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| recently received a newsletter from a church of which a very dear friend and seminary colleague,
Ric Oberle, is pastor. He had an excellent article regarding General Synod. In fact, it was so good

that | have decided to replicate it for you:

This July members of the United Church of
Christ will gather for General Synod, a biennial
gathering of delegates and visitors from across
the country for business, education and
edification; a chance for the church to truly be
the church in God'’s world.

This gathering is often fraught with controversy
(just as Jesus’ ministry was!) because of some
tough social and theological issues the
delegates debate. Past General Synods have
debated the theological impact of issues such
as ecology, economic injustice, and oppression
based on sexual orientation. Most of the more
controversial issues are called “Resolution(s)
of Witness” and, like any true witnessing, these
resolutions speak the truth to power, pointing
out the plight of the oppressed and lifting up
those who are most in need of experiencing
mercy and justice in God’s kingdom.

Sometimes, individual members or
congregations of the United Church of Christ
disagree with the direction the Resolution(s) of
Witness take. Implementation of God’s justice
can be subjective or contextual at times; and
sometimes the impact of important witnessing
in one area is not as easily understood by the
members of another area. An issue that is a
daily struggle to United Church of Christ
members on the West Coast, for example, may

be incompressible to those of us in the
Midwest; and vice-versa. As one United Body
of Christ, however, we are called to respect
and support one another in the process of
theological expression. (However, we are not
necessarily called to agree!)

One other thing we also need to remember, as
General Synod convenes, is that these
sometimes  controversial Resolutions  of
Witness are part of a greater conversation;
they are not legislation. As autonomous
congregations of the United Church of Christ,
General Synod speaks to us, not for us. The
resolutions discussed are the opening to a
conversation we are called to have (sometimes
to begin) together; they are not
commandments from any perceived hierarchal
power. One way to understand it—General
Synod witnessing is very important; but their
witnessing is a comma; not a period. The
witnessing of General Synod delegates is one
more comment in an on-going theological
conversation about particular social issues; not
the final word on any matter.

For more conversation about General Synod,
go to ucc.org and see how God is Still
Speaking through the UCC and General
Synod! (Then, let’s talk about it!)

| could not have said it better myself.
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(Suggested Reading: Matthew 6:19-34)

Those of us who frequent the woodlands are well aware of the life cycle of the
thirteen year locust that is upon us. Imagine if we had to wait thirteen years for
the next significant event in life! In our modern world, the masses generally
become anxious and irritable when circumstances cause them to wait.

As | consider the created world, anxiety seems to be absent in things apart from mankind. Even
animals in close contact with humans develop anxiety as though it were contagious with humans being
the only carrier. How then, are we with considerable potential for anxiety to live our lives in God’s
perfect place? Perhaps it is well for us to consider our personal history with God, recognizing when
God has come at the perfect appointed time. This alone may leave us bewildered in that we readily
apply God’s timing to our plans, which is no more sensible than a man who takes a bus schedule to a
train station and is confounded by what ensues.

It is God’s plan! The Master’s hands are never shaken. If we are God’s instrument, we too remain
unshaken. Our course is to love the Lord with all our heart, go readily when God says go, and pausing
when God says wait. In the potential anxieties of life, we may do well to ask two questions. Ask
yourself, whose plan is this? Ask God, are His hands shaking? The answers to these two questions lie
plainly on the path to God’s perfect place.

May the peace of God be yours.

July is going to be a busy month for the Youth Group!

=== \Ne will leave on July 3 for our much anticipated mission trip to
2\ Nashville, Tennessee, and we will return on July 9! This mission
FROM THE trip is through CSM. You may find out more about CSM at

YOUT DIRECTOR www csm.org

Your prayers are and will continue to be greatly appreciated! Pray for our youth’s hearts, minds, and
hands to be open to the work and to the people God is sending us to work with. Also, pray for safe
travels, making good memories, and that God will shine through us in such a way that we truly will be
His hands and feet!

