveals the dichotomy in which we live—between joy and sorrow.
This became apparent to me recently at a funeral, as | saw people who were grieving also smiling as
a little boy squirmed between his aunts and uncles. | remember thinking, how odd it was to see
smiles in the midst of tears. Suddenly, | had the realization that is exactly how we live our lives. We
are in denial to think we will not have sorrow in our lives.

The message of Easter is that in the midst of our tears, God offers us hope. When we are feeling the
shame of our sin, Jesus’ death and resurrection wipes away our sin, and we are made clean once
again. We are an Easter people. However, we tend to forget we are also a Good Friday people; and
without Good Friday, there would be no Easter. Therefore, without sorrow, there is no joy. It is the
dichotomy in which we live.

Blessings,
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On my recent trip to the
southwest, | was awed by
the immensity of creation.
The vantage points of mountain and plateau
yield a spacious grandeur to the eye. Not only
was distance an experience, but time as well.
In the wind, smooth red rocks and cacti stand
like sentries on arid mountains. Many standing
before my grandfathers could stand.

| struggled for perspective in this distance and
time, but soon realized it was simply too vast for
me to conceive. Yet in all its immensity, it is
nothing in comparison to the vastness of God!

It would be wonderful to even hope to take in all

(Suggested Reading: John 1:1-18)

hope to glimpse it all? Perhaps it is possible in
a mysterious way to consider and look on the
highest of all wonders, the very culmination of
this God and mankind relationship. Considering
the risen Christ, through who all things were
made and through who all salvation, hope,
good, and pure love flows, is to come as close
as humanly possible and see everything
beautiful and pure. There is no higher thought
or greater challenge to human imagination.

The calendar celebration of the resurrection of
Christ will be past by this May publication, yet
our awe of the risen Christ is new each day. To
think of Christ in His glory is to experience the
unfathomable!

the beauty of creation, but how could one ever

May we all have an awe-filled, blessed journey!

== Here we are at the end of the school year, can you
\ € believe it?! Can you see the light at the end of the
—= tunnel now? | hope so because summer is right around
the corner, and we have a lot of great things happening!

FROM THE -
YOUTH DIRECTOR This month will be our last month of meeting on Sunday
evenings, so please note the change. There also will be
some slight changes to our weekly meetings and what we will be doing during youth; but for
the most part, the structure will remain the same. New information will be available in June.

Congratulations to our Seniors! | am very happy for all of you and your new journeys in life!
Also, | like college sweatpants, shirts, and sweatshirts, etc.... ;) Just saying...

There is a mandatory meeting for all those participating in a mission trip this summer. The
Junior High Youth Group’s mission trip will be June 23-26. The Senior High Youth Group’s
mission trip will be July 3-9.

Calendar:
May 1: Mandatory Mission Trip Meeting at 12:30 p.m. (8th Grade Room)
No Youth Group Meeting
May 5: Pizza Fundraiser Pick-Up from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
May 8: Happy Mother’s Day!
Youth Group Meeting from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. (Quesadillas)
May 15: Youth Group Meeting from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. (Chips & Veggies)
May 18: Happy Birthday Laura Renken!
May 21: Day at the Park: St. Louis Zoo & Forest Park from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
May 22: Youth Group Meeting from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. (Pizzas)
May 29: No Youth Group Meeting

May 30: Happy Memorial Day!



Church Council Meeting Summary
April 14, 2011

The minutes of the March 10, 2011,
meeting were approved.

The Treasurer's Report was approved.
Payment of bills in the amount of
$15,419.90 from the General Fund was
approved.

Rebuilding of the sign in front of church by
Tolie Fabricating of Highland for $400 to
$600 was approved.

Note: The approved minutes of all Church Council m

The Messenger will be reformatted to meet
postal service guidelines for bulk mailings.
Those receiving The Messenger will be
given the opportunity to receive The
Messenger electronically instead of a hard
copy.

