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We are God’s children called to seek, share, teaaid continue to experience the Word of God.
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We are entering the wonder of Christmas—Christmas programs, hunting for the perfect Christmas
tree, candlelight worship services, etc. One of the many things | look forward to at Christmas is how
everyone seemingly reverts to being a child. There is something about the expectation of receiving
gifts that brings out the child in each of us. 1 like to receive gifts as much as the next person. There
is something special about knowing someone went out of his or her way to specifically pick out
something for you.

This brings us to the story of the kings bringing gold, frankincense, and myrrh to the Christ Child.
From this story comes the familiar Christmas Carol, “We Three Kings.” There are those who will point
out the Bible actually never says how many kings there were; it only mentions three gifts were
brought. However, the number of kings misses the point entirely. The focus is not the number, but
that it was kings who brought a lowly child very expensive gifts. On one hand, this story is about
sharing the events of Christ’s birth; and on the other hand, it is a story about us.

In the story about us, we are the Christ Child—new to the world and innocent to the ways of the
world—receiving gifts for the “now” and “future.” The gold, frankincense, and myrrh for us is Jesus
Christ. Gold represents we can be rich with Jesus Christ. Frankincense was used in the temple and
represents the presence of God. Myrrh was used for anointing the body at death, and we all need
Jesus at death. The other aspect of how this story is about us is the fact our King brought us a gift,
Jesus Christ.

We begin to see how the story of the magi is really about us. We receive a precious and valuable gift
from God in Jesus Christ. How will we respond? Will we give thanks to God for His most precious
gift, His Son? One of the many ways we can respond is to re-gift. That is, we can offer the gift of
Jesus Christ to others. We can do this by being Christ-like by reaching out to the disenfranchised,
loving our enemies, feeding the hungry, giving help to the poor, etc.

| pray you have a blessed Christmas. | suspect you will because | know what you are getting for
Christmas.

Peace,




(Suggested Readings: John — Chapters 12 & 17)

God did not send us a Christmas card; God sent us His Son—the very meaning of Christmas! We
know Christ came to save us, yet the question of why needs to be answered. | believe it is because He
wants to have a love relationship with each of us—today, tomorrow, and forever.

Imagine the disciples walking and talking with Jesus. The walking need not be considered only a stride,
but any deliberate, purposeful action. The talking need not be limited to a voice, but any
communication. Even as Jesus walked and talked with His disciples, another relationship was perfectly
unfolding. Jesus was ever walking and talking with His Father in heaven.

Jesus invites each of us into this relationship—a relationship of love in perfect accordance with God.
Consider how much of our daily life is involved with unproductive movements, often to avoid some real
or imagined pain. How much of our present life is drowning in words—words both spoken and heard.
Words that either have no meaning or if they do have meaning, they are readily nullified as our actions
prove we do not even believe what we are saying. We all have to deal with the superficial elements of
life. We are called to attend to each one to the Glory of God, yet may we keep the purpose of life in
right relationship in every word and action. Do not lay your invitation down or store your invitation in a
drawer. Sew a pocket in your shirt and keep your invitation with you always. When the trials of life
burden you, check your invitation. Your invitation is right there, so is Jesus.

A Blessed Christmas to Us All!

We are at the end of the year...Whoo! This year has truly flown by! As

we leave the month of November (which usually translates into

Thanksgiving and Thanksgiving break), let us not leave these things

behind; let's continue to be thankful and mindful of our blessings. It is

my hope and prayer as the Christmas season quickly approaches, we

keep these things in practice as well. Let us not be greedy or entitled
about the things we want, wish, and desire to have, but let's remember we are all tremendously
blessed—with our needs met and most, if not every, want seen too.

In Youth Group, we will continue our study, “Who Needs A Superhero?: Finding Virtue, Vice, and
What's Holy In The Comics.” So come to Youth Group!

A BIG thank you to all who helped work, serve, and participated with the Turkeyfest!!!l An even
BIGGER thank you to all who attended and supported our youth! We had about 134 people and
made just over $600!!! This was a great start to raising funds for our summer trips!!! | do apologize
for those we had to turn away; we had more in attendance than we had prepared for! Next year we
hope to have enough for seconds! And another BIG thanks to the Men’s Fellowship for the food
donations and to the Women’s Guild for the Bingo and (paper) products!!! Without all of you, the
Turkeyfest would not have been as great as it was! Thank you, Thank you!!!

Youth: Please note the below events for your calendars!! For more information, please refer to your
December Salem Youth Newsletter and Calendar!