We will go to The Muny on July 12 to see “The Little Mermaid.” If you want to go, you must sign-up
no later than Wednesday, July 6. And remember, if you bring a friend, | must have a medical form for
him/her. We will sit in the “free” seats, so if you would like to bring snacks (or snacks to share), you
are more than welcome to do so. You may also buy food at the snack bar.

Please note that we will not have Youth Group during the week we are gone on the mission trip or
during the week of Vacation Bible School.

Special Note: “Air Soft” has been pushed back, simply because there is too much going on in July;
and to give you all (you know who you are), more opportunities to come to Youth Group.

Calendar:
July 3-9: Youth Group’s Mission Trip to Nashville, Tennessee
July 6: No Youth Group
July 12: Youth Group’s Trip to The Muny to see “The Little Mermaid”
July 13: Youth Group Meeting from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
June 17-21: Vacation Bible School from 6:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
July 20: No Youth Group
July 27: Youth Group Meeting from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

My New Office Hours Tuesday: 9:00 a.m. — 3:00 p.m. & Wednesday: 3:00 p _.m. —8:30 p.m.




Church Council Meeting Summary
June 9, 2011

Minutes of the May 12, 2011 meeting were
approved.

The Treasurer's Report was approved.
Payment of bills in the amount of
$17,865.88 from the General Fund was
approved.

The Memorial Committee will be contacted
regarding the possibility of using
undesignated funds for new window
coverings in the Youth Director’s office.

The next regular meeting will be held at the
home of Bill and Carol Reckman on July 14,

A donation has been received to upgrade 2011.

the choir room amplifier and the sound
system in the Parish Hall basement.

Note: The approved minutes of all Church Council m eetings are available in the church office.

Our workshop was held on Sunday, June 12, with about 25 people attending from 8 different
committees. The results of the information gathered will be reviewed by our committee, and then
contact will be made again with the committees to begin the process of meeting some of the
challenges to fulfill the mission statement.

The (P)NEUMA worship services will resume in September. Watch for (P)NEUMA'’s return!

Our Golden Agers for July are Betty Volz on July 13 and Thelma Schallenberg on July 15.

We will have a Salem Night Out to The Muny on Friday, August 5, to see the musical “Seven
Brides for Seven Brothers.”  Tickets are $19.00 per person if we have 20 people or more sign-up.
The sign-up deadline is Friday, July 1. The sign-up sheet is outside the church office. You may also
call the church office to sign-up at 488-3215.

There will be no Guild & Brotherhood meetings until the Corn Roast in August.
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The second annual Alhambra-Hamel Ministerial Alliance Applebee's
Breakfast fundraiser will be on Saturday, July 9. Tickets are $10.00
for an all-you-can-eat breakfast at Applebee's in Wood River. We
have tickets for two time slots of 8:15 a.m. and 9:00 a.m. that are
available in the church office. We hope you can come and support
the AHMA and have a wonderful breakfast.




As of 05/31/2011

General Fund Beginning Balance
Income
Offering-Loose
Offering-Envelopes
Miscellaneous Offering
Facility Use Donations
Miscellaneous Receipts-Other
Interest Income-General Fund
Benevolence Received
Total General Fund Income

Expenses
Salaries
Employee Benefits
Maintenance/Property Services
Insurance
Utilities
Supplies-General
Professional Expense
Miscellaneous
Worship
Christian Education
Evangelism
Stewardship
Stephen's Ministry
Benevolence Paid

Total General Fund Expenses
General Fund Ending Balance

Memorial Fund Beginning Balance
Bequests-Memorial Fund Income
Memorial Fund Ending Balance

Building Fund Beginning Balance

Building Fund Offering

Educational Building Maintenance Expense
Building Fund Ending Balance

Music Maintenance Fund Balance

Sabbatical Fund Balance

Endowment Fund Beginning Balance
Transfer from Securities Account (Scholarships)
Endowment Fund Ending Balance

Investment Fund Beginning Balance
Change in Market Value-Church Sec. Fund
Scholarships (Transfer to Endowment Fund)
Investment Fund Ending Balance

Mission Matching Beginning Fund Balance
Change in Market Value-Mission Match
Mission Matching Ending Fund Balance

