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We are God’s children called to seek, share, teaaid continue to experience the Word of God.

For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body,
though many, are one body, so it is with Christ.
1 Corinthians 12:12

As | write this article, Vacation Bible School has just started. This year’'s theme, PandaMania: Where
God Is Wild About Us, reminds the children daily of God’s great love for them. It is a time where lots
of energy is generated and guided by our wonderful Crew Leaders. This year, because our pre-
school class was so big, we had two classes: the Moo Goos and the Foo Yungs. We also had
kindergarten through 1st grade (Wontons), 2nd through 3rd grade (Rangoons), and 4th through 5th
grade (Kung Paos). My group, 6th through 12th grade (Chow Meins), was responsible for the
opening and closing of each day and participated in a daily Bible study. Each group participated in
games and crafts, heard Wild Bible Adventures, and viewed Chadder’s Adventures. These rotations
were led by a wonderful group of volunteers.

On our first night, among children, youth, and volunteers, there were over 90 people at PandaMania
VBS. The parking lot was full, and Salem Church was buzzing with excitement. It is in the midst of
this excitement that | want to share some thoughts with you.

It is truly awesome to see so many people working together as the body of Christ. Like the Bible
says, the body has many parts, and they work together. VBS is not the only place the body of Christ
is at work. Attend any committee meeting, Women'’s Guild or Brotherhood meeting, sing in any choir,
and you will see the body of Christ working together. Salem has a long, rich history of people coming
together to work at being the hands and feet of Jesus. Another example of this is the most recent
Youth Mission Trip. Salem has a history of Youth Mission Trips to Shannondale. This year, the youth
went to Nashville, Tennessee. | am sure you will hear more about their experiences in the near
future.

Paul tells us that ALL of us have gifts and talents to share. Young, old, healthy or not, we all are the
body of Christ. Let us continue to work together!

Blessings,
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(Suggested Readings: Psalm 16 & Psalm 19)

As | prepared myself for worship this past Sunday, | made a mental check of the things | needed with
me. | considered my overall preparation for the morning. In that moment of reflection, | realized even
as | prepare myself, it is ultimately God who prepares me each day.

This is true for each of us, every day. In our own preparation, we consider our dress for the occasion,
anticipated activities, and expected weather conditions. Even as we plan, God prepares us on a higher
level. Consider an elementary school child, perhaps free to dress himself, but in clothes the parent has
laid out, and with a lunch the parent has packed. We are all God's children, and God lovingly and
carefully considers what we need for each day.

Many times the handiwork of God in our lives goes unnoticed, but if we are attentive and expectant of
God’s work in our lives, we will recognize His careful, loving detail in our lives. God does not change all
the circumstances to fit our lives, but He does work in the hearts of all who seek Him, so they may have
what they need to get through whatever comes their way.

Regardless of how diligently we have planned, may we forever seek God each morning knowing that
God has prepared us. Go forth in confidence, praising God for the preparation of our hearts.

God Bless You!

What a great summer we are having! Our big event this
— summer was the mission trip to Nashville, Tennessee! We
' had a fantastic time, and we did not want to leave!l We
» spent the whole week immersed in the urban city and
serving those in need. In the midst of this, we also made

FROM THE - friends with the other three groups who also were serving
YOUTH DIRECTOR the same week as us! So in short, we LOVED IT!

Thank you for all your prayers and support. But we are not done yet. We still have some funds left to
finish paying off our trip; therefore the youth will continue to sell stock for the opportunity to hear all
about the trip at our Stockholder Dinner on Sunday, August 28! So if you want to hear about how

God has impacted our youth and how Nashville and its people have changed all our lives, please
purchase some stock and come to hear and see all that we experienced!

The youth will continue to meet through August for Youth Group on Wednesday nights from 6:00 p.m.
to 8:00 p.m.

Calendar:
August 3: Youth Group Meeting from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
August 6: Happy Birthday Cheyenne Reckman!

August 10: Youth Group Meeting from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

August 17: Youth Group Meeting from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

August 24: Youth Group Meeting from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Happy Birthday Aaron Uhe!

August 28: Stockholder Dinner (TBA)

My New Office Hours Tuesday: 9:00 a.m. — 3:00 p.m. & Wednesday: 3:00 p _.m. —8:30 p.m.