Youth Group Meetings:

Middle School Tuesdays from 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
High School = Wednesdays from 7:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.

December Events:

Monday, December 5  Anna Renken’s Birthday!!!

Sunday, December 11  Sign-Up Deadline for Middle School Summer Trip
Sunday, December 18  Christmas Party at Church from 4:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Friday, December 23 — Monday, January 2  Christmas Break!!!

Saturday, December 24  Christmas Eve

Sunday, December 25  Christmas Day
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Church Council Meeting Summary
November 10, 2011

Minutes of the October 13, 2011, meeting were approved.
The Treasurer’s Report was approved.
Payment of bills in the amount of $13,797.22 was approved.

Permission was granted for the use of the sausage house for preparation of the meat for Santa’s
Breakfast at Alhambra Elementary School on December 3. No fee will be charged for facility use.

Per Salem’s Constitution the Annual Meeting must be held on the third Sunday in January. In
order to allow sufficient time to prepare and audit financial records for inclusion in the Annual
Report, a motion will be requested to suspend all action, adjourn the meeting on January 15,
2012, and reconvene on the following Sunday, January 22, 2012. This will accommodate
preparation of financial reports and audits and preparation of the annual report for distribution on
January 15, 2012. The congregation will be notified in advance of this request.

Meeting was adjourned and reconvened to an executive session for the purpose of discussing
salaries in the proposed 2012 budget. Proposed budget discussion will continue at the December
meeting.

Note: The approved minutes of all Church Council m eetings are available in the church office.

Salem’s Constitution sets the Annual Meeting date for the third Sunday in January. That date is
January 15, 2012. There will be only one week for the financial audit to be completed and
preparation and printing of the Annual Report if it is to be distributed the week prior to the meeting on
January 8. Because of the short time frame, the Church Council agreed that the Annual Report
would be distributed on January 15. The Annual Meeting will be called to order immediately after
church on January 15, per the Constitution, and a motion will be requested to table all items, adjourn
the meeting, and reconvene on January 22, 2012, immediately after church.

A date will be scheduled prior to the Annual Meeting for discussion of the proposed budget for 2012.
There will be no action taken at this meeting, but there will be an opportunity to ask questions and
make suggestions. Check the Sunday bulletin for the date and time.

From the Nominating Committee

The Nominating Committee, consisting of Delmar Blom, Irving Gray, and Ron Schmidt, has begun its
work. The committee’s job is to seek candidates to fill vacancies on the Church Council, church
committees and boards. These candidates will be submitted for approval to the congregation at the
Annual Meeting.

Vacancies to be filled are:

Board of Christian Education (3) Mission (1) Property (3)
Church Council (4) Nomination (2) Stewardship (3)
Evangelism (2) Pastoral Relations (1) Worship (2)
Long Range Planning (2) Personnel (1)

Except for the Church Council, members whose terms expire this year have the opportunity to
continue. The term on the Church Council and Long Range Planning Committee is three years. All
other committee assignments are two year terms.

If you wish to volunteer, contact one of the Nominating Committee members. We also will have sign-
up sheets with a brief description of the committee functions on the table outside the church office.

Much of the work of the church is done by our boards and committees. Our church, as it goes
forward, needs dedicated, creative people to plan its activities.



(October Fund Activity as of 10/31/2011)

Account Name Current Activity
General Fund Balance 2,670.54
Income
Offering-Loose 7,560.30
Offering-Envelopes 13,585.00
Miscellaneous Offering 105.86
Facility Use Donations 204.00
Interest Income-General Fund 1.81
Benevolence Received 992.00
Total General Fund Income 22,448.97
Expense
Salaries 8,360.51
Employee Benefits 1,367.37
Maintenance/Property Services 589.14
Insurance 947.86
Utilities 1,585.79
Supplies-General 675.97
Professional Expense 565.10
Miscellaneous (7.27)
Worship 291.25
Christian Education (47.02)
Evangelism 72.46
Benevolence Paid 2,374.84
Total General Fund Expenses 16,776.00
Transfer (to) from Reserve 0.00
General Fund Ending Balance $8,343.51
Memorial Fund Beginning Balance 16,261.09
Bequests — Memorial Fund Income 812.00
Memorial Fund Expense — Educational Building Blinds (4,600.00)
Memorial Fund Expense — Music (53.50)
Memorial Fund Ending Balance $12,419.59
Building Fund Beginning Balance 3,461.35
Building Fund Offering 750.00
Building Fund Ending Balance $4,211.35
Music Maintenance Fund Beginning Balance 942.00
Music Maintenance Expense (226.70)
Music Maintenance Fund Ending Balance $715.30
Sabbatical Fund Balance (No Activity) $8,665.17
Endowment Fund Beginning Balance 57,291.91
Interest Income — Endowment Fund 115.67
Endowment Fund Ending Balance $57,407.58
Investment Fund Beginning Balance 128,198.17
Change in Market Value — Church Sec. Fund 10,640.25
Investment Fund Ending Balance 138,838.42
Mission Matching Fund Beginning Balance 100,609.50
Change in Market Value-Mission Match 8,082.46
Mission Matching Fund Ending Balance $108,691.96
Reserve Fund Beginning Balance 151.37
Interest Income-Reserve Fund 8.42
Reserve Fund Ending Balance $159.79
Other Restricted Fund Beginning Balance 1,200.00
Exercise Class Expense (200.00)
Other Restricted Fund Ending Balance $1,000.00
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The Stewardship Committee would like to thank all
for their efforts and generous increase in giving.
The Stewardship Committee continues to encourage all
to prayerfully consider their support of Salem.

