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We are God’s children called to seek, share, teaaid continue to experience the Word of God.

It is good to give thanks to the LORD, to sing praises to your name, O Most High;
to declare your steadfast love in the morning, and your faithfulness by night.
~ Psalm 92:1-2

There was a time in our recent past when we referred to summer as “the lazy, hazy days of summer”
or as “the dog days of summer.” Both implied that summer was a time when everything slowed
down, presumably, due to the increase of the heat of summer. Typically, churches everywhere
experience a decrease of attendance in worship, church committees choose to not meet, and the
offering dips. It is a time when most people will take vacations and spend time with their families. It
is also a time in which public schools and colleges “take the summer off.” We, at Salem, change our
worship time from 10:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m. during the summer.

While | am all in favor of vacations and intentional family time, | would ask this question: Where does
God fit into the summer? It seems that too often we have adopted the public school philosophy when
it comes to church life—nine months on and three months off. What if God adopted that same
philosophy? What if God was only available for nine months of the year? It is preposterous. What if
God bestowed blessings only between September and May? During the summer months, we would
be on our own—left to fend for ourselves. What of the disenfranchised of our community? What
would happen if we told the homeless or hungry that we cannot assist them in the summer because
we cease being the church in the summer?

While these ponderings might seem to be ridiculous, they are no more ridiculous than God’s children
not being in worship in the summer. Hunger and homelessness do not take a vacation. God’s
blessings do not cease after Memorial Day. Just because it is summer, it doesn’t mean we quit
saying “thank you” for gifts received. If you are going on vacation, just remember that God is also at
Disney World. They have churches in every state in the United States and abroad. Give thanks to
the One who made all things possible.

Blessings,
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(Suggested Reading: John 1:1-18)

The lush green of springtime is upon us; even as | pour my energy over a few dozen garden plants,
God has brought life to all my eyes can see. God is a master gardener! How does God do it? Perhaps
it is because God has gifted plants with a singular drive—a hunger to receive what is needed, while
remaining oblivious to all else.

Last year, | was so amazed to find scores of long roots in a pile of topsoil that had only laid upon the
lawn for a couple of months. The tree responsible was about thirty feet away. How did the tree even
know the pile was there? Surely the tree invests its life in seeking sun, moisture, and nutrients. How
quickly it reached out, like my dogs beg for table scraps. God has gifted mankind with a hunger, both
physically and spiritually. Mankind, however, with the freedom and responsibility of free will, has the
option to receive the unprofitable or the real goodness of Christ, our Lord. As Christians, we desire to
be fruitful for the Lord but trying alone is not enough. Just as the tree, we can only be fruitful as we
receive what is good.

The irony is that even our concern over being productive can diminish our attentiveness of the Lord.
Only in seeking do we produce! The miracle of the fruit is God’s work, and God will attend to it. |
expect if one were awed by a great redwood tree and could converse with it, should one ask the tree,
“Just how tall are you? How many board feet of lumber are in your log?” That tree may respond, “Why
do you frustrate me with questions? What log? What lumber? | am only and ever striving for the light!”
May God grant us the wisdom to only ever strive for His Holy Light.

Summer is here!l Yahooo! | am very excited for the weather,
sun, and lots and lots of FUN!

:’%‘s; Starting June 1, we will have our first Wednesday night meeting!
We will meet at the church at the same time, 6:00-8:00 p.m.

BUT there will not be any food provided! So please make sure

YOUTH DlRECTOR you eat before you come.

Calendar:
June 1: Youth Group Meeting from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
June 8: Youth Group Meeting from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
June 11-12: Possible Youth Group Activity
June 15: Youth Group Meeting from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
June 22: Youth Group Meeting from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
June 29: No Youth Group Meeting

Can’t wait to see you this summer!

The second annual Alhambra-Hamel Ministerial Alliance Applebee's
Breakfast fundraiser will be on Saturday, July 9. Tickets are $10.00
for an all-you-can-eat breakfast at Applebee's in Wood River. We
have tickets for two time slots of 8:15 a.m. and 9:00 a.m. that are
available in the church office. We hope you can come and support
the AHMA and have a wonderful breakfast.