Church Council Meeting Summary

July 14, 2011
Minutes of the June 9, 2011 meeting were Approved calling a special congregational
approved. meeting for Sunday, August 14, 2011, to
, take action on repairs of the south east
The Treasurer S_ Report was approved. parking lot in front of the church.
Payment of bills in the amount of
$10,448.68 was approved. The next regular meeting will be held on

Thursday, August 11, 2011, at 7:00 p.m.

Note: The approved minutes of all Church Council m eetings are available in the church office.

Salem U.C.C. is the sponsoring organization for Cub Pack 3040. We asked them to display items of
interest—achievements, awards, and projects. Thanks to Joe & Lisa Reinhardt and Jennifer
Henschen for their help on the new display.

Salem Historical Committee

The Women'’s Guild is sponsoring “Fun Days” at the nursing homes in August.

Hitz Home’s “Fun Day” will be at 2:00 p.m. on Tuesday, August 2.
Alhambra Care’s “Fun Day” will be at 2:00 p.m. on Thursday, August 4.

The Golden Ager for August is Helen Beshears, who celebrates her birthday on August 17.

The Guild & Brotherhood will meet at 6:30 p.m. for the Corn Roast on Thursday, August 18.
Everyone is invited to attend this wonderful meal! Please bring a side dish and/or dessert to share.
We hope to see you there!!!

Beginning Wednesday, September 7, at 11:00 a.m., we will offer an exercise class for those between
the ages of 50 through 80. The class will meet once a week for 12 weeks. The class is free, but you
will need to sign-up and commit to attending all 12 sessions. We will limit the class to 12, so sign-up
early or call the church office. This program is being provided by a Deaconess Foundation grant.

Alhambra-Hamel Ministerial Alliance (AHMA) Fundrais  er

On behalf of the AHMA, | want to thank everyone who came out and supported the all-you-can-eat
breakfast fundraiser. Because of your support, we were able to raise over $600.00. A special “thank
you” to Bill Kalish and his crew at Applebee’s in Wood River for hosting the breakfast. If you would
like more information on how you can support the AHMA, please contact me. ~ Pastor Jerry




As of 06/30/2011

Account Name Current Activity
General Fund Beginning Balance 7,784.30
Income

Offering-Loose 5,352.00
Offering-Envelopes 9,187.00
Miscellaneous Offering 320.15
Facility Use Donations 0.00
Miscellaneous Receipts-Other 0.00
Interest Income-General Fund 2.35
Benevolence Received 1,949.04
Total General Fund Income 16,810.54
Expense

Salaries 8,811.51
Employee Benefits 4,124.72
Maintenance/Property Services 141.57
Utilities 2,451.05
Insurance 2,441.25
Supplies-General 401.99
Professional Expense 0.00
Miscellaneous 103.00
Worship 388.17
Christian Education 459.36
Evangelism 120.56
Stewardship 0.00
Stephen's Ministry 0.00
Benevolence Paid 976.00
Total General Fund Expenses 20,419.18
General Fund Ending Balance $4,175.66
Memorial Fund Beginning Balance 23,943.24
Memorial Fund Offering 20.00
Memorial Fund Ending Balance $23,963.24
Building Fund Beginning Balance 5,516.35
Building Fund Offering 220.00
Building Fund Ending Balance $5,736.35
Music Maintenance Fund Balance $942.00
Sabbatical Fund Balance $8,665.17
Endowment Fund Balance $58,677.49
Investment Fund Beginning Balance 145,640.03
Change in Market Value-Church Sec. Fund 4,303.64
Investment Fund Ending Balance 149,943.67
Mission Matching Fund Beginning Balance 117,760.79
Change in Market Value-Mission Match 3,175.87
Mission Matching Fund Ending Balance $120,936.66
Reserve Fund Beginning Balance 7,104.97
Interest Income-Reserve Fund 13.49
Reserve Fund Ending Balance $7,118.46

Other Restricted Fund Balance $1,200.00




Vacation Bible School Report

The theme for Vacation Bible School this year was “PandaMania: Where God Is Wild About Us.”
We had a total of 5 different classes since we split the preschool into 2 groups (special thanks to the
preschool co-directors, Carol Amiri and Donna Yates). The preschool groups did their own rotations
with Krista Miller planning their games. The other 3 groups had a blast with the fun games prepared
for them by Kris Lynn. They all created cool crafts that were planned for them by Patty Uhe and
Emily Uhe. The cinema rotation was led by Justin Bonnell and Andre Kahrs and highlighted Chadder
and his experience at Pops’ Panda Paradise. Every night in the opening, a different Bible Point, Bible
Story, Bible Verse, and Bible Buddy were presented. Then, the storytelling rotation was led by
Theresa Reinhardt.