In December, funds received in the “Christmas” envelopes will be
donated to Hoyleton Ministries. The Hoyleton Ministries are
dedicated to helping all people realize the quality of life that God
intends. Their staff provides compassionate care to thousands of
children who have, through no fault of their own, entered the child
welfare system. Your donation helps to provide the resources
necessary for the Hoyleton Ministries to care for the most vulnerable
members of our communities. Thank you in advance for supporting
this mission of the United Church of Christ.

The Stewardship Committee

The Christmas Fund for the Veterans of the Cross and the
Emergency Fund is one of the four special mission offerings of the
National United Church of Christ. This special offering helps provide
pension and health premium supplementation to low-income retired
church workers, emergency grants to clergy families in need, and
Christmas "Thank You" gift checks to hundreds of annuitants;
administered by the Pension Boards. Envelopes for this special
offering may be found in the December 4 and December 11 bulletins.

MISSION: 1

The totals for Mission 1 are in. We not only exceeded our goal of 1,111 food items—we blew the
doors offl We collected an astounding 1,526 items and over $350 in cash donations, which will be
used for the local food pantries. Once again, Salem has stepped up to the plate and hit yet another
homerun! Yeah team! Thanks to all!!!

The January 2012 Messenger:

Due to the Holidays,
the January 2012 Messenger may be out a couple days late.

REMINDER: Annual Meeting Reports Are Due Soon!!!

| would like to remind everyone—especially all committees—that Salem’s Annual
Meeting is coming up soon, so please start preparing your committee’s summary and
treasurer’s report (if your committee has one) for the past year. If your committee
could give me this information as soon as possible, | would appreciate it. Annual
Reports are due on Tuesday, December 20, 2011, by 9:00 a.m. | understand not all
the treasurer’s reports will be ready by this date, so please give me these reports as
soon as you have them done. | would like to thank everyone in advance for helping
me with this.
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December 4 December 11 December 18 December 25 January 1
: Opening Opening Opening Opening
Gathering Room 8:45 —9:00 a.m. | 8:45—9:00 am. | 8:45—9:00 a.m. 8:45 — 9:00 a.m.
Gathering Room ALL: | T I\~I 6 _______________
Movi K —
(Movie) Pre-K — 6th SALEM
, : SEEKERS
Faith Island ALL:
(Christmas Eve Practice) | Pre-K—-6th | TODAYL | momeemeees
Faith Island | | ALL: HAVE | .
(Bible Bucks Store) Pre-K — 6th A
MERRY
Faith Island | | 0 CHRISTMAS! ALL:
(Special Party) | | Pre-K — 6th
: Closing Closing Closing Closing
Gathering Room 9:40 — 9:45 am. | 9:40 — 9:45 am. | 9:40 — 9:45 am. 9:40 — 9:45 a.m.
All children will start in the Gathering Room at 8: 45 a.m.

After the opening gathering, the children will be led to their specific workshop by their shepherds.

Please pick up your child in the Gathering Room at

9:45 a.m.

~ Kids For Christ (KFC) ~

On November 13, Kids for Christ (KFC) had 11 kids prepare 11 care packages. We would like to
thank everyone who baked cookies and contributed other goodies for the care packages for the
servicemen and servicewomen.

The December Kids for Christ (KFC) event will be on Sunday, December 11, directly after worship.

We will have a special Christmas party, so you do not want to miss it!

