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When we hear the word “Easter” it is hard not to do so with 
smiles on our faces.  Perhaps it is because of the significance to 
our Christian faith.  It could be because we know that because of 
the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus our sins our forgiven.  It 
might be that because of Jesus, we have been promised eternal 
life.  The list could go on and on.  So, it is easy to see why Easter 
is a time of great joy and anticipation. 
 

However, we also know that in order to get to the foot of the cross we must first experience Holy 
Week, the week in which Jesus is betrayed, put on trial, and ultimately executed.  The tears of 
Good Friday are transformed into shouts of “He is risen!” on Easter morn.  The Easter story 
teaches us that with all great joy comes pain.  They are two sides of the same coin.  Paul 
understood this when he proclaimed that it is a joy to suffer in Christ.  If we never have pain, how 
can we recognize joy?  
 
If you look historically at our country, we emerged from an oppressive and persecutory 
government to create a democratic nation, which we know and love today.  With those early 
persecutions and egregious acts against personal liberties, we could not appreciate the freedoms 
we now enjoy. 
 
Without the sting of death, we often do not appreciate the joy of life.   Jesus’ resurrection shows 
that death does not have the final victory.  When a loved one dies, he/she is never truly gone.  
Because of the promises of God and the resurrection of Jesus, we have been assured that death 
does not have the last word.  In fact, because of those same promises, death becomes our 
servant by reminding us how precious life is and to never take life for granted. 
 
When we joyously gather with our families this Easter, let us do so by celebrating life—the new 
life that Jesus offers us.  As we create memories with our children and grandchildren, let us not 
forget that it is because of the death and resurrection of Jesus that we celebrate.  This is one 
holiday that agnostics and non-believers alike cannot take from us.  Let us celebrate!  He is risen! 
Amen. 
 

Blessings, 
Pastor Jerry  
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*Thursday, April 1st – Maundy Thursday Worship at 7 :00 p.m.  
 Altar Communion 
 

*Friday, April 2nd – Good Friday Worship at 7:00 p. m.   
 

*Sunday, April 4th  – Easter:   
 6:00 a.m.  Sunrise Service   
 7:00 a.m.  Easter Breakfast 
 8:00 a.m.  Worship with Communion 
 8:45 a.m.  Sunday School 
         10:00 a.m.  Worship with Altar Communion 
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March 11, 2010 – 7:00 p.m. 
 

 
�  The meeting was called to order by President Carol Reckman. 
�  Pastor Jerry led us in devotion. 
�  The minutes of the February 11, 2010 meeting were approved. 
�  The Treasurer’s Report was accepted. 
�  The payment of bills in the amount of $19,736.85 was approved. 
�  The Property Committee was authorized to spend up to $1,500 to replace the backup 

riding lawnmower. 
�  Permission was granted for facility use by the Highland Dance Team for a fundraiser on 

Saturday, May 1, 2010. 
�  The next meeting will be on April 8, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. 
�  The meeting was adjourned and closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 

 
 

*******************************************************************************************************************  
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OFFICE HOURS 
 

Pastor Jerry’s Office Hours:  
 

Tuesday and Thursday:  8:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.  (Available for Walk-Ins and Appointments) 
 

Wednesday: 8:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.  (Available for Walk-Ins and Appointments) 
 

Friday – OFF 
 

 Office Coordinator’s Hours:  
 

Monday – OFFICE CLOSED 
 

Tuesday – Friday: 8:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.  
  



Salem UCC February 2010 Treasurer’s Report 
 

 

***As of 02/28/2010***             Laura Muench, Treasurer 
 
 

General Fund Beginning Balance   $ 21,433.23    
Income       

Regular Offering      
Offering-Loose  3,244.50    
Offering-Envelopes  8,948.00    

General Fund Misc. Receipts      
Miscellaneous Offering  10.00    
Facility Use Donations  150.00    
Miscellaneous Receipts-Other  138.73    
Interest Income-General Fund  10.65    

Benevolence      
OCWM Received  318.00    
Hitz Home Received  100.00    
Adopt-A-Child Received  55.00    
One Great Hour of Sharing Received  50.00    
OGHS Haiti Relief Received  1,266.63    

Total General Fund Income    14,291.51    
 
Expenditures 

      