Day 1: We learned about how God created the world. The Bible Buddy was Fez, the
golden pheasant, who presented our Bible Point: “God made you.”

Day 2: We heard the story about Elijah confronting the prophets of Baal. We even had a
special guest: Steve Lynn, the firefighter. The Bible Buddy was Amanda, the red panda,
who presented our Bible Point: “God listens to you.”

Day 3: We dove into the belly of a whale in the storytelling room, so we could hear Jonah’s
story (A special thanks to the Uhe family for constructing the whale). The Bible Buddy was
Boomer, the panda, who presented our Bible Point: “God watches over you.”

Day 4: We learned about Jesus dying on the cross and coming back to life. During
storytelling, we hid from the Roman soldiers and had another special guest: Pastor John
Mindrup, as Peter. The Bible Buddy was Pogo, the snow leopard, who presented our Bible
Point: “God loves you, no matter what.”

Day 5: We heard about God giving Hannah a baby. The Bible Buddy was LuLu, the
golden monkey, who presented our Bible Point: “God gives good gifts.”

The kids received a bracelet to remind them to look for God in their lives everyday. Every night, they
shared their “God sightings” with their crew and marked the sighting on their crew’'s panda poster.

A total of $700.00 in offering was collected for school supplies for kids in Joplin, Missouri, affected by
the tornadoes. We had a contest where the class who brought the most money could throw noodles
on their crew leaders. It was a 5-way tie, so all the crew leaders got “noodled.”

On Sunday, July 24, we concluded VBS with a service in the Parish Hall.

The children enjoyed many fun games, made cool crafts, and ate yummy snacks. We added a new
feature this year—“Spotlight VBS,” which created a nightly show starring the kids. They loved it—
thanks to Corinne Fish and Christopher Uhe for taking all the pictures. Thank you to Pastor Jerry and
Carol Amiri for the set design/construction/set-up. It looked awesome! | also would like to thank all
the crew leaders, station leaders, snack ladies, skit crew, and all other volunteers. There were so
many people who worked together to make this a great time for the kids, and | really appreciated all
your help. We could not have had another successful VBS without you.

Paige Basler
VBS Director




The Confirmation year will begin with a mandatory Confirmation Retreat at Camp
DuBois on Saturday, August 19, through Sunday, August 20. At this retreat,
Confirmands will receive information about the coming year, begin to work as a group,
spend some time with their Sunday morning teachers, as well as take advantage of
Camp DuBois. The cost for the retreat will be $50.00. Parents are welcome and
encouraged to attend (We can use all the help we can get). Please see the flyer in the
passageway for more information.

There is no Kids For Christ (KFC) event scheduled for August.
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August 7 God’s Creation — Day 6 Continued
August 14 God’s Creation — Day 7
August 21 Drama Presentation
August 28 A Special Visit
September 4 No Sunday School - Labor Day Weekend
September 11 Rally Day

Friday, September 2 - Monday, September 5, 2011

Activities include:
canoeing, swimming, hiking, volleyball, sightseeing, etc.

Dining and accommodations are at Timber Lodge.
Additional lodging is available in air conditioned cabins as well as tent/RV camping.

Come for all or part of the weekend!

A sign-up sheet is available in the passageway.
Please contact Krista Mansholt at 488-6765 or mansholt@agtelco.com with questions.
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Thank Youl!!

The Property Committee has been especially
busy. If you have not seen the tennis court
lately, you should take a moment to go look at
it. The Property Committee has power-washed
the tennis court and painted all the fencing. It
looks brand new!

They also installed the movie screen in the
Gathering Room. Thanks to Gene Templeman,
there is also a new shelf for the stereo receiver
(which the Property Committee installed).