Church Council Meeting Summary
May 12, 2011

Minutes of the April 14, 2011, meeting were
approved.

The Treasurer's Report was approved.
Payment of bills in the amount of
$18,195.25 from the General Fund was
approved.

The outdoor message board will be
repaired by Phil Reiman of Walter Sheet
Metal rather than Tolie Manufacturing
Company.

Approval was given to the Alhambra
Morning Glories 4-H Club to include the

Little Red Barn animal display trailer of the

The moist_ure problem in the Parish Hall Farm Bureau at their open house on July
basement is currently under control and no 31.

further action will be taken at this time. This
item will be placed on the agenda of next
year’'s Annual Meeting.

The next regular meeting will be held
Thursday, June 9, 2011, at 7:00 p.m.

Note: The approved minutes of all Church Council m eetings are available in the church office.

The Mission Committee will be participating in the “Blessings in Blocks” project sponsored by
the lllinois South Conference. The project consists of allowing our church members to write
blessings of encouragement and faith on 3 x 5 note cards, which will be sent to the lllinois
South Conference, and further sent to Ecuador to be placed in the homes that are being built
by the UCC members. Donations also will be collected to help support the building of these
homes and materials needed. We will be collecting blessings and donations through Sunday,
June 26. Further information will be given in the service on May 29, and a poster and box for
the cards will be placed in the passageway. We thank you for your support and hope you will
participate in this wonderful project with us!

Mission Committee
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At the most recent Salem Annual Meeting, the congregation adopted a mission statement
recommended by the Long Range Planning (LRP) Committee. The next step of this process is for all
of the committees and organizations of Salem to participate in a process to evaluate their ministries
and set goals bearing in mind the newly adopted mission statement. LRP has set aside the date of
June 12 (after worship) for this very important next step.

The schedule will be as follows:
10:30 a.m. - 11:45 a.m. First Session

11:45a.m. - 12:30 p.m.  Lunch
12:30 p.m. - 1:30 p.m.  Second Session

The entire congregation is invited and encouraged to participate in this day.




As of 04/30/2011

Account Name

Current Activity

General Fund Beginning Balance

Income
Offering-Loose
Offering-Envelopes
Miscellaneous Offering
Facility Use Donations
Miscellaneous Receipts-Other
Interest Income-General Fund
Benevolence Received

Total General Fund Income

Expenses
Salaries
Employee Benefits
Maintenance/Property Services
Insurance
Utilities
Supplies-General
Professional Expense
Miscellaneous
Worship
Christian Education
Evangelism
Stewardship
Stephen's Ministry
Benevolence Paid

Total General Fund Expenses

General Fund Ending Balance

Memorial Fund Beginning Balance
Bequests-Memorial Fund

Misc. Receipts-Memorial Fund
Memorial Fund Ending Balance

Building Fund Beginning Balance
Building Fund Offering
Building Fund Ending Balance

Music Maintenance Fund Balance

Sabbatical Fund Balance

Endowment Fund Beginning Balance
Bequests-Endowment Fund

Interest Income-Endowment Fund
Endowment Fund Ending Balance

Investment Fund Beginning Balance
Change in Market Value-Church Sec Fund
Investment Fund Ending Balance

Mission Matching Fund Beginning Balance
Change in Market Value-Mission Match
Mission Matching Fund Ending Balance

Reserve Fund Beginning Balance
Interest Income-Reserve Fund
Reserve Fund Ending Balance

Other Restricted Fund Balance

5,615.75

7,369.11
10,364.00
521.75

78.50
2.37
3,264.25

21,599.98

8,772.51
1,289.36
841.35

2,242.55
706.69
813.38
165.01

235.70
60.12

86.55
316.00

15,529.22

11,686.51

23,228.24

575.00
40.00

23,843.24

7,041.35

1,045.00

8,086.35

942.00

8,665.17

47,062.33

10,000.00
115.16

57,177.49

148,305.95

1,048.50

149,354.45

118,532.45

951.43

119,483.88

7,076.76
12.63

7,089.39

1,200.00




May 1 May 8 May 15 | May 22 | May 29
Salem Seekers
(Toddler — 6th Grade) 37 41 38 35
Confirmation No
(7th & 8th Grade) 9 13 14 13 Sunday
Young Adult 6 7 8 8 School
Adult 15 12 9 14
Volunteers 4 14 4 3
Total 71 87 73 73
Salem
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No Sunday School - Children’s Day
God’s Creation — Day 3 Continued