Please sign-up on the table

outside the church office, so we may plan accordingly. Please bring a canned good and/or item for

the food pantry.
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The Food Basket Committee would like to thank all who gave gifts of
food, time, and money for the food baskets that we did at

Thanksgiving.
recipients thank everyone for thinking of them at this time.

All of the food was greatly appreciated, and the
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The Giving Tree will be in the passageway with paper ribbons hanging on the tree
displaying the needed items, so please pick out one or more ribbons to help give
someone a special Christmas. Monetary donations also are appreciated. We will
need the gifts back at the church no later than Sunday morning, December 11, 2011.
Please do not wrap the items. Thanks for your help in making this a special time.

Giving Tree Committee
Paige Basler & Mary Reinhardt




If you are sad or struggling inside, do not suffer alone. Ask for
help. We have a team of Stephen Ministers who are ready to
listen, care, encourage, pray, and help you through a tough time.
(It is confidential too!) Find out more about Stephen Ministry by
talking with one of our Stephen Leaders listed below. Our
Stephen Ministers are there to care!

Rev. Jerry Amiri: (O) 618-488-3215 / (C) 636-328-3332
Pastor John Mindrup: (C) 618-409-3941
Betty DeLaurenti: (C) 618-973-0572
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Next Meeting of the Men'’s Fellowship & Women’s Guil d:

+ -+

Thursday, December 15, 2011, at 6:30 p.m.
Pastor Jerry Amiri will have the devotion, and there will be a Christmas Potluck.

December Golden Agers Are:

Verna

Abert on December 1

Bob Dugan on December 10
Elda Schmidt on December 10

Jack Frandsen on December 13
Edith Kaufman on December 18
Irene Soens on December 31

64th Annual Whole Hog Sausage Supper

Sauerkraut

L0 I

SERVING FROM 2:30 P.M. TO 8:00 P.M.

MENU:

FRESH HOMEMADE PORK SAUSAGE

Potatoes Gravy Applesauce Gr

een Beans Dessert

Coffee Milk

The ticket prices have been raised to $9.00 for adults and carry-outs
and $4.00 for children ages 5 to 10. Ages 4 and under will be free.

Sausage Supper Committee Chairs:

Purchasing: Don Merkle Advertising & Ticket Sales:
Processing: Lawrence Henschen Laverne Korsmeyer
Lewis Knackstedt Ron Schmidt
Kitchen: Rhet Mansholt Seating: Bob Dauderman
Dave Renken Delmar Korsmeyer
Dishwashing: Bev Engelke Public Relations: Pastor Jerry Amiri
Fryers: Ron Bolen Sausage Carriers: Derik Payne
Jim Reagan Donnie Reagan
Greg Reinhardt Mark Vassier
Leon Uhe Elevator: Lorman Reckmann
Sausage Sales: Charlie Brown Wayne Stille
Dave Frueh Parking: Howard Eyman
Linda Uhe Boy Scouts — Caine Kelso
Vernon Uhe
Carry-Out: Jim & Dagmar Annable Butchering Date: January 23, 2012
Bill & Carol Reckman . ]
Processing Dates: January 25, 2012
Tables: Vernon Blom

Joe Dauderman
Dean Korsmeyer

Supper Date:

January 26, 2012
January 28, 2012




DATE:
Sunday, December 4, 2011

TIME:

Directly after Worship
(We expect the party to last about an hour.)

PLACE:
Fellowship Hall

QUESTIONS:
Carol Amiri @ 636-328-3331

HOSTED BY:
Salem Women's Guild
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You are invited to the Salem Cookie Exchange . Take a break from the holiday rush, and share the
Christmas spirit with old and new friends. Come and enjoy appetizers, cider, coffee, and cookies.
We look forward to seeing you—and your cookies, of course!

All cookies should be homemade.

Please bring 4 1/2 dozen (4 dozen to exchange and 1/2 dozen to share at the party).
The theme is "Vintage Cookies." Think about the colorful, heritage-based cookies your
grandmother or great-grandmother made. (Hopefully, they won't be chocolate chip because

multitudes of the same may not be fun!)

Arrange your cookies on a large platter or in a basket. Be creative!

Bring a large container to carry away 4 dozen NEW (to you) cookies. (These 4 dozen will be
mixed, as we will be circling the table filling the containers on a methodical basis.)

If you can, email a copy of your recipe to Jenn Henschen by December 1.

If you cannot, just bring 20 copies of your recipe to the party.