We will again use communion cards. The
information will be in The Messenger.

The next regular meeting will be held
Thursday, May 12, 2011.

eetings are available in the church office.
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As of 03/31/2011

General Fund Beginning Balance
Income
Offering-Loose
Offering-Envelopes
Facilities Use Donations
Miscellaneous Receipts-Other
Interest Income-General Fund
Benevolence Received
Total General Fund Income
Expenses
Salaries
Employee Benefits
Maintenance/Property Services
Utilities
Insurance
Supplies-General
Professional Expense
Worship
Christian Education
Evangelism
Stewardship
Benevolence Paid
Total General Fund Expenses
General Fund Ending Balance

Memorial Fund Beginning Balance
Bequests-Memorial Fund

Honorariums-Memorial Fund
Misc. Receipts-Memorial Fund

Total Memorial Fund Income
Memorial Fund Ending Balance

Building Fund Beginning Balance
Building Fund Offering Income

Building Fund Ending Balance

Music Maintenance Fund Balance

Sabbatical Fund Beginning Balance
Received from Men's Fellowship
Sabbatical Fund Ending Balance

Endowment Fund Beginning Balance
Interest Income
Endowment Fund Ending Balance

Investment Fund Beginning Balance
Change in Market Value - Church Sec. Fund

Investment Fund Ending Balance

Mission Matching Fund Beginning Balance
Change in Market Value - Mission Match
Paid for Mission Match

Mission Matching Fund Ending Balance

Reserve Fund Beginning Balance
Interest Income-Reserve Fund
Reserve Fund Ending Balance

Restricted Fund Balance

Current Activity

12,797.17

6,088.75
9,323.00
50.00
500.00
3.53
571.25
16,536.53

8,733.51
4,720.17
882.30
2,220.20
2,441.25
1,084.06
606.97
495.63
1,014.00
70.27
423.59
1,026.00

23,717.95

5,615.75

20,258.24
2,920.00
25.00
25.00

2,970.00

23,228.24

6,491.35
550.00

7,041.35

942.00

7,665.17
1,000.00

8,665.17

46,728.00
334.33

47,062.33

147,975.73
330.22

148,305.95

125,080.50
(1,037.05)
(5,511.00)

118,532.45

7,065.16
11.60

7,076.76

1,200.00




Mar. 27 | Apr. 3 Apr. 10 | Apr.17 | Apr. 24
Salem Seekers
(Toddler — 6th Grade) atl 43 45 45 38
Confirmation
(7th & 8th Grade) 14 15 15 15 14
Young Adult 10 6 7 7 7
Adult 15 11 12 16 13
Volunteers 10 6 8 7 3
Total 96 81 87 90 75
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All children will start in the Gathering Room at 8: 45 a.m.

After the opening gathering, the children will be led to their specific workshop by their shepherds.

Please pick up your child in the Gathering Room at
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Shepherds: Donna Yates, Emily Uhe, Laura
Muench, Lorene Knackstedt, Paige Basler,

Dawn Reinhardt, Tammy Burton, Denise
Grandame, Kris Lynn, Jill Verson, Sandy
Ahlmeyer, Connie Duncan

Confirmation _Teachers: Justin  Bonnell,

Melanie Bonnell, Irving Gray, Jim Reagan

Young Adults Class Teachers: _ Faye Brown

)

9:45 a.m.

)

Adults Class Teachers:

Pastor John Mindrup & Ron Schmidt

Salem Seekers Volunteers:

Mary Reinhardt,

Leon Uhe, Patty Uhe

Presenters:

Donna Yates, Kris Lynn, Joe

Bolyard, Sarah Bolyard, Corinne Fish, Donita
Prott, Bill Prott, Carol Amiri




3+ $4 #) 3

KFC (Kids For Christ) would like to thank everyone who filled eggs for our Easter Egg Hunt on April
23. We had over 1,000 filled eggs. We appreciate all your support in making the Easter Egg Hunt a
great success!