Reserve Fund Beginning Balance
Interest Income-Reserve Fund
Reserve Fund Ending Balance

Other Restricted Fund Balance

Current Activity

11,686.51

4,308.00
11,045.00
295.00
75.00
0.00

2.70
976.00

16,701.70

8,649.01
1,389.45
653.89
0.00
2,259.05
1,529.75
994.72
510.00
288.62
361.13
19.78
0.00
0.00
3,948.50

20,603.90

$7,784.31

23,843.24

100.00

$23,943.24

8,086.35

225.00
(2,795.00)

$5,516.35

$942.00

$8,665.17

57,177.49

1,500.00

$58,677.49

149,354.00

(2,213.97)
(1,500.00)

$145,640.03

119,483.88

(1,723.09)

$117,760.79

7,089.39

15.58

$7,104.97

$1,200.00




At PandaMania, kids will discover that God is wild about them—a fact that will change them forever!
PandaMania will be filled with incredible Bible-learning experiences; kids will see, hear, touch, and
even taste! Bible Point crafts, team-building games, cool Bible songs, and tasty treats are just a few
of the PandaMania activities that will help the kids’ faith flow into real life. Plus, we will help kids
discover how to see evidence of God in everyday life—something we call God Sightings. Get ready
to hear that phrase a lot!

Vacation Bible School: PandaMania
July 17-21
6:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.

Registration and Permission to Treat forms may be found on Salem’s website (www.salemuccalh.org)
or on the table outside the church office. Please return these forms ASAP, so materials may be
ordered.

You can support PandaMania by donating the needed items listed below. If you prefer to make an
offering to offset the cost of Vacation Bible School, please write on the memo line of your check
“VBS.” Our mission project for the week will be school supplies. All donations, supplies or offering,
will be appreciated.

Silk Leaves White Beads Green Material
Paper Lanterns Black Beads Star Stickers
Paper Umbrellas Green Paper or Cellophane Glow in the Dark Stars
Paper Fans

There will be no Kids For Christ (KFC) event scheduled for July.
Please join us for Vacation Bible School (VBS): July 17- 21.
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Richelle Braundmeier Chris Uhe
Faye Brown Emily Uhe
Shannon Hogg Patty Uhe
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K/1st/2nd 7th Young Adult
Sydney Basler Sam Ahimeyer Donnie Reagan
Blake Ernst Emily Duncan Theresa Reinhardt

Tessa Renken

Camie Ernst
Cheyenne Reckman

Aaron Uhe
Christopher Uhe

3rd/4th Laura Renken
Taylor Ernst Adult
Tori Lynn 8th Janet Bloemker
Wyatt Reckman Jordan Lynn Anita Cain
Dakota Reckman Dawn Reagan
5th/6th Darrin Reinhardt Ron Schmidt
Haley Basler
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Toddler 3rd/4th 8th
Lorene Knackstedt (Sub) Kris Lynn Irving Gray
Laura Muench Jill Verson Jim Reagan
Emily Uhe
Donna Yates 5th/6th Young Adult
Sandy Ahlmeyer Faye Brown
Pre-Kindergarten Connie Duncan
Paige Basler Adult

Dawn Reinhardt

K/1st/2nd
Tammy Burton
Denise Grandame

7th
Justin Bonnell
Melanie Bonnell
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Pastor John Mindrup

Monitor
Leon Uhe

We would like to thank Pastor Jerry Amiri for all his guidance and Jennifer Henschen for all her hard
work in the office. We also would like to thank the Salem Seekers Task Force and the curriculum
committees—Faye Brown, the curriculum leader, Carol Amiri, Paige Basler, Anita Cain, Irving Gray,
Donita Prott, Devon Reckman, Ronna Renken, and Emily Uhe for serving on the committees.

This was our second year of Salem Seekers, and it was a success!!! During the year, we did see an
increase in the number of students attending.

Thank you everyonel!!ll We could not have done it without you—the parents for bringing their children
and the teachers/shepherds. You all hold a special place in our hearts. Thank you also to Salem
congregation for all your support throughout the year. We don't tell you thank you enough.