Salaries  7,434.83    
Employee Benefits    746.24    
Maintenance/Property Services  1,239.73    
Utilities  2,188.33    
Supplies-General  1,162.89    
Professional Expense  235.95    
Worship  32.60    
Christian Education  61.28    
Evangelism    61.91    
Stewardship    426.56    
Miscellaneous    20.00    
OCWM Paid  747.00    
Hitz Home Benevolence Paid  225.00    
OGHS Haiti Relief Paid  566.00    

Total General Fund Expenses    15,148.32    
 
General Fund Ending Balance 

  
 

 
 $ 20,576.42  

  

 
 
Memorial Fund Beginning Balance  

  

 

 
 

 $   8,131.58  

  

Misc. Receipts-Memorial Fund   180.00    
Total Memorial Fund Income    180.00    

Misc. Expense-Memorial Fund    114.52    
Total Memorial Fund Expense    114.52    

Memorial Fund Ending Balance     $   8,197.06    

 
Building Fund Beginning Balance 

  
 

 
 $   2,982.99  

  

Building Fund Offering    972.00    

Total Building Fund Income    1,485.00    

Building Fund Ending Balance     $   3,954.99    

Ending Loan Balance 2/28/10       34,365.48  

 
Music Maintenance Fund Balance 

  

 
  

$   1,378.00  
  

 
Sabbatical Fund Balance 

   
 

 
 $   6,553.97  

  

 
Endowment Fund Balance 

  
 

  
$ 45,275.63  

  

 
Investment Fund Beginning Balance 

 
 

$124,389.67  
  

  Change in Market Value-Securities Account   3,100.72    

Investment Fund Ending Balance    $127,490.39    

 
Mission Matching Fund Balance 

    
$107,987.28  

  

  Change in Market Value-Mission Account   4,043.55    

Mission Matching Fund Ending Balance   $112,030.83    

 
Reserve Fund Beginning Balance 

    
 $   6,858.19  

  

Interest Income-Reserve Fund  12.64    

Reserve Fund Ending Balance    $6,870.83    

 
Other Restricted Fund Balance 

    
$   1,000.00  

  



 
Stewardship Committee Meeting Summary 

 
March 8, 2010 

 
 
�  Present:  Lisa Uhe, Laura Muench, Richard Porter, Sharyn Gieseking, Kyle Brase, Brenda 

Schlechte, Marge Glassmaker, and Zach Schlechte 
 
�  February 2010 revenue and expenditure report was reviewed, noting that February offering was 

below budget as is year-to-date.  In March, the quarterly payments due may be cause for concern 
if this trend continues. 

 
�  Committee members plan to make announcements on March 21st and March 28th regarding the 

Easter Envelope offering designated for Kindercottage.  Additional designated envelopes will be 
made up and made available for those that may not use the box envelopes. 

 
�  A letter was received from Illinois South Conference for a “Cure the Gap” campaign.  The letter 

was requesting assistance to make up the gap for the conference’s operating budget.  The 
committee’s recommendation to the Council is only to offer this appeal as a special designation 
and remit only the amount of funds received under that designation. 

 
�  The next scheduled Stewardship meeting will be Monday, May 3rd, at 7:00 p.m., at which time 

any scholarship applications received will be reviewed and awards recommended.  Any family 
members of applicants will abstain from those discussions and decisions. 

 

   
*************************************************** **********************************************  

 
 

Long Range Planning Committee 
Meeting Summary 

 
February 22, 2010 

 
�  Members present were Susi Miller, Becca Braundmeier, Mary Reagan, and Scott Demkey. 
 
�  Also present were Council representative LaVerne Bloemker and Pastor Jerry Amiri. 
 
�  Members not present were Justin Bonnell and Brett Henschen (who just agreed to stay on the 

committee). 
 
�  We welcomed the new members and explained what the purpose of this committee is.  This 

committee’s purpose is to work with existing committees to continually establish future goals and 
steps to accomplish these goals for the mission and ministry of Salem.  After the committee was 
formed, we investigated the need and prospect of Salem hiring a Youth Director.   The approval of 
that new position has been completed and other committees are now responsible for filling that 
position. 

 
�  At a previous meeting, Pastor Chris Hill, from Highland Church, who has experience with the 

Ready, Set, Grow process, made a presentation to this committee.  He explained to us how he 
has used a workshop with members of all the committees within his church to establish needs and 
goals for the future of his church.    He offered his assistance in a fact gathering workshop for 
Salem involving representatives from the committees of the church.   We hope to use the 
information gathered at this workshop to prepare a 3 or 5 year plan for the future of Salem 
Church.   The plan would be an outline establishing the future needs and goals we propose to be 
presented to the Council for Salem’s future. 