No Sunday School - Fourth of July Weekend

No Sunday School - Vacation Bible School (VBS) Closing

God’s Creation — Day 6 Continued

June 5 God’s Creation — Day 1 & Day 2
June 12 God’s Creation — Day 3
June 19

June 26

July 3

July 10 God’s Creation — Day 4
July 17 God’s Creation — Day 5
July 24

July 31 God’s Creation — Day 6
August 7

August 14 God’s Creation — Day 7
August 21 Drama Presentation
August 28 A Special Visit
September 4

September 11 Rally Day

No Sunday School - Labor Day Weekend

Shepherds: Donna Yates, Emily Uhe, Laura
Muench, Lorene Knackstedt, Paige Basler,
Dawn Reinhardt, Tammy Burton, Denise
Grandame, Kris Lynn, Jill Verson, Sandy
Ahlmeyer, Connie Duncan

Confirmation __Teachers: Justin  Bonnell,
Melanie Bonnell, Irving Gray, Jim Reagan

Young Adults Class Teachers: _ Faye Brown

Adults Class Teachers:
Pastor John Mindrup & Ron Schmidt

Salem Seekers Volunteers:
Leon Uhe, Patty Uhe

Mary Reinhardt,

Presenters:  Dawn Reagan, Jim Reagan,
Irving Gray, Lorena Gray, Youth, Faye Brown
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At PandaMania, kids will discover that God is wild about them—a fact that will change them forever!
PandaMania will be filled with incredible Bible-learning experiences; kids will see, hear, touch, and
even taste! Bible Point crafts, team-building games, cool Bible songs, and tasty treats are just a few
of the PandaMania activities that will help the kids’ faith flow into real life. Plus, we will help kids
discover how to see evidence of God in everyday life—something we call God Sightings. Get ready
to hear that phrase a lot!
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Vacation Bible School: PandaMania

July 17-21
6:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.

Registration and Permission to Treat forms may be found on Salem’s website (www.salemuccalh.org)
or on the table outside the church office. Please return these forms ASAP, so materials may be
ordered.

You can support PandaMania by donating the needed items listed below. If you prefer to make an
offering to offset the cost of Vacation Bible School, please write on the memo line of your check
“VBS.” Our mission project for the week will be school supplies. All donations, supplies or offering,
will be appreciated.
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Silk Leaves White Beads Green Paper or Cellophane
Paper Lanterns Black Beads Green Material
Paper Umbrellas Wrapping Paper Tubes Star Stickers

Paper Fans Paper Towel Tubes Glow in the Dark Stars

There are no Kids For Christ (KFC) events scheduled for June or July.
Please join us for Vacation Bible School (VBS): July 17- 21.




Our Golden Agers for June are Lorman Reckmann on June 17 and Wayne Stille on June 17.

We will have a Salem Night Out on Thursday, June 16. We will go to a Grizzlies Game that starts
at 7:05 p.m. Tickets are $8.00 per person if we have 20 people or more sign-up. The sign-up
deadline is Wednesday, June 8. The sign-up sheet is outside the church office. You may also call
the church office to sign-up at 488-3215.

“Bluegrass in the Park” is being held in Collinsville at Woodland Park on Saturday, June 18, from
3:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Admission is free, but reservations need to be made if you wish to attend. The
sign-up sheet is outside the church office. You may also call the church office to sign-up at 488-3215.

We will have another Salem Night Out to The Muny on Friday, August 5, to see the musical “Seven
Brides for Seven Brothers.”  Tickets are $19.00 per person if we have 20 people or more sign-up.
The sign-up deadline is Friday, July 1. The sign-up sheet is outside the church office. You may also
call the church office to sign-up at 488-3215.