Salem Church owes Chairman Lewis
Knackstedt and the Property Committee thanks
for the tremendous work they do.
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From the Family of Michael P. Donohoo:

Thank you to everyone who called us, prayed
for us, or helped us in any way. Everything was
greatly appreciated.

Our entire family thanks Pastor John Mindrup
for the heartfelt service he gave for Mike. It
touched our family deeply. Thank you for the
comfort and peace you helped us with.

Please keep us in your thoughts and prayers,
as we need them more than ever right now.

Thanks again,
DeDe, Mike, Kevin, & Amber Donohoo
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We would like to thank all our church members
and friends who remembered us with prayers,
cards, phone calls, food, memorials, and other
remembrances in memory of our sister, Betty
Olive. Special thanks to Pastor Jerry Amiri for
his visits and kind words.

God Bless You All,
Shirley Olsen, Helen Beshears,
Fern Scheller, & Margie Boeker
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Dear Salem Friends,

| want to thank my family and my church family
for all the prayers, visits, phone calls, cards,
flowers, food, and many acts of kindness while |
was recuperating from my hip replacement. A
special thank you to Pastor Jerry and Pastor
John.

Laverne Korsmeyer
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Blessings to You!

What a summer we're having. The weather is
HOT! We are staying cool by eating ice cream,
freeze pops, and occasionally playing in the
pool. The children never want to get out of the
pool, even after 2 hours! We hope you are
staying cool and safe.

We received your very generous gift and really,
really appreciate you supporting our mission...

Remember to Stay Cool.
Brenda Crisp,
Administrator of Uni-Press Kindercottage
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Dear Friends in Christ,

Thank you for your generous gift of $1,265.00
to the United Church of Christ Japan
Earthquake and Tsunami Relief Fund...

Peace,
Susan M. Sanders
One Great Hour of Sharing Administrator
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We rejoice in your $60.00 gift. We will apply it
faithfully to be converted into new life and hope
for many. Thank you.

Global Ministries
Child Sponsorship Program
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Sometimes It's Hard to Ask for Help

We are brought up to be strong, self-sufficient, independent people. We tend to think if we ask for
help, it is a sign of weakness. So we try to keep our struggles hidden, stuffed deep inside. However,
this is not God's plan. Galatians 6:2 says, "Bear one another's burdens, and so fulfill the law of
Christ." God wants us to care for others and allow others to care for us in our time of need.

If you are sad or struggling inside, don't suffer alone. Ask for
help. We have a team of Stephen Ministers who are ready
to listen, care, encourage, pray, and help you through a
Find out more about
Stephen Ministry by talking with one of our Stephen Leaders
listed below. Our Stephen Ministers are there to care!

tough time. (It is confidential too!)

Rev. Jerry Amiri: (O) 618-488-3215 / (C) 636-328-3332
Pastor John Mindrup: (C) 618-409-3941

Betty DeLaurenti: (C) 618-973-0572




Date Greeter(s) Liturgist | Recorder Ushers Nursery Attendants
Aug. 7 Shirley Kathy Brett Dave & Jerri Riechmann Amanda Brase
(9am) Collmann Porter Henschen Ken Gehrig Jennifer Hunsche

Ron & Mindy Mindrup
Aug. 14 Dagmar Laura Ron Paige Basler / Judy Blom Brett & Jennifer
(9am) Annable Muench | Mindrup | Dan Dauderman / Laura Muench Henschen
Laverne Korsmeyer
Aug. 21| Lewis & Lorene Sarah Lawrence| Lewis & Lorene Knackstedt Donita Prott
(9am) Knackstedt Bolyard | Henschen Sharon Hanes / Ken Suhre Katie Quade
Lorman Reckmann
Aug. 28| Jim Annable Dagmar Joe Irving & Lorena Gray Sarah Doubet
(9am) Annable Bolyard Wayne & Alice Stille Julia Hobbs

Lisa Uhe

There are no acolytes scheduled for August.

If you are going to be in the third grade or higher, you are invited to
become an acolyte. The only requirement is that you must attend acolyte
training. There will be an acolyte training class on Wednesday, August

10, at 6:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary.

contact the church office. Thank you.