 
�  Pastor Jerry will contact Chris Hill to determine his participation with our workshop and to 

determine his available dates.  
 
�  The committee will meet again on March 29th.  
 
�  …….as an updated note, Pastor Jerry has talked with Chris Hill, and we will have the workshop on 

April 25th.   This is a Sunday, and we hope to provide lunch after church for those participating 
and then get to work on the future of Salem. 



MARCH 4, 2010 MEETING SUMMARY  
FROM THE  

SALEM BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION  
 

    
�  Paige Basler called the March 4, 2010 meeting of the Board of Christian Education to order 

with two confirmands and 12 members present: Paige Basler, Pastor Jerry, Anita Cain, 
Lorene Uhe, Donita Prott, Bill Prott, Dawn Reagan, Patty Uhe, Emily Uhe, Ron Mindrup, 
Sandy Ahlmeyer, and Jill Verson. 

 
 

�  Pastor Jerry led us with a devotion and prayer. 
 
 

�  The Secretary’s Report and Treasurer’s Report were presented and accepted. 
 
 

�  Bills were presented and approved to pay. 
 
 

�  Director’s Report: 31 children and 12 shepherds have faithful attendance.  
 
 

�  Youth: The youth attended the Day of Discipleship. On March 19th, the youth will see “The 
Promise.”  On April 10th, at 6:30 p.m., the youth will have Youth Night with games. Seven 
youth participated in Youth Sunday; they did an excellent job!  

 
 

�  Pastor’s Report: Pastor Jerry presented and explained the expense sheets for BOCE for the 
months of January and February.  We will be able to track our monthly expresses and monthly 
income. The committee for the youth director has formed and met twice.  They have posted 
the position in several local colleges and on our website.  Confirmation will be on March 28th, 
and the Confirmands’ first communion will be on Easter Sunday, April 4th, at the 10:00 a.m. 
service.   

   
 

�  KFC made 10 care packages for those in the service.  On March 14th, they will watch “Cloudy 
with a Chance of Meatballs.”  On April 3rd, they will have their 2nd Annual Easter Egg Hunt. 

 
 

�  Children’s Day will be on June 13th, and we will recognize graduates that day.  Vacation Bible 
School will be on July 11th through July 15th.  Rally Day will be on September 26th.  

 
 

�  The meeting was adjourned and closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
 
 

*************************************************** *************************************************** ******** 
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April Rotation: “Easter People” 
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All children will start in the Gathering Room at 8: 45 a.m. 
After the opening gathering, the children will be led to their specific workshop by their shepherds. 

Please pick up your child in the Gathering Room at 9:45 a.m. 

 
 

   
The shepherds are as follows:  

 

Pre-K (Green Team) – Paige Basler & Tammy Burton 
K/1st/2nd Grades (Lt. Blue Team) – Denise Grandame & Kris Lynn 
3rd & 4th Grades (Yellow Team) – Sandy Ahlmeyer & Jill Verson 

5th & 6th Grades (Orange Team) – Connie Duncan & Dawn Reinhardt 
 
 

*************************************************** *************************************************** ********  
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 Feb. 28th  
10 a.m. 

Mar. 7th 
10 a.m. 

Mar. 14th 
10 a.m. 

Mar. 21st 
10 a.m. 

Toddlers-Young Adults 
(Shepherds & Presenters Too) 

 

57 
 

64 
 

50 
 

61 

Adult Sunday School Class 12 12 12 15 
 

 
 

*************************************************** *************************************************** ******* 
 

 

~ News from the Youth Group ~ 
 

�  Youth Sunday was on February 28th, and seven youth 
presented the worship service.  Later that afternoon, three 
youth attended the Illinois South Conference’s Day of 
Discipleship in Godfrey, Illinois. 

 

�  There are 26 registered to go see “The Promise” on Friday, March 19th, which is being 
sponsored by the Youth Group.   

 

�  On April 3rd, at 9:00 a.m., the youth will meet at the church to hide eggs for KFC’s 2nd 
Annual Easter Egg Hunt. 

 

�  Calling All Youth: 6th grade through 12th grade �  on Saturday, April 10th, at 6:30 p.m., 
please come to Salem UCC Parish Hall for a night of fun and fellowship. Weather 
permitting, we may go outside to meet around the fire circle and play a game of volleyball.  
Please come and join the fun, and help us plan the May activity for the Youth Group. 