There will be no Guild & Brotherhood meetings until the Corn Roast in August.
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Hitz Home Auxiliary Salad Luncheon will be held on Saturday, June 11, at 1:00 p.m.
Tickets are $5.00. Following the luncheon, there will be a Fashion Show by Cato’s.

Open House to be held in church basement on Sunday, July 31

Everyone is welcome!
Refreshments will be served.
Projects and pictures will be on display.
Doors open at noon.

Special note to former members and leaders:

If you have been in the Morning Glories or know someone who has, please drop us a note to let us
know where you are now and what you remember about being in 4-H. Also, we would love to have
any pictures that you would like to scan for us, so we may add them to our display. Please give the
pictures to Patty Uhe.
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Please remember that a child brought to the Nursery must be accompanied by an adult. Also, if your
child must leave the sanctuary during a service, they must be accompanied by an adult.

On Sunday, June 5, Salem will continue to resume the past practice of using communion cards to
record those receiving communion. Please complete the communion card found in the book rack on
the back of the pew. Place the completed card in the offering plate.
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Dear Friends,

Hitz Memorial thanks you for your donations of
$75.00 and $429.00. Your generosity is a very
important part of the Home’s commitment to
excellence in long term care.

On behalf of the residents, Board of Directors,
and staff of Hitz Memorial Home, please accept
our sincere appreciation for your generous gifts.

Sincerely,
Susan Tudor, Administrator of Hitz Home
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Thank you to the congregation for donating your
treasures to the annual Alhambra Yard Sale at
Salem UCC. We'd also like to express our
thanks to those who purchased the many
delicious treats from the food stand.

A huge thank you to Edith Ruehrup for the
amazing hot, fresh, and delicious donuts!

Salem Women'’s Guild
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Greetings and Blessings!

| hope this note finds everyone well and | hope
everyone is enjoying the many signs of spring.
We ask that you join us in prayer for all who
have been affected by the floods and if possible
to volunteer to help them.

| am writing to thank you for this very generous
gift of $718.25 to our mission. | know that you
truly care about the work we do and appreciate
your faith and support.

These are troubled times for many and although
| know that God will not allow us to fall, the state
of lllinois troubles me greatly.

Again, | thank you very much on behalf of my
staff and especially the children and families we
serve.

God Bless You!
Breda Crisp
Administrator of Uni-Press Kindercottage
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Sometimes It's Hard to Ask for Help

Christ."

weakness.

We are brought up to be strong, self-sufficient, independent
people. We tend to think if we ask for help, it is a sign of
So we try to keep our struggles hidden, stuffed
deep inside. However, this is not God's plan. Galatians 6:2
says, "Bear one another's burdens, and so fulfill the law of
God wants us to care for others and allow others to
care for us in our time of need.

If you are sad or struggling inside, don't suffer alone. Ask for help. We have a team of Stephen
Ministers who are ready to listen, care, encourage, pray, and help you through a tough time. (It is
confidential too!) Find out more about Stephen Ministry by talking with one of our Stephen Leaders
listed below. Our Stephen Ministers are there to care!

Rev. Jerry Amiri: (O) 618-488-3215 / (C) 636-328-3332

Pastor John Mindrup: (C) 618-409-3941

Betty DeLaurenti: (C) 618-973-0572

older sister, Addyson.
Goodwin and Butch & Judy Kuhn.

Gavin Stephen Goodwin was baptized at Salem on Sunday, May 29, 2011, by Rev.
Jerry Amiri. Gavin was born on May 6, 2010, to Ryan & Aimee Goodwin. He has an
His grandparents are Ellen Goodwin & the late Stephen
His great-grandmother is Dorothy Knabel. His
sponsors are Tim Duffin, Gina Kuhn, Kenny Randle, and Angela Wall.
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Date Greeter(s) Liturgist | Recorder Ushers Nursery Attendant
June 5 | Verna Gilley Rhonda Brett Doug & Nancy Heidbrink Donita Prott
(9am) Schmidt | Henschen Dave & Jerri Riechmann Katie Quade

Brenda Schlechte
June 12 | Irving & Lorena Irving Ron Dennis & Vickie Conrad Sarah Doubet
(9am) Gray Gray Mindrup Ron & Mindy Mindrup Julia Hobbs
Ken Gehrig