KFC (Kids For Christ) will have a movie day on Sunday, May 15, after church. We will watch “Kung
Fu Panda.” We also will have pizza and popcorn. Please sign-up on the sheet outside the office, so
we know how much food to have. Also, please bring $2 to cover the cost of refreshments. We hope
to see you then!
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Vacation Bible School will be July 17 — 21, 2011. Come experience PANDAMANIA — Where God is
Wild about You! We will be registering kids soon. Also, let Pastor Jerry, Paige Basler, or Donita Prott
know if you want to help with this fun event.

Our Golden Agers for May are Vernon Otto on May 18 and Hilbert Klenke on May 22.

Mission Fest Sunday will be on Sunday, May 1, and will feature Kim Hanvey from Hitz Home. Kim is
the Social Service Marketing Director for Hitz Memorial Home. For many years, Kim’'s mother was a
nurse in various capacities at Hitz Memorial Home; therefore, Kim pretty much grew up in the halls of
Hitz Memorial Home. Kim is married and has four daughters. A love offering will be collected on
Mission Fest Sunday for Hitz Memorial Home. There will be a potluck after worship in the Parish
Hall. Please bring a side dish and/or dessert to share. The meat and drinks will be provided. We
hope to see you there!
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If you are or know of someone who is graduating from high school, college, trade school, or graduate
school, please contact the church office at 488-3215 or salemuccalh@agtelco.com by Wednesday,
May 11. Graduates will be recognized for their achievements on Sunday, May 22, during the 10:00
a.m. worship service. There will be a reception to follow.

Come and join us for Music under the Stars! Music under the Stars will be filled with entertainment,
featuring the talents of our own church members on Saturday, May 21, beginning at 5:00 p.m. If you
would like to share your talents, which may include singing, dancing, playing an instrument, stand-up
comedy, or whatever your talents may be, please contact Danielle Porter or Pastor Jerry. Hotdogs
and ice cream will be served at the event. We hope to see you under the stars!




Congratulations to this year’s Confirmands:
Addison Korsmeyer, Jordan Lynn, Dakota Reckman, Dar  rin Reinhardt.

They were confirmed on Palm Sunday, April 17,
and they took their first communion at the 10:00 a.m. Easter Service on Sunday, April 24.

Thursday, May 26, at 7:00 p.m.

Caring for an aging parent is an all-encompassing experience that affects every aspect of our lives.
“When Your Parent Needs You” focuses on the positive aspects of caregiving and on what caregivers
can obtain from their experience. This is a DVD presentation with conversation and sharing of
resources. Everyone who has a parent or in-laws will benefit from this presentation.

Alhambra-Hamel Ministerial Alliance

After two years of hard work, the AHMA has finally received its 501(c)3 Tax Exempt Status. This
enables contributions made to the AHMA to be considered a tax deduction for the donor. You will
hear more about the plans the AHMA is making in the near future.
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Please remember that a child brought to the Nursery must be accompanied by an adult. Also, if your
child must leave the sanctuary during a service, they must be accompanied by an adult.

Beginning Sunday, May 1, Salem will resume the past practice of using communion cards to record
those receiving communion.  Please complete the communion card found in the book rack on the
back of the pew. Place the completed card in the offering plate.

Salem U.C.C.’s 2011 Phone Directory:

Salem U.C.C.’s 2011 Phone Directories are available for pick up.
You may find them on the table outside the church office. Thank you.

Salem Wire

There is a lot that happens from Sunday to Sunday—deaths, births, weddings, etc. Wouldn't it
be nice to know these things sooner than later? The Salem Wire is an email message delivery
system in which you would receive notice of events and happenings in the church. If you
would like to become part of the Salem Wire, please email the church office at
salemuccalh@agtelco.com.
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To the Salem Congregation,

The Easter Brunch Committee, consisting of Verna Gilley, Irving & Lorena Gray, Sharon Kaufman,
Jim & Dawn Reagan, and Preston Shinn, thanks the many Salem members who contributed pasties,
casseroles, and fruit on Easter Sunday. We were blessed with abundance. We also thank those who
came and shared fellowship. We served approximately eighty people, and no one went away hungry.