  
 
 

*************************************************** ****************************************  
 

~ Kids For Christ (KFC) ~ 
 

Mark your calendar for the 2nd Annual Easter Egg Hunt! 
 
  When:  Saturday, April 3, 2010 
  Time:  10:00 a.m. at Salem UCC 
  Who:  Youth from Newborn to 6th Grade 
 
The youth will search for eggs in age appropriate groups, and we will 
have a hotdog picnic lunch afterwards.  Hope to see you there! 
 
We NEED your HELP in supplying and filling Easter eggs.  Please pick 
up some Easter eggs in the Resource Room and fill them up with Easter goodies and return them 
by Friday, April 2nd.  We appreciate your support of our youth.    
  

 

 
*************************************************** *************************************************** ********  
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*************************************************** *************************************************** ********  



*************************************************** *************************************************** ********************************* 

 

Evangelism Committee Meeting Summary 
 

March 2, 2010 
 

Members Present:   
 

�  Pastor Jerry, Verna Gilley, Gale Bolen, Cindy Price, Doris Driscoll, and Kathy Porter 
 
Members Absent:   
 

�  None 
 

Devotion:   
 

�  Pastor Jerry 
 
Finance Report  

 
Old Business:  
 

�  Serious consideration is being given to the purchase of an AED machine and providing health 
care screening opportunities. 

 

�  The 2010 greeter list was submitted to the church office.  There are 2 opportunities for 
individuals to sign-up; they are December 24th at 9:00 p.m. and December 25th at 9:00 a.m.  
Anyone interested may contact the church office or Kathy Porter.   

 
New Business:  
 

�  None 
 
 
*************************************************** *************************************************** ********************************* 

 
 
 
 

Worship Committee Meeting Summary 
 

March 2, 2010 
 

 
 

Members Present:  
 

�  Cindy Henschen, Donna Yates, Betty Steiner, Donna Merkle, Julann Hastings, & Pastor Jerry 
 
Devotion:  
 

�  Pastor Jerry 
 
Old Business:  
 

�  Alternative Worship Subcommittee: Donna Yates, Kyle Brase, and Dawn Reinhardt are 
gathering information and will report back to the Worship Committee. 

 

�  Nursery guidelines are being developed. 
 

�  Mother’s Day Service: A skit will be part of the service, and flowers will be presented to the 
oldest mother and the newest mother, same as last year. 

 

�  The 150th anniversary celebration continues to be developed.  There will be a traditional 
service, which will be conducted by Rev. Brueseke at 9:00 p.m. on July 30th. 

 
New Business:  
 

�  Altar décor for Lenten Services will be related to the theme of the service.  This will be done by 
committee members with Pastor Jerry’s input.  Maundy Thursday: the altar will be bare.  Palm 
Sunday: there will be palms.  Easter Sunday: there will be Easter lilies. 

 

�  Pastor Jerry and Donna Merkle updated the prayer list and will continue to do so periodically. 
 

�  Pastor Jerry educated us on new booking procedures related to the committee’s spending 
record. 

 

�  Pastor Jerry also informed us that Brenda Crisp from Kindercottage will speak at the May 2nd 
worship service. 

 
Next Meeting:    
 

�  April 6, 2010 at 7:15 p.m. 
 

 
*************************************************** *************************************************** ********************************* 



 
*************************************************** *************************************************** *********************************
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Tuesday, February 16, 2010 
 

 
Members present were Ken Gehrig, LaVerne 
Bloemker, Anita Cain, and Shirley Olsen. 
 

To date, 217 Salem History Books have been sold.  A check for 
$2,000 will be written to the Men’s Fellowship to reimburse them 
for the book advance.  Their help was greatly appreciated. 
 
The east wall in the passageway has been designated for the 
display of all Confirmation class pictures.  Details will be worked 
out with the Property Committee. 
 
The tree on the original site of Salem Church will be cut down 
and if possible some of the wood will be used for candle holders. 
 
Ken Gehrig accepted the Illinois State Historical Society’s 
sesquicentennial church award for Salem at Wheaton College on 
Sunday, March 7th. 

����
*************************************************** *************************************************** *********************************
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The corrected edition of Salem’s historical anniversary book is now ready for 
exchange if you have already purchased one.  For those who waited, the cost is 
$30.  Please note “historical book” on the memo line of your check.  You may 
exchange/purchase your book through Jenn in the church office.   
 