Christmas attire is encouraged! A prize will be given for the most festive Christmas outfit, and
a prize will be given for the silliest Christmas socks!

We will play games—wait till you see what we have in store for you!

Boar’'s Head Festival on Sunday, December 11, at &@®.m.

We have 20 tickets reserved for this annual
event held at Immanuel Lutheran Church in St.
Charles, Missouri. The event is free but a free-
will  offering will be taken during the
performance.

The festival has its roots in pagan feasts in
which the boar was first served. The colorful
ceremony of the Boar’s Head became a part of
the Christian celebration in the great manor
houses of the Middle Ages. The Christian
church endowed the ceremony with symbolic
meaning and elevated it to the service of God,
thereby enriching the lives of all it touched.

In medieval England, the boar was a ferocious
beast and sovereign of the forest, a danger

and menace to man, and therefore the symbol
of evil. The presentation of the boar’s head at
Christmastime signified the triumph of the
Christ Child over sin. The festival has become
a tradition at Immanuel Lutheran in which the
entire congregation takes patrt.

We will gather here at Salem at 2:00 p.m. to
carpool. After the pageant, we will have
supper together on Main Street in historic St.
Charles, Missouri. If you would like to attend
this special event, please either sign-up on the
table outside the office or call the church office.
We only have 20 tickets, and they will go fast.

You will not forget the music and pageantry of
this event as you prepare for Christmas.
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On Sunday, November 20, we celebrated Totenfest, and we remembered these friends and family:

Donna Lacey
(08/08/1928 — 11/29/2010)

Bob Volz
(03/17/1931 — 11/30/2010)

Luella Boedicker
(09/20/1912 — 01/09/2011)

Glenn Huber
(04/25/1939 — 01/21/2011)

Esther Boda
(10/21/1926 — 01/25/2011)

Dale Bloemker
(01/12/1939 — 01/28/2011)

Don Koch
(02/28/1937 — 02/21/2011)

Ted Henkhaus
(08/19/1934 — 03/03/2011)

Evelyn Krueger
(04/18/1928 — 04/05/2011)

Betty Olive
(06/14/1934 — 06/12/2011)

Michael Donohoo
(09/30/1969 — 06/17/2011)

Bob Zink
(02/22/1943 — 08/20/2011)

Donna Nasalroad
(12/18/1933 — 09/18/2011)

Ewald Demkey
(05/14/1941 — 09/22/2011)

Virgil Suhre
(12/31/1928 — 10/04/2011)

Donny Maine
(10/26/1940 — 10/22/2011)

Judy Nagel
(10/16/1944 — 11/06/2011)

Janet Bloemker
(02/27/1942 — 11/09/2011)

Betty Courtright
(12/31/1936 — 11/09/2011)

We also acknowledged honorariums, gifts, & memorials given in December 2010 thru November 2011.

- /
Gloria Henschen’s 80th Birthday Richard & Fern Scheller’'s

Salem Memorial Fund 50th Wedding Anniversary

Salem Memorial Fund

Electa Leitch

Sound System for Parish Hall Basement Olin & Betty Zweck’s

Upgrade to Church’s Sound System 50th Wedding Anniversary

Blinds for Education Building Salem Memorial Fund

/ 1

Delmar & Wilma Blom

Chairs for Pastor’s Office

Valances for Pastor’s Office

/

Dale Bloemker
Board of Christian Education
Salem Memorial Fund

Janet Bloemker
Salem Memorial Fund
Salem Cemetery Association

Edwin & Olga Blom
Kristal Bell Music

Luella Boedicker
Salem Memorial Fund

Clarence Brown
Music Stands for Praise Team
Screen for Salem Seekers

Jim Collmann
Benches for Courtyard
Chancel Choir Music

Nellie Dauderman
Education Building’s Landscape

Ewald Demkey
Salem Memorial Fund

Ted Henkhaus
Salem Memorial Fund

Carl & May Hosto
Endowment Fund

Leroy & Luella Hosto
Hoyleton Children’s Home

Glenn Huber
Salem Memorial Fund

Elmer Klenke
Education Building’s Landscape

Don Koch
Salem Memorial Fund

Elmer & Roberta Korsmeyer
Endowment Fund

Henry & Francis Korsmeyer
Endowment Fund

Evelyn Krueger
Television Cart & Safety Strap
for Salem Seekers
Stereo Receiver
for Gathering Room