Thanks again to all.

On behalf of the committee,
Irving Gray
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Hitz Memorial thanks you for your donations of
$600.00 and $100.00. Your generosity is a very
important part of the Home’s commitment to
excellence in long term care.

Susan Tudor, Administrator of Hitz Home
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| hope this note finds you well, safe, happy, and
enjoying the spring weather. | can finally feel
and see the sun! | thank you for your
generosity of $627.00, and | pray for your
continued support. Thank you and God bless.

Brenda Crisp, Administrator of Kindercottage
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Salem Youth Group,

Thank you for a wonderful worship service
Sunday. Salem’s future of ministry in our
community is exciting with youth like you
leading by example. May God bless you.

Bill & Carol Reckman
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EPHEN MINISTR
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We would like to thank our church family for
your cards, food donations, flowers, visits,
prayers, words of encouragement, and many
acts of kindness these past few months. Thank
you to the Women's Guild for the nice
meal. Thank you to Pastor Jerry for your visits
and support to all of us. Your thoughtfulness
will always be remembered.

May God bless each and every one!
The Family of Ted Henkhaus
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Dear Church Family,

Thank you so much for all the cards, donations,
food, and flowers given during our time of loss.
Your love and compassion was overwhelming.
We feel truly blessed to be a part of this
wonderful community.

Pastor Jerry & Carol Amiri

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkx

Sometimes It's Hard to Ask for Help

We are brought up to be strong, self-sufficient, independent people. We
tend to think if we ask for help, it is a sign of weakness. So we try to keep
our struggles hidden, stuffed deep inside. However, this is not God's plan.

Galatians 6:2 says, "Bear one another's burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ." God wants us to
care for others and allow others to care for us in our time of need.

If you are sad or struggling inside, don't suffer alone. Ask for help. We have a team of Stephen
Ministers who are ready to listen, care, encourage, pray, and help you through a tough time. (It is
confidential too!) Find out more about Stephen Ministry by talking with one of our Stephen Leaders
listed below. Our Stephen Ministers are there to care!

Rev. Jerry Amiri: (O) 618-488-3215 / (C) 636-328-3332
Pastor John Mindrup: (C) 618-409-3941 / Betty DeLaurenti: (C) 618-973-0572

WALK inthe PARK

Sponsored by Hitz Memorial Home

The Hitz Home Auxiliary will host a Walk/Run at Alhambra Park on Saturday, May 7, beginning at
9:00 a.m. There will be a one mile walk around the lake, a 2K walk/run, and a 5K walk/run.
Registration is $15.00 and includes a very stylish T-shirt. Registration forms are available on the
table outside the church office.
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April 2 —5:00 p.m.

April 16 — 5:00 p.m.

37

19

(Wednesday Night Lenten Services, Maundy Thursday, & Good Friday)

March 30 — 7 p.m. April 6 — 7 p.m. April 13 -7 p.m. April 21 — p.m. April 22 — 7 p.m.
48 54 35 84 71
Acolytes:  Camie Ernst, Tyler Verson, Sam Ushers: Sandy Ahlmeyer, Cindy Henschen,
Ahlmeyer, Cheyenne Reckman, Amanda Susi Miller, Bill & Carol Reckman, Richelle
Korsmeyer, Laura Renken, Jordan Braundmeier, Bob Dauderman, Shannon

Braundmeier, Tori Lynn, Haley Basler, Ashley
Prott

Greeters: Gale Bolen, Irving & Lorena Gray,
Laverne & Marilyn Korsmeyer, Dick & Fern
Scheller, Richard & Danielle Porter

Liturgists: Sandy Ahlmeyer, Irving Gray,
Laura Muench, Marilyn Korsmeyer, Danielle
Porter