Salem Chancel Choir:

If your child is interested, please

Begins practice on Wednesday, September 7, at 7:30 p.m. The Chancel

Choir has no auditions and is open to anyone and everyone who loves to sing. Please contact Betty
Steiner if you would like to join the Chancel Choir.

Salem Handbell Choirs:

Begin practice on Wednesday, September 7. There are two different

handbell choirs. The children’s handbell choir, Salem Chimes , practices from 6:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.
The adult handbell choir, Salem Ringers , practices from 6:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. If you would like to
be a part of one of these handbell choirs, please contact Betty Steiner.

Salem Children’s Choir:

Betty Steiner or call the church office.

If your child is interested in joining the Children’s Choir, please contact
If there is enough interest, the Children’s Choir will meet on

Wednesdays from 5:30 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.

William Tivis Bolen

and Lauren Jo Bolen were baptized at

Salem on Sunday, July 3, 2011, by Rev. Jerry Amiri. William was
born on July 29, 2006, and Lauren was born on January 19,

2011, to Damien & Sara Bolen.

They have an older sister,

Reese. Their grandparents are Ron & Gale Bolen and Frank &
Teri Musso. Their great-grandparents are Francis Buroker and
Beatrice Bolen. Their Godparents are Dale & Amy Richter.
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Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday
Wednesday

Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sat.-Sun.
Sunday

Monday
Wednesday

Sunday

Monday
Wednesday

Aug. 1
7:00pm
Aug. 2 2:00pm
6:00pm
7:15pm
Aug. 3
6:00-8:00pm
Aug. 4 2:00pm
7:00pm
Aug. 5 TBA
Aug. 6
Aug. 7 9:00am
9:30am
Aug. 8
7:30pm
Aug. 9 1:00pm
7:00pm
Aug. 10
6:00-8:00pm
6:30pm
Aug. 11 7:00pm
Aug. 14 9:00am
9:30am
Aug. 15
7:00pm
Aug. 16
Aug. 17
6:00-8:00pm
Aug. 18 6:30pm
Aug. 19 9:00am
Aug. 20
Aug. 20-21
Aug. 21 9:00am
9:30am
Aug. 22
Aug. 24
6:00-8:00pm
Aug. 28 9:00am
9:30am
TBA
Aug. 29
Aug. 31
TBA

Church Office Will Be Closed Today.
Property Committee Meeting

“Fun Day” at Hitz Memorial Home
Evangelism Committee Meeting
Worship Committee Meeting

No Bell/Choir Practices
Youth Group Meeting

“Fun Day” at Alhambra Care Center
BOCE Meeting

Salem Night Out to The Muny
No (P)NEUMA

Worship with Communion
Salem Seekers (Sunday School)
Fellowship Hour after Worship

Church Office Will Be Closed Today.
Mission Committee Meeting

Senior Citizens
Stephen Ministry Meeting

No Bell/Choir Practices
Youth Group Meeting
Acolyte Training

Church Council Meeting

Worship

Salem Seekers (Sunday School)

Special Congregational Meeting after Worship
Fellowship Hour after Worship

Church Office Will Be Closed Today.
Stewardship Committee Meeting

No Historical Committee Meeting

No Bell/Choir Practices
Youth Group Meeting

Guild & Brotherhood’s Corn Roast
September Messenger Articles Are Due
No (P)NEUMA

Confirmation Retreat to DuBois Camp

Worship
Salem Seekers (Sunday School)
Fellowship Hour after Worship

Church Office Will Be Closed Today.

No Bell/Choir Practices
Youth Group Meeting

Praise Worship

Salem Seekers (Sunday School)
Fellowship Hour after Worship
Youth Group’s Stockholder Dinner

Church Office Will Be Closed Today.

No Bell/Choir Practices
Youth Group Meeting




Pastor Jerry’s Office Hours:

Tuesday — Thursday: 8:30 a.m. —11:30 a.m.
(Available for Walk-Ins and Appointments)

Youth Director’s Office Hours:

Tuesday: 9:00 a.m. —3:00 p.m.
Wednesday: 3:00 p.m. — 8:30 p.m.

Office Coordinator’s Office Hours:
Tuesday — Friday: 9:00 a.m. — 3:00 p.m.
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