Tony Mriscin
Salem Memorial Fund

Judy Nagel
Salem Memorial Fund

Betty Olive
Salem Memorial Fund

Aggie Otto
Salem Memorial Fund

Barbara Otto
Salem Memorial Fund

Mr. & Mrs. Fred Otto
Salem Memorial Fund

Karol Reckmann
Blinds for Education Building

Danny Reinhardt
Salem Memorial Fund

Dexter Riechmann
Salem Building Fund

Leroy Sander
Salem Building Fund
Salem Cemetery Association

Anna Stoecklin
Salem Memorial Fund

Virgil Suhre
Salem Memorial Fund
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A big thank you goes to Wilma Blom, Anita
Cain, Donna Merkle, Carol Reckman, Lorene
Uhe, and Tolly Vassier for redoing the curtains
in the Educational Building. Their time and
talent turned our old curtains into “new”
valances that look awesome! Thanks to all!
Your work is truly appreciated!

Salem United Church of Christ
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Thank you to Lawrence Henschen, Lewis
Knackstedt, Larry McGee, and Gene
Templeman for all their hard work in spreading
rock for the landscape by the Educational
Building. Their hard work is appreciated by all!

Salem United Church of Christ
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PASTORAL RELATIONS COMMITTEE

The Pastoral Relations Committee is always
ready to hear ideas and suggestions. Members
of the committee are:

Bev Engelke 488-6922
Rick Porter 675-3985
Dave Renken 633-2469
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Hitz Home Auxiliary Christmas Tasting Bee

Friday, December 2, 2011, at 1:00 p.m.

Cost: $5.00
Bake Sale & Crafts

Come join us for an afternoon of fellowship,
Christmas Carols, and tasting the Christmas
goodies!
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Dear Salem Members,

Thank you for all your expressions of sympathy,
cards, memorial contributions, and food.
Everything was greatly appreciated during our
time of loss.

The Judith Nagel Family
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THANK YOu!ll

From the
Highland Area Christian Service Ministry

The generous donations of the Salem UCC 7th
Grade Confirmation Class were very much
appreciated! The 338 pounds of food donated
for the pantry will provide meals for many
families. A total of 973 servings were provided
through the pantry in October.

The coats, hats, gloves, scarves, and other
items to keep people warm go out very quickly
as the weather turns colder. It is only with the
compassionate and caring donations of our
community that we can provide food and other
necessities to help area families through their
situation of need.

| feel the following meditation speaks of the
work we are doing at Highland Area Christian
Service Ministry (HACSM). “Jesus comes to us
today—even as He came to others long ago—
and calls us to follow Him in doing the work of
God in our time.”

Blessings,
Eunice Hediger
Executive Director of HACSM
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Date Acolytes Greeter(s) Liturgist| &corder Ushers
Dec. 4 Emily Duncan Bill & Carol Brenda Brett Paige Basler / Judy Blom
(10am) | Katelyn Duncan Reckman Schlechte | Henschen Laverne Korsmeyer
Dan Dauderman / Laura Muenc¢
Dec. 11 Camie Ernst Don & Donna Richelle Ron Sharon Hanes
(10am) Tyler Verson Merkle Braundmeier Mindrup Lewis & Lorene Knackstedt
Lorman Reckmann / Ken Suhr
Dec. 18 Sam Ahlmeyer | Marvin & Elinor Laura Lawrence Irving & Lorena Gray
(10am) | Cheyenne Reckman Stille Muench Henschen Wayne & Alice Stille
Lisa Uhe
Dec. 24| Tyler Reinhardt Preston Shinn Patti Need Irving & Lorena Gray
(9pm) Laura Renken Reckmann A Wayne & Alice Stille
Volunteer Lisa Uhe
Dec. 24 Haley Basler Gale Bolen Krista Need Melissa April
(11pm) Ashley Prott Mansholt A Delmar & Wilma Blom
Volunteer Charley & Tolly Vassier
Dec. 25 No Preston Shinn Need Joe Sandy Ahlmeyer
(9am) Acolytes A Bolyard Cindy Henschen / Susi Miller
Scheduled Volunteer Bill & Carol Reckman
) %
December 4 December 11 December 18 December 24 December 25
. No No
Gale Bolen Donita Prott Amanda Brase
Sara Bolen Katie Quade Jennifer Hunsche Nursery Attendants | Nursery Attendants
Scheduled Scheduled

45

(P)NEUMA will be on Sunday, December 18, at 4:00 p.m.

Come and experience vibrant, relevant worship!

Sing, dance,

and let the Holy Spirit lead you to where God wants you to go!