Thanks again to everyone!!!
Patty L. Uhe, Director




# $ (111 #7

" #$('04 1
n |O$IO$l#$#$)
&#H 8 #H%$ "' #)SO#
July 3 No Sunday School - Fourth of July Weekend
July 10 God’s Creation — Day 4
July 17 God’s Creation — Day 5
July 24 No Sunday School - Vacation Bible School (VBS) Closing
July 31 God’s Creation — Day 6
August 7 God’s Creation — Day 6 Continued
August 14 God’s Creation — Day 7
August 21 Drama Presentation
August 28 A Special Visit
September 4 No Sunday School - Labor Day Weekend
September 11 Rally Day

Friday, September 2 - Monday, September 5, 2011

Activities include:
canoeing, swimming, hiking, volleyball, sightseeing, etc.

Dining and accommodations are at Timber Lodge.
Additional lodging is available in air conditioned cabins as well as tent/RV camping.

Come for all or part of the weekend!

A sign-up sheet is available in the passageway.
Please contact Krista Mansholt at 488-6765 or mansholt@agtelco.com with questions.

Open House to be held in church basement on Sunday, July 31

Everyone is welcome!
Refreshments will be served.
Projects and pictures will be on display.
Doors open at noon.

Special note to former members and leaders:

If you have been in the Morning Glories or know someone who has, please drop us a note to let us
know where you are now and what you remember about being in 4-H. Also, we would love to have
any pictures that you would like to scan for us, so we may add them to our display. Please give the
pictures to Patty Uhe.
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Dear Salem Church Family,

Thank you so much for all your love, support,
and kind words over the years. | cannot believe
| have been here at Salem as the Office
Coordinator for 5 years already—time sure flies
by when you work for such amazing people!

| have to admit | was slightly embarrassed to
have such a fuss made over me on Sunday,
June 5—especially the part where | stood in
front of the congregation with all eyes on me as
we all listened to Pastor Jerry say the many
kind words about me and the work | do. Thank
you, Pastor Jerry, for these kind words that
expressed how much | am truly appreciated.

Thank you to all of you for recognizing my 5
year work anniversary and for the giftcard.
Also, thank you, Lorna McGee, for making the
delicious cake in my honor.

Thanks again for everything!
Jennifer Henschen
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Dear Salem Friends,

We thank you for the many anniversary cards
we received in the mail. We enjoyed each and
every one! It was really heartwarming to have
SO many remembering us on our anniversary.

Sincerely,
Al & Betty Volz
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Dear Friends,

Hitz Memorial thanks you for your donation.
Your generosity is a very important part of the
Home’s commitment to excellence in long term
care.

On behalf of the residents, Board of Directors,
and staff of Hitz Memorial Home, please accept
our sincere appreciation for your generous gift.

Sincerely,
Susan Tudor, Administrator of Hitz Home
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Where: The Tamarack Golf Course in Shiloh, Illinois

When: Friday, July 29, 2011

Time: Registration & Lunch at 12:00 p.m. & Shotgun Start at 1:00 p.m.
Cost: $75 per Golfer / $275 per Team of 4

The Hoyleton Children’s Home Foundation works to raise funds to support the mission of
Hoyleton Ministries, Hoyleton Youth and Family Services, and Puentes de Esperanza.

Sometimes It's Hard to Ask for Help

We are brought up to be strong, self-sufficient, independent
people. We tend to think if we ask for help, it is a sign of
weakness. So we try to keep our struggles hidden, stuffed deep
inside. However, this is not God's plan. Galatians 6:2 says,
"Bear one another's burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ."
God wants us to care for others and allow others to care for us in
our time of need.

If you are sad or struggling inside, don't suffer alone. Ask for help. We have a team of Stephen
Ministers who are ready to listen, care, encourage, pray, and help you through a tough time. (It is
confidential too!) Find out more about Stephen Ministry by talking with one of our Stephen Leaders
listed below. Our Stephen Ministers are there to care!