 
*************************************************** *************************************************** *********************************
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If you have not picked up your copy of the pictorial directory, please stop by the 
church office during office hours.  We also have a limited  amount of copies 
available for purchase at $5.00 each.  Please see Jenn in the office, if you 
would like a copy. 

 
 
*************************************************** *************************************************** *********************************
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“Upper Room” daily devotional books are available in the Narthex.  These books are available in 
both small and large print.  If you would like one, feel free to take one.  There is a small offering 
plate next to the books if you would like to leave a donation.  

 
 

*************************************************** *************************************************** *********************************
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The next meeting of the Salem Book Club will be held on Saturday, 
April 24th at 9:00 a.m.  We will consider the book, Stones Into 
Schools.  It is Greg Mortensen’s sequel to Three Cups of Tea.  In his 
latest book, Mortensen brings up to date on the building of schools in 
Afghanistan and Pakistan.  Come and join in on the discussion. 
 
 
*************************************************** *************************************************** ********************************* 
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Thursday, March 18, 2010  

 
 

�  Members Present: Pastor Jerry, Gena Miller, Dan Dauderman, Ron Schmidt, and 
Julann Hastings 

 

�  Pastor Jerry led us in prayer. 
 

�  Carol Reckman led the meeting, and the fund policy and possible projects were 
discussed. 

 

�  We organized with Gena Miller as chair and Julann Hastings as secretary.  
 

�  Pastor Jerry suggested a member of this committee attend the Alhambra-Hamel 
Ministerial Alliance meeting once a month.  

 

�  The next meeting will be on Thursday, April 22, 2010.   
 

�  At the next meeting, we plan to set goals.   
 

�  Also, we are looking for another committee member, if you are interested in mission, 
please contact a committee member or call the church office. 

 

�
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�  If you get melted chocolate all over your hands, you're eating it too slowly.  
 

�  Chocolate covered raisins, cherries, orange slices, and strawberries all count as fruit,        
so eat as many as you want.  

 

�  The problem: How to get two pounds of chocolate home from the store in a hot car.  
The solution: Eat it in the parking lot.  

 

�  Diet tip: Eat a chocolate bar before each meal.  
It'll take the edge off your appetite, and you'll eat less.  

 

�  A nice box of chocolates can provide your total daily intake of calories in one place.       
Isn't that handy?  

 

�  If you can't eat all your chocolate, it will keep in the freezer.                                                                
But if you can't eat all your chocolate, what's wrong with you?  

 

�  If calories are an issue, store your chocolate on top of the fridge.  Calories are afraid of 
heights, and they will jump out of the chocolate to protect themselves.  

 

�  Money talks.  Chocolate sings.  
 

�  Chocolate has many preservatives.  Preservatives make you look younger.  
 

�  Why is there no such organization as Chocoholics Anonymous?  
Because no one wants to quit.  

 

�  Put "eat chocolate" at the top of your list of things to do today.                                                
That way, at least you'll get one thing done.  

 

�  Chocolate is a health food. Chocolate is derived from cacao beans.  
Bean = vegetable. Sugar is derived either from sugar beets or cane, 
both vegetables.  And, of course, the milk/cream is dairy.  So eat 
more chocolate to meet the dietary requirements for daily vegetable 
and dairy intake.  
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Leon Uhe, Secretary & Lorene Uhe, Secretary  
 
 
 

The March meeting of the Men’s Fellowship and Women’s Guild was held on March 18th at 7:00 
p.m.  Anita Cain led us in devotions.  Anita talked to us about the story behind many hymns, and 
then we sang a verse from those hymns, accompanied by Betty Steiner on the piano.  We then 
went to our separate meetings. 

 
 

CHURCHMEN’S FELLOWSHIP  
 

�  The meeting was called to order by President Lewis Knackstedt with 8 members and 
Reverend Amiri in attendance. 

 

�  The Secretary’s and Treasurer’s Reports were read and approved. 
 

�  Under old business, we discussed the Sausage Supper and Family Night. 
  

�  We agreed to give $50 to Eden Seminary and $1,000 to the Sabbatical Fund.  
 

�  The KFC’s care packages postage was $83.56, which we paid for. 
 

�  Under new business, we agreed to pay the $185 copyright license, which gives the 
church permission to copy music.  We also agreed to help with the purchase of an 
AED machine, which is being planned by the Evangelism Committee with help from 
Deaconess College. 

 

�  It was reported that $25 in memorials were made in remembrance of our members, 
Kevin Reckmann and Scott Wernle. 