Recorders:  Brett Henschen, Ron Mindrup,
Lawrence Henschen, Patti Reckmann, Joe
Bolyard

Hogg, Shirley Gall, Betty DelLaurenti, Doug &
Nancy Heidbrink, Dave & Jerri Riechmann,
Brenda Schlechte, Dennis & Vickie Conrad,
Ron & Mindy Mindrup, Ken Gehrig, Laverne
Korsmeyer, Laura Muench, Dan Dauderman,
Paige Basler, Judy Blom

Nursery:  Scott Demkey, Richelle Ernst, Jill
Verson, Donita Prott, Katie Quade, Sarah

Doubet, Julia Hobbs

Bulletin/Messenger: Becky Froman, Wilma
Blom, Ken Gehrig, & Wilma Sander

Date Acolytes Greeter(s) Liturgistf Recder Ushers
May 1 Jordan Lynn Shirley Collmann| Laverne Brett Lewis & Lorene Knackstedt
(10am) | Cameron Verson Korsmeyer Henschen Lorman Reckmann/Sharon Hanes
Ken Suhre
May 8 Taylor Ernst Gene & Terri Kathy Ron Irving & Lorena Gray
(10am) | Austin Reinhardt Templeman Porter | Mindrup Wayne & Alice Stille
Lisa Uhe
May 15 Jordan Lynn Rick & Kathy Jennifer | Lawrence Delmar & Wilma Blom
(10am) | Darrin Reinhardt Porter Henschen | Henschen Charley & Tolly Vassier
Mark Vassier / Melissa April
May 22 | Addison Korsmeyer Wayne & Alice Ken Joe Sandy Ahlmeyer
(10am) | Dakota Reckman Stille Gehrig Bolyard Cindy Henschen / Susi Miller
Bill & Carol Reckman
May 29 Emily Duncan Bill & Carol Bill Patti Richelle Braundmeier
(10am) Tyler Reinhardt Reckman Reckman | Reckmann Bob Dauderman / Shannon Hogg
Shirley Gall / Betty DelLaurenti
May 1 May 8 May 15 May 22 May 29
Richelle Braundmeier Emily Uhe Tammy Burton Gale Bolen Amanda Brase
Shannon Hogg Patty Uhe Christie Hampton Sara Bolen Jennifer Hunsche
March 27 April 3 April 10 April 17 April 24 April 24 April 24
10:00 a.m. | 10:00 a.m. | 10:00 a.m. | 10:00 a.m. | 6:30 a.m. 8:00 a.m. | 10:00 a.m.
168 170 148 202 46 158 152



Cancer Concerns:

Wayne Gentry
Verna Gilley
Norman Henschen

Health Concerns:

Helen Dugan
Bob Dugan
Julia Hobbs

Marie Mindrup

Fred Monk
(Son-in-Law of Bob Mindrup)

Betty Olive

(Sister of Helen Beshears/Shirley Olsen/Fern Scheller)

Melvin Roberts
Toby Suhre

Lieselotte Wiskow
(Mother of Dagmar Annable)

Hitz Memorial Home:

Mamie Ernst
Orlean Hosto
Thelma Schallenberg
Udell Wehling

Alhambra Care Center:

Adelia Leuscher
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Please Pray for the Families of:

Evelyn Krueger
(Mother of Carol Amiri)
who died on Tuesday, April 5, 2011

Delores Hansel
(Mother of Becky Brown)
who died on Tuesday, April 12, 2011

Faith Country Side Apartments:

Dorothy Knabel

Glen Have Gardens of Alton:

Lois Lane
Eden Village: I
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday
Saturday