November 27

December 4
December 4
December 11

December 13
December 15
December 18

December 20
December 24

December 25

%

Hit+ #

10:00 a.m.
4:00 p.m.
10:00 a.m.
*11:20 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
*11:20 a.m.
4:00 p.m.
12:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
10:00 a.m.
4:00 p.m.
4:00-7:30 p.m.
6:30-8:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
9:00 p.m.
11:00 p.m.
9:00 a.m.

%

Worship — First Sunday of Advent

Family Advent Workshop

Worship — Second Sunday of Advent with Communion

Salem Cookie Exchange

Worship — Third Sunday of Advent
Kids For Christ — Christmas Party

Boar's Head Festival

Senior Citizens’ Christmas Potluck
Guild & Brotherhood’s Christmas Potluck
Worship — Fourth Sunday of Advent

(P)NEUMA Worship
Youth Group’s Christmas Party
Pastor’'s Open House

Children’s Christmas Eve Program

Christmas Eve Worship with Altar Communion

Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship with Pew Communio n
Christmas Day Worship with Altar Communion

* Denotes Approximate Time/Will Meet Directly after Worship

h
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Cancer Concerns:

Danny Cruthis
Wayne Gentry
Verna Gilley
Norman Henschen
Al Starko

Health Concerns:

Quintin Byrne (Cousin of Lisa Reinhardt)
Helen Dugan
Bob Dugan
Marie Mindrup
Fred Monk (Son-in-Law of Bob Mindrup)
Melvin Roberts
Toby Suhre
Charley Vassier

Hitz Memorial Home:

Verna Bollinger (Aunt of Donna Yates)
Mamie Ernst
Orlean Hosto
Thelma Schallenberg
Udell Wehling

Alhambra Care Center:
Adelia Leuscher

Faith Country Side Apartments:
Dorothy Knabel

Glen Have Gardens of Alton:
Lois Lane

Eden Village:
Lawrence & Hilda Ramach
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12/01/1984
12/06/1952
12/14/1974
12/18/1979
12/22/1975
12/31/2002
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Pastor John & Merilee Mindrup
Bob & Joan Henschen

Howie & Marilyn Eyman

Irving & Lorena Gray

Kendall & Kathy Brink

James & Celia Kirk

Our Sympathies to the Families of:

Donny Maine ,

Husband of Kathy Maine,

Judy Nagel ,

who died on Saturday, October 22, 2011.

Daughter of Edith Ruehrup,

who died on Sunday, November 6, 2011.

Janet Bloemker ,
Aunt of Rick Allen,

who died on Wednesday, November 9, 2011.

Capt. Derek Bright, Pvt. Todd Eyman,

Sgt. Tom Eyman, Brian Gray, Major Jason Gray,
Justin Leetham, Daniel Jozayt, Jason Schlechte,
E6-1° Class Petty Officer Ember Brosin
Kenny Randle, Kyle Thornton, Vernon Uhe

December 1

Bobby Dauderman
Max Schneider

December 2
Shirley Collmann

Anna Renken
Alex Schneider
Tori Lynn
Adam Gillison

December 6
Katie Quade

December 7
Mike Henschen

Verna Abert December 8,

Carter Stumpf
Chad Ernst Stump
Sara Bolen

December 10
Elda Schmidt
Bob Dugan

December 11
Angel Tillerson

December 3 December 13
Betty Zweck Jack Frandsen

Alice Stille
December 5 Erin Sander
Ethel Hosto

Tyler Hunsche

December 14
Laura Muench

December 15
Sharon Kaufman
Mike Stumpf
Doris Driscoll
Brenda Henschen

December 16
Gary Henschen
Jim Reagan Jr.

December 17
Dacoda Riechmann

December 18
Edith Kaufman
Carol Dauderman
Bob Hosto
Brent Suhre
Monica Cruthis
Alexis Gibbons
Liam Thornton