 

�  Thank You’s were received from Emmaus Homes and Back Bay Mission. 
 

�  Our Golden Ager for April is Bob Mindrup, who will be 90 on April 13th. 
  
 

WOMEN’S GUILD  
 

�  The Women’s Guild meeting was called together by Lorene Knackstedt with 10 
members present.  

 

�  The next scheduled bed pad making nights will be on March 29th at 6:00 p.m. and 
on April 26th at 6:00 p.m. in the Quilting Room. 

 

�  We made 50 bed pads on February 22nd for Alhambra Care Center. 
 

�  We have been asked to serve a noon luncheon for the Licensed Pastors’ Retreat on 
April 17th. 

 

�  We agreed to donate $200 to Salem Church for Parish Hall maintenance. 
 

�  Thank You’s were received from Eden Seminary and Oasis Women’s Center for our 
donations.  

  
Our meetings were adjourned by uniting in the Lord’s Prayer.  
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Family Night was on Saturday, March 20th and 
approximately 109 people attended.  The food and 
entertainment was enjoyed by all.  The entertainment 
was Karen and Timothy Anders, a mother and son, who 
have a puppet ministry called, “His Little Lambs.”  Their 
show shared a Christian message.  Attendance prizes 
were awarded.  Thanks to all who came!!! 
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~ 2010 Easter Lilies ~ 
 

  1.  In memory of our loved ones by Ken & Ginger Gehrig  
  2.  In memory of our loved ones by Vernon & Judy Blom 
  3.  In memory of Sonny & Howard Cain and Vern & Fern Johnson                                                          

 and in honor of Bonnie Cain by Anita K. Cain 
  4.  In memory of Don Beshears  
  by Helen & Jon Beshears and Jed & Brenda Schlechte & family 
  5.  In honor of our parents and grandparents by Leon, Patty, Emily, Chris, & Aaron Uhe 
  6.  In honor of Anita Cain by Ashlie Mindrup 
  7.  In memory of Edward & Martha Abert by their family 
  8.  In honor of Carrie Gibbons’ Confirmation by Don & Dianne Price 
  9.  In honor of our loved ones by Vernon & Aggie Otto 
10.  In memory of our loved ones by Vernon & Aggie Otto 
11.  In honor of our grandsons, Nathan, Tim, Joe, & Lukas Amiri and Elijah Ferch,                                      

 by Pastor Jerry & Carol Amiri 
12.  In memory of Harold and Nancy Krueger by Pastor Jerry & Carol Amiri 
13.  In memory of Mr. & Mrs. George Suhre by Kenneth & Elaine Suhre 
14.  In memory of Mr. & Mrs. James Tice by Kenneth & Elaine Suhre 
15.  In memory of John & Tru Dengler by Larry & Laura Muench 
16.  In memory of Edwin & Lydia Reckman and William & Clara Koenig  
  by Lorman & Karol Reckmann 
17.  In memory of Danny Lee Reckmann and Kevin T. Reckmann  
  by Lorman & Karol Reckmann 
18.  In memory of our loved ones by the Jim Collmann Family 
19.  In memory of Dexter Riechmann by Dave & Jerri Riechmann 
20.  In memory of Joyce Riechmann by Dave & Jerri Riechmann 
21.  In memory of Kevin Reckmann by Deb & Laura Reckmann 
22.  In memory of Kevin Reckmann by Josh, Julie, Paige, & Gavin Kleiboeker 
23.  In memory of our loved ones by Bill & Carol Reckman 
24.  In honor of Anna Renken’s Confirmation by Grandpa & Grandma  
25.  In memory of Bertice Hastings by the Kirk Hastings Family 
26.  In honor of Graham Hastings’ 29th birthday by the Kirk Hastings Family 
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*********************************************  
 

A MESSAGE FROM THE 
STEPHEN MINISTRY 

 
Going through a rough time?  Need to talk? 

 

Crisis.  Grief.  Illness.  Divorce.  Hurting. 
 

You are not alone. 
 

Stephen Ministers are members  
of our congregation who are trained in  
one-on-one ministry and are ready to 

 

Listen, Care, & Encourage. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For a confidential meeting, please call:  
Pastor Jerry (618-488-3215 or 636-328-3332)  
Pastor John (618-488-7188 or 618-409-3941) 

or Betty DeLaurenti (618-654-5143).  
 
*********************************************              

NEED HELP? 
 