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday
Wednesday

Thursday
Friday
Saturday

Sunday

Monday
Wednesday
Thursday
Sunday

Monday

May. 1

May 2

May 3

May 4

May 5
May 7

May 8

May 9

May 10

May 11

May 12
May 15

May 16

May 17
May 18

May 19
May 20
May 21

May 22

May 23
May 25
May 26
May 29

May 30

8:45am
10:00am

12:30pm

7:00pm
7:00pm
6:00pm
7:15pm
6:00pm
6:30pm
7:30pm
6:00-8:00pm
7:00pm
9:00am
5:00pm
8:45am
10:00am
6:00-8:00pm

7:00pm
1:00pm
7:00pm
6:30pm
7:00pm
8:45am
10:00am
6:00-8:00pm
6:30pm

7:00pm
7:00pm

7:30pm
7:00pm
9:00am
9:00-5:00pm
5:00pm

8:45am
10:00am

6:00-8:00pm

7:00pm

10:00am

10:00am

Salem Seekers (Sunday School)
Worship with Communion —

Mission Fest Sunday

Potluck to Follow the Worship Service
Salem UCC Scholarship Applications Due
Mandatory Mission Meeting for Youth
No Youth Group Meeting

Church Office Will Be Closed Today.
Property Committee Meeting

Cub Scouts Meeting in the Parish Hall
Evangelism Committee Meeting
Worship Committee Meeting

Salem Chimes Practice

Salem Ringers Practice

Salem Chancel Choir Practice

Youth Group’s Pizza Pickup (Fundraiser)
BOCE Meeting

Hitz Home’s “Walk in the Park” Benefit
(P)NEUMA Worship in the Parish Hall
Salem Seekers (Sunday School)
Worship — Mother’s Day

Youth Group Meeting

Church Office Will Be Closed Today.
Stewardship Committee Meeting
Senior Citizens

Stephen Ministry Meeting

No Salem Chimes Practice

Salem Ringers Practice

No Salem Chancel Choir Practice
Church Council Meeting

Salem Seekers (Sunday School)
Worship

KFC’s Movie Day with Pizza & Popcorn
After Worship

Youth Group Meeting

Church Office Will Be Closed Today.
Mission Committee Meeting

Cub Scouts Meeting in the Parish Hall
Historical Committee Meeting

No Salem Chimes Practice

No Salem Ringers Practice

Salem Chancel Choir Practice

Guild & Brotherhood Meeting

June Messenger Articles Due

Youth Group’s Day at Forest Park

No (P)NEUMA Worship

Music under the Stars —

With Hotdogs & Ice Cream

Salem Seekers (Sunday School)
Worship — Graduation Sunday
Reception Honoring Graduates after Worship
Youth Group Meeting

Church Office Will Be Closed Today.
No Bell/Choir Practices

“When Your Parent Needs You”

No Salem Seekers (Sunday School)
Praise Worship

No Youth Group Meeting

Church Office Will Be Closed Today.
Memorial Day Worship at Salem Cemetery




Pastor Jerry’s Office Hours:

Tuesday — Thursday: 8:30 a.m. —11:30 a.m.
(Available for Walk-Ins and Appointments)

Youth Director’s Office Hours:
Tuesdays & Wednesdays: 9:00 a.m. — 3:00 p.m.

Office Coordinator’s Office Hours:
Tuesday — Friday: 9:00 a.m. — 3:00 p.m.

Salem United Church of Christ

1117 West North Street
Alhambra, Illinois 62001
Phone: 618-488-3215
Fax: 618-488-3212

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Rev. Jerry Amiri, Senior Pastor

Pastor John Mindrup, Assistant Pastor
Rev. Arnold A. Bizer, Pastor Emeritus
Corinne Fish, Youth Director

Jennifer Henschen, Office Coordinator
Betty Steiner, Organist & Music Director
Dawn Reinhardt, Assistant Music Director
Patti Reckmann, Custodian

~ A Communication Ministry of Salem United Churchf &hrist ~

Church’s Email: salemuccalh@agtelco.com
Pastor’'s Email: jerryamiri@hotmail.com
Web Address: www.salemuccalh.org
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