Rev. Jerry Amiri: (O) 618-488-3215 / (C) 636-328-3332
Pastor John Mindrup: (C) 618-409-3941
Betty DeLaurenti: (C) 618-973-0572
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Date Greeter(s) Liturgist | Recorder Ushers Nursery Attendant
July 3 | Anita K. Cain Anita K. Brett Lewis & Lorene Knackstedt Fourth of July:
(9am) Cain Henschen Sharon Hanes / Ken Suhre | No Team Scheduled
Lorman Reckmann
July 10 | Gene & Terri Brenda Ron Delmar & Wilma Blom Emily Uhe
(9am) Templeman Schlechte | Mindrup Charley & Tolly Vassier Patty Uhe
Mark Vassier / Melissa April
July 17 | Marvin & Elinor Jill Lawrence Sandy Ahlmeyer Tammy Burton
(9am) Stille Verson Henschen Dave & Ronna Renken Christie Hampton
Bill & Carol Reckman
July 24 | Brett & Jennifer|  Donna Joe Richelle Braundmeier VBS Sunday:
(9am) Henschen Merkle Bolyard | Bob Dauderman / Shannon Hgggo Team Scheduled
Betty DelLaurenti / Shirley Gall
July 31 | Sharon Hanes Anita K. | Patti Doug & Nancy Heidbrink Gale Bolen
(9am) Cain Reckmann  Dave & Jerri Riechmann Sara Bolen
Brenda Schlechte

There are no acolytes scheduled for the summer mdm.
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Jackson Steven Wright was born on Monday, June 13, 2011, to
Craig Wright & Courtney Reckmann. Jackson weighed 7 pounds
and 8 ounces, and he was 20 inches long. Proud grandparents
are Steve & Patti Reckmann and Lynn & Dee Wright.

Ember Price and Josh Brosin celebrated their marriage on Saturday, June 11, 2011.

Liam Edmund Thornton was baptized at Salem on Sunday, June 19,
2011, by Rev. Jerry Amiri. Liam was born on December 18, 2010, to
Kyle & Molly Thornton. His grandparents are Terry & Rosemary
Thornton and Mike & Doris Driscoll. His great-grandparents are
Donald & Leatta Thornton, Dick & Betty Driscoll, and Velma
Henkhaus. His sponsors are Ryan Driscoll and Rachel Thornton.
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Please keep the families of Betty Olive and Michael Donohoo
in your thoughts and prayers.

Betty Olive , sister of Helen Beshears, Shirley Olsen, & Fern Scheller,
died on Sunday, June 12, 2011.

Michael Donohoo , husband of Diana Donohoo, died on Friday, June 17, 2011.




Cancer Concerns:

Wayne Gentry
Verna Gilley
Norman Henschen

Health Concerns:
Helen Dugan
Bob Dugan
Julia Hobbs
Cherie Kuhn
Marie Mindrup
Fred Monk
(Son-in-Law of Bob Mindrup)
Melvin Roberts
Toby Suhre
Lieselotte Wiskow
(Mother of Dagmar Annable)

Hitz Memorial Home:

Mamie Ernst
Orlean Hosto
Thelma Schallenberg
Udell Wehling

Alhambra Care Center:
Adelia Leuscher

Faith Country Side Apartments:
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Dorothy Knabel

Glen Have Gardens of Alton:

Lois Lane

Eden Village:
Lawrence & Hilda Ramach
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July 14
July 1 July 7. Bob Henschen
Nathaniel Collmann Jeff Nihiser Keri Henschen
Sheridan Mettler
July 2 July 10
Linda Abert Mae Lammi July 15
Bryan Becker Doris Greear Thelma Schallenberg
Lisa Schuetz Danny Cruthis Freddie Riepshoff
Kayla Washburn Alyssa Diesselhorst Patricia Davis
Taylor Jarvis Jimmy Mills
July 11 Caylee Mortensen
July 3 Velma Henkhaus
Mike Ahlmeyer Ruth Hosto July 16
Julia Hobbs Carol Reckman Jennifer Follwell
Drew Galbiati Cory Mortensen Mark Korsmeyer
Dustin Riechmann Joshua Rinderer
July 4
Kevin Donohoo July 12 July 19
Jeff Meier Michaela Tillerson
July 6 Kelsey Snider Barry Harris
Melvin Greear Megan Mollet
Don Riepshoff July 13
Bob Frank Betty Volz July 20
Melinda Diesselhorst Alyssa Reiman
Jaden Jarvis