Need help with day-to-day needs for a senior? 
Call Christian HomeCare at 537-9590. 

For a ride to the doctor, pharmacy, grocery store, 
call Becky Froman at 488-7663 
for volunteer interfaith drivers. 

 

********************************************* 

NEED FOOD? 
 

Do you need help providing food 
for your family?  Call Highland 
Area Christian Service Ministry at 
654-9295.  

 

********************************************* 
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You are invited to an Open House celebrating the 
90th birthday of Bob Mindrup on Sunday, April 
11th, from 2:00 – 6:00 p.m. at the Alhambra 
Township Center.  Bob’s birthday is on April 13th. 
 

********************************************* 
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Thanks to my Christian friends for your thoughts 
and prayers during my surgery and recovery.  
Thank you also for the calls, visits, cards, and 
food.  I am so appreciative of your many 
kindnesses.  May God richly bless each of you.   
 

Cordially in Christ, Betty DeLaurenti 
 

*********************************************  

*********************************************  
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To My Church Family, 
 

Thank you for all your prayers and concerns 
these past few months.  I am glad to report that 
my cancer is stable at this point, and I will 
continue to receive treatments.  Your continued 
prayers and support are very much appreciated.  
 

God's Blessings! 
   

Ted Henkhaus 
 

*************************************  
 

Dear Friends, 
 

My grandmother delivered my package to me 
while I was at home on leave.  In March, I will be 
leaving for Iraq.  Thank you for thinking of me 
and the troops. 
 

SPC Tom Eyman 
 

*************************************  
 

To the Youth of Salem UCC, 
 

Thank you so much for the care package sent to 
me.  These packages really do mean a lot to us.  
The youth of Salem are thoughtful and caring, 
and I really appreciate it. 
 

Vernon Uhe 
 

*************************************  
 

Dear Salem UCC Youth, 
 

I want to thank each of you for the awesome box 
of goodies you sent.  My buddies and I really 
enjoyed everything.  The cookies were the best!  
Our compliments to the bakers!  Life over the 
desert is crazy and at times very difficult—
especially around the holidays.  We miss our 
family and friends.  But, then we get a chance to 
go into the villages and pass out school supplies 
and goodies to the kids and everything in great!   
 

Thank you again and best wishes. 
 

Capt. Derek Bright 
 

*************************************  
 

Dear Friends at Salem UCC, 
  

Thank you for your January contribution of 
$58.00 to the Highland Animal Shelter.  Your 
donation will be used wisely in benefiting the 
many animals entrusted to our care and will truly 
make a positive difference in their lives. 
 

Christy Parkin,  
Correspondence Volunteer 
 

*********************************************  
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Date Communion / Scripture Readings Sermon 

 

 

April 1 
Maundy Thursday with Communion  

 
 

7pm Worship 

Exodus 12:1-4, (5-10), 11-14 
Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19 

1 Corinthians 11:23-26 
John 13:1-17, 31b-35 

 
 

Pastor Jerry 

 

April 2 
Good Friday 

 
7pm Worship 

Isaiah 52:13-53:12 / Psalm 22 
Hebrews 10:16-25 / John 18:1-19:42 

Hebrews 4:14-16; 5:7-9 

 
Pastor Jerry 

April 4 
Sunrise Easter Worship 

 

 

6am Worship 
 

Pastor Jerry 

April 4 
Easter Worship with Communion  

 

8am Worship 
 

Pastor Jerry 

April 4 
Easter Worship with Communion  

 

10am Worship 

 

Acts 10:34-43 
Isaiah 65:17-25 

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 
1 Corinthians 15:19-26 

John 20:1-18 
Luke 24:1-12 

 

Pastor Jerry 
 

April 11 
Heritage Sunday   

 
 

10am Worship 
Acts 5:27-32 / Psalm 118:14-29 
Psalm 150 / Revelations 1:4-8 

John 20:19-31  

 
 

Pastor Jerry 
 

 

April 18 
 

10am Worship 
Acts 9:1-6, (7-20) / Psalm 30 

Revelations 5:11-14 / John 21:1-19 

 

Pastor John 
 

April 25 
Praise Worship 

 

10am Worship 
 

Acts 9:36-43 / John 10:22-30 
Psalm 23 / Revelations 7:9-17  

 

Pastor Jerry  
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Feb. 24 
7 p.m. 

Feb. 28 
10 a.m. 

Mar. 3 
7 p.m. 

Mar. 7 
10 a.m. 