December 19
Ron Schmidt

December 20
Gena Stout
Barbie Meguire

December 21
Carol Lacey

December 22
Kaleb Brink

December 23
Joan Henschen
Bruce Henschen

December 24
Melissa Snider

December 25
Ron Hunsche
Tim Gehrig
Cassidy Eyman

December 26
Cindy Henschen

December 27
Marilyn Korsmeyer
Paige Basler

December 27
James Sumner

December 28
Lorie Kaufman

December 29
Carol Gibbons
Ruth Hamann
Ben Newman Jr.
Randy Koch

December 30
Patti Snider
Courtney Reckmann
Faith Lackey
Bayla Fitterer

December 31
Irene Soens
Eric Ross
Bryce Knackstedt




7:30pm
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Thursday Dec. 1 7:00pm BOCE Meeting
Friday Dec. 2 1:00pm Hitz Memorial Home’s Christmas Tasting Bee
Sunday Dec. 4 8:45am Salem Seekers (Sunday School)
10:00am Worship with Communion —
Second Sunday of Advent
Salem Cookie Exchange after Worship
Monday Dec. 5 Church Office Closed
7:00pm Property Committee Meeting
7:00pm Stewardship Committee Meeting
7:00pm Cub Scouts Meeting
Tuesday Dec. 6 6:00pm Evangelism Committee Meeting
7:00-8:30pm Middle School Youth Group
7:15pm Worship Committee Meeting at Cindy’s House
Wednesday Dec. 7 6:00pm Salem Chimes Practice
6:30pm Confirmation
6:30pm Salem Ringers Practice
7:30-8:30pm High School Youth Group
7:30pm Salem Chancel Choir Practice
Thursday Dec. 8 7:00pm Church Council Meeting
Sunday Dec. 11 8:45am Salem Seekers (Sunday School)
10:00am Worship — Third Sunday of Advent
KFC — Christmas Lunch, Party, & Games
2:00pm Meet at Church to Carpool to Festival
4:00pm Boar’s Head Festival in St. Charles, Missouri
Eat Dinner after Festival
Monday Dec.12 Church Office Closed
Tuesday Dec.13 12:00pm Senior Citizens’ Potluck
No Stephen Ministry Meeting
7:00-8:30pm Middle School Youth Group
Wednesday Dec. 14 6:00pm Salem Chimes Practice
6:30pm Confirmation
6:30pm Salem Ringers Practice
7:30-8:30pm High School Youth Group
7:30pm Salem Chancel Choir Practice
Thursday Dec. 15 6:30pm Guild & Brotherhood Meeting / Christmas Potluck
Sunday Dec. 18 8:45am Salem Seekers (Sunday School)
10:00am Worship — Fourth Sunday of Advent
4:00pm (P)NEUMA Worship
4:00-7:30pm Youth Group’s Christmas Party
Monday Dec. 19 Church Office Closed
9:00am January Messenger Articles Are Due
7:00pm Cub Scouts Meeting
Tuesday Dec. 20 9:00am Annual Report Articles are Due
(Not the Treasurer’s Reports)
No Historical Meeting
6:00-8:30pm Pastor Jerry & Carol's Open House
7:00-8:30pm Middle School Youth Group
Wednesday Dec. 21 6:00pm Salem Chimes Practice
No Confirmation
6:30pm Salem Ringers Practice
7:30-8:30pm High School Youth Group
7:30pm Salem Chancel Choir Practice
Saturday Dec. 24 7:00pm Children’s Christmas Eve Program
9:00pm Christmas Eve Worship with Altar Communion
11:00pm Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship
With Pew Communion
Sunday Dec. 25 No Salem Seekers (Sunday School)
9:00am Christmas Day Worship with Altar Communion
Monday Dec. 26 Church Office Closed
Tuesday Dec. 27 Church Office Closed
7:00-8:30pm Middle School Youth Group
Wednesday Dec. 28 6:00pm Salem Chimes Practice
No Confirmation
6:30pm Salem Ringers Practice
7:30-8:30pm High School Youth Group

Salem Chancel Choir Practice




Pastor Jerry’s Office Hours:

Tuesday — Thursday: 8:30 a.m.—11:30 a.m.
(Available for Walk-Ins and Appointments)

Youth Director’s Office Hours:
Monday — Wednesday: 10:15 a.m. —2:15 p.m.

Office Coordinator’s Office Hours:

Tuesday — Friday: 9:00 a.m. — 3:00 p.m.

Salem United Church of Christ

1117 West North Street
Alhambra, Illinois 62001
Phone: 618-488-3215
Fax: 618-488-3212

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Rev. Jerry Amiri, Senior Pastor

Pastor John Mindrup, Assistant Pastor
Rev. Arnold A. Bizer, Pastor Emeritus
Corinne Fish, Youth Director

Jennifer Henschen, Office Coordinator
Betty Steiner, Organist & Music Director
Dawn Reinhardt, Assistant Music Director
Patti Reckmann, Custodian

~ A Communication Ministry of Salem United Church of Cist ~

Church’s Email: salemuccalh@agtelco.com
Pastor’'s Email: jerryamiri@hotmail.com
Web Address: www.salemuccalh.org
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