Kenny Randle

July 21
Melanie Tillerson

Richard Sander
Nicole Suhre

July 22
Kandy Buzick

Briley Mollet

July 23
Don Gehrig

Jordan Braundmeier

July 24
Elnora Hamann

Larry McGee
Steve Sander
Kurt Geschwend
Zachary Stout

July 25
Terri Templeman

Danika Dale

July 26
Becky Debatin

Susan Stumpf
Brandon Parker
Cole Wendler

July 28
Amaya Tillerson

Ashley Prott

July 29
Jackie Parker

July 30
Lewis Knackstedt

Ted Mettler

July 31
Betty DelLaurenti

Chris Schmidt
Amanda Korsmeyer
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Friday
Saturday
Sunday

Sun. — Sat.

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Saturday
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Sunday

Monday

Wednesday

Sunday

July 1
July 2
July 3

July 3-9

July 4

July 5

July 6

July 7

July 10

July 11

July 12

July 13

July 14

July 16
July 17

July 18

July 19

July 20

July 21

July 24

July 25

July 27

July 31

9:00am

6:00pm
7:00pm
7:15pm

9:00am
9:30am

7:00pm
7:00pm

1:00pm
7:00pm
TBA

6:00-8:00pm
6:30pm

9:00am
9:30am

6:00-8:30pm

9:00am
6:00-8:30pm

6:00-8:30pm
7:00pm

6:00-8:30pm

6:00-8:30pm
9:00am

6:00-8:00pm

9:00am
9:30am

12:00pm

Church Office Will Be Closed Today.
No (P)NEUMA Worship

Worship with Communion
No Salem Seekers (Sunday School)
Fellowship Hour after Worship

Youth Group’s Mission Trip
Church Office Will Be Closed Today.

Evangelism Committee Meeting
Property Committee Meeting
Worship Committee Meeting

No Bell/Choir Practices
No Youth Group Meeting

No BOCE Meeting

Worship
Salem Seekers (Sunday School)
Fellowship Hour after Worship

Church Office Will Be Closed Today.
Stewardship Committee Meeting
Mission Committee Meeting

Senior Citizens
Stephen Ministry Meeting
Youth Group’s Trip to The Muny

No Bell/Choir Practices
Youth Group Meeting

BBQ & Church Council Meeting
At the Home of Bill & Carol Reckman

No (P)NEUMA Worship

Worship

Salem Seekers (Sunday School)
Fellowship Hour after Worship
Vacation Bible School — PandaMania

Church Office Will Be Closed Today.
July Messenger Articles Are Due
Vacation Bible School — PandaMania

Vacation Bible School — PandaMania
Historical Committee Meeting

No Bell/Choir Practices
No Youth Group Meeting
Vacation Bible School — PandaMania

No Guild & Brotherhood Meeting
Vacation Bible School — PandaMania

Worship — VBS Sunday
No Salem Seekers (Sunday School)
Fellowship Hour after Worship

Church Office Will Be Closed Today.

No Bell/Choir Practices
Youth Group Meeting

Praise Worship

Salem Seekers (Sunday School)
Fellowship Hour after Worship

Open House: Alhambra Morning Glories
4-H Club Is Celebrating 70 Years!!!




Pastor Jerry’s Office Hours:

Tuesday — Thursday: 8:30 a.m. —11:30 a.m.
(Available for Walk-Ins and Appointments)

Youth Director’s Office Hours:

Tuesday: 9:00 a.m. —3:00 p.m.
Wednesday: 3:00 p.m. — 8:30 p.m.

Office Coordinator’s Office Hours:
Tuesday — Friday: 9:00 a.m. — 3:00 p.m.
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