June 19 | Gale Bolen Krista | Lawrence Paige Basler / Judy Blom Children’s Day:
(9am) Mansholt | Henschen| Dan Dauderman / Laura Muencho Team Scheduled

Laverne Korsmeyer
June 26 | Lewis & Lorene Lewis Joe Lewis & Lorene Knackstedt | Richelle Braundmeie
(9am) Knackstedt | Knackstedt | Bolyard Sharon Hanes / Ken Suhre Shannon Hogg

Lorman Reckmann

8

There are no acolytes scheduled for the summer mdm.
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The (P)NEUMA worship services will resume in September. Watch for (P)NEUMA's return!

Dan Engelke graduated on May 14, 2011, from Columbia College Chicago with a Bachelor of Arts in
Film. He relocated to New York City on May 25, 2011, and he would like to find a job in the film
industry. Dan is the son of Leroy & Bev Engelke.

Krista Miller graduated from Edwardsville High School on May 28, 2011. She will attend Southeast
Missouri State University in Cape Girardeau, Missouri, in the fall to study Graphics Design. Krista is
the daughter of Kenneth & Susi Miller.

Theresa Reinhardt graduated from Highland High School on May 22, 2011. She will attend
Southern lllinois University Carbondale (SIUC) this fall, and she will double major in Music Education
and Plant & Soil Science. Theresa is the daughter of Greg & Dawn Reinhardt.

Seth Schlechte graduated from Southern lllinois University Edwardsville (SIUE) on May 7, 2011, with
a degree in Integrative Biology and with a minor in Chemistry. He will be moving to Memphis,
Tennessee, in June where he will attend graduate school at the University of Memphis. Seth is the
son of Jed & Brenda Schlechte.

Garrett Schmidt graduated on May 15, 2011, from Eastman School of Music in Rochester, New
York, with his Masters degree in Jazz Studies and Contemporary Media. Garrett’'s summer will be
filled with touring the East Coast and Canada, as well as teaching at the Birch Creek Music Academy
in Egg Harbor, Wisconsin. In the fall, Garrett intends to begin his career as a freelance trumpet
player in New York City. Garrett is the son of Ron & Rhonda Schmidt.

Shane Stille graduated from Highland High School on May 22, 2011. He will attend Eastern lllinois
University in the fall and will major in Elementary/Special Ed Education. He wants to be a teacher
and a coach because he loves working with kids. Shane is the son of Tim Stille and the late Lisa
Stille.



Cancer Concerns:

Wayne Gentry
Verna Gilley
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Health Concerns:
11
Helen Dugan o #
Bob Dugan c ") *+,
Julia Hobbs % &" - "#
Marie Mindrup i
Fred Monk /s
(Son-in-Law of Bob Mindrup) ’
Betty Olive ! 0 &
(Sister of Helen Beshears/Shirley Olsen/Fern Scheller) |
Melvin Roberts : T
Toby Suhre 1 % & 2
Lieselotte Wiskow 1 /] & 3+
(Mother of Dagmar Annable)
% | (# "# 0
Hitz Memorial Home: & ( "4
Mamie Ernst 4
Orlean Hosto
Thelma Schallenberg ! )
Udell Wehling - & (
Alhambra Care Center: ol ), )#,
Adelia Leuscher I 01 0- 4
Faith Country Side Apartments:
Dorothy Knabel
Glen Have Gardens of Alton:
Lois Lane
Eden Village: .
Lawrence & Hilda Ramach "HE %&& I
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June 5 June 18
Junel Gladys Herzog June 14 Shannon Hogg June 26
Gayle Cruthis Camille Rakers Betty Olive Austin Reckmann Carol Amiri
Kirby Knackstedt Wade Bruhn N Marcus Price
John Sanders Kevin Gibbons June 19
June 6 Dennie Mortensen Dave Riechmann June 27
June 2 Kent Knackstedt Dean Korsmeyer
Joe Dauderman June 15 ~June 20 Tyler Mindrup
Sandy Ahlmeyer June 7 Shane Schmidt Kim Shimkus
Blake Ernst Danielle Porter June 17 Richelle Braundmeier June 28
2vne Siill Dennis Conrad
June 3 June 9 Wayne Stille June 21
Randy Horner Kyle Reiman Lorman Reckmann  Jjoann Demkey June 29
Mike Driscoll Ryan Goodwin
June 4 June 11 Chad Burton June 22 June 30
Ember Price Connie Duft Kristin Geschwend Lee Schmidt B SLL «
June 12 Robert Ellis Jessica Rinderer randon Lackey
| =—=== Josh Capstick
Christopher Horton June 23

Sasha Hosto
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Wednesday

Thursday
Friday
Saturday

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Saturday
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Saturday

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday
Wednesday

Sunday

Monday
Wednesday

June 1
6:00-8:00pm
June 2 7:00pm
June 3
June 4
9:00-12:00pm
June 5 9:00am
9:30am
June 6
7:00pm
7:15pm
June 7 6:00pm
7:15pm
June 8
6:00-8:00pm
7:00pm
June 9 7:00pm
June 11 1:00pm
June 12 9:00am
9:30am
10:30-1:30pm
June 13
9:00-12:00pm
June 14 1:00pm
7:00pm
June 15
6:00-8:00pm
June 16 7:05pm
June 18
3:00-8:00pm
June 19 9:00am
June 20
9:00am
June 21 7:00pm
June 22
6:00-8:00pm
June 26 9:00am
9:30am
June 27
June 29

No Bell/Choir Practices
Youth Group Meeting

BOCE Meeting
Alhambra Homecoming

No (P)NEUMA Worship in the Parish Hall
Curriculum Teams A & B Meeting
Alhambra Homecoming

Worship with Communion
Salem Seekers (Sunday School)
Fellowship Hour after Worship

Church Office Will Be Closed Today.
Property Committee Meeting
Mission Committee Meeting

Evangelism Committee Meeting
Worship Committee Meeting

No Bell/Choir Practices
Youth Group Meeting
Stewardship Committee Meeting

Church Council Meeting
Hitz Auxiliary’s Luncheon & Fashion Show

Worship
Salem Seekers (Sunday School)
Fellowship Hour after Worship

Meeting with Long Range Planning Committee

Church Office Will Be Closed Today.
Curriculum Teams A & B Meeting

Senior Citizens
Stephen Ministry Meeting

No Bell/Choir Practices
Youth Group Meeting

Guild & Brotherhood’s Salem Night Out —
Grizzlies Game

No (P)NEUMA Worship in the Parish Hall
“Bluegrass in the Park” at Woodland Park

Worship — Children’s Day
No Salem Seekers (Sunday School)
Fellowship Hour after Worship

Church Office Will Be Closed Today.
July Messenger Articles Are Due

Historical Committee Meeting

No Bell/Choir Practices
Youth Group Meeting

Praise Worship
Salem Seekers (Sunday School)
Fellowship Hour after Worship

Church Office Will Be Closed Today.

No Bell/Choir Practices
No Youth Group Meeting




Pastor Jerry’s Office Hours:

Tuesday — Thursday: 8:30 a.m.—11:30 a.m.
(Available for Walk-Ins and Appointments)

Youth Director’s Office Hours:
Tuesdays & Wednesdays: 9:00 a.m. — 3:00 p.m.

Office Coordinator’s Office Hours:
Tuesday — Friday: 9:00 a.m. — 3:00 p.m.

Salem United Church of Christ

1117 West North Street
Alhambra, Illinois 62001
Phone: 618-488-3215
Fax: 618-488-3212

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Rev. Jerry Amiri, Senior Pastor

Pastor John Mindrup, Assistant Pastor
Rev. Arnold A. Bizer, Pastor Emeritus
Corinne Fish, Youth Director

Jennifer Henschen, Office Coordinator
Betty Steiner, Organist & Music Director
Dawn Reinhardt, Assistant Music Director
Patti Reckmann, Custodian

~ A Communication Ministry of Salem United Churchf &hrist ~

Church’s Email: salemuccalh@agtelco.com
Pastor’'s Email: jerryamiri@hotmail.com
Web Address: www.salemuccalh.org
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