Mar. 10 
7 p.m. 

Mar. 14 
10 a.m. 

Mar. 17 
7 p.m. 

Mar. 21 
10 a.m. 

Mar. 24 
7 p.m. 

51  167 64 166 37 150 57 165 60 
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Thursday, April 1st Salem Chancel Choir  
Friday, April 2nd Solo 
Sunday, April 4th Salem Chancel Choir 
Sunday, April 11th  Old Songs/Memories Skit 
Sunday, April 18th  Salem Chancel Choir 
Sunday, April 25th Praise Team 

  Date         Acolytes    Greeter(s)    Liturgist   Recorder                     Ushers 
 Apr. 1 
 (7pm) 
 

   
   ------------------  

  Dick & Fern 
     Scheller  

    
    ---------- 

    Larry  
   McGee   

     Doug & Nancy Heidbrink 
        Irving & Lorena Gray 
            Brenda Schlechte      

 Apr. 2 
 (7pm) 
  

  
   ------------------ 

 Verna Gilley      
    ---------- 

     Patti  
 Reckmann 

         Wayne & Alice Stille 
   Betty Zweck / Nancy Zweck 
              Leroy Engelke 

 Apr. 4 
 (8am) 

Jordan Braundmeier 
       Tori Lynn 

 Verna Gilley     Marilyn 
  Korsmeyer 

     Patti 
 Reckmann 
  

         Wayne & Alice Stille 
   Betty Zweck / Nancy Zweck 
              Leroy Engelke 

 Apr. 4 
(10am) 

Addison Korsmeyer 
 Dakota Reckman 

  Gale Bolen Scott Demkey     Scott  
  Demkey 
 

        Richelle Braundmeier 
  Betty DeLaurenti / Steve Lynn 
Dennis Conrad / Sandy Ahlmeyer 

Apr. 11 
(10am) 

     Jordan Lynn 
  Darrin Reinhardt 

Rick & Kathy  
     Porter 

    Laverne 
  Korsmeyer 
 

     Ron  
  Mindrup 

        Bill & Carol Reckman 
       Dave & Ronna Renken 
             Bob Dauderman 

Apr. 18 
 (10am) 

Amanda Korsmeyer 
    Laura Renken 
  

Doug & Nancy 
   Heidbrink 

 Irving Gray  Lawrence  
 Henschen    

     Dean & Sherri Korsmeyer 
       Brett & Jenn Henschen 
                 Jill Verson 

Apr. 25 
(10am) 

Jordan Braundmeier 
       Tori Lynn 
 

 Sharon Hanes      Darrin 
  Reinhardt 

    Larry 
   McGee    

          Laverne Korsmeyer 
   Dan Dauderman / Judy Blom 
   Laura Muench / Paige Basler  
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April 1  

Donnie Reagan 
 

April 2  
Donna Miller 

Chad Schuster 
 

April 3  
Steve Stille 

Larry Bloemker 
Tyler Reinhardt 

 

April 4  
Justin Stumpf 

 

April 5  
Ginny Gehrig 
Rick Porter 

Michael Dauderman 
 

April 6  
Alexander Dugan 

April 7  
Jim Collmann 
Sarah Randle 

 

April 8  
Andy Miller 

 

April 9  
James Kirk 
Brian Suhre 

Heath Follwell 
 

April 10  
Ron Mindrup 
Jessica Mills 

Derek Ahlmeyer 
 

April 11  
Dan Dauderman 

Erin Brown 
 

April 12  
Linda Korsmeyer 

Jim Annable 
 

April 13  
Bob Mindrup 

 

April 14  
Keith Greear 
Kieran Mettler 

Bethany Reckmann 
Riley Mansholt 

 

April 17  
Maxine Wernle 
Eugene Froman 

 

April 18  
Joe Reinhardt 

Richard Harper 
 

April 19  
Elinor Stille 
Colby Hosto 

Coltin Sumner 
 

April 20  
Steve Lynn 

 

April 21  
LaDonna Karpan 
Casey Cornejo 
Destiny Odle 

 

April 22  
Kevin Brink 

Sarah Doubet 
 

April 23  
Jenna Uhe 

 

April 24  
June Lienemann 

April 24  
Don Merkle 

Matt Collmann 
 

April 25  
Joseph Whitworth 

Lacey Buzick 
 

April 26  
Collin Reckman 
Joseph Sanders 

 

April 27  
Jean Wirz 

 

April 28  
David Poggemoeller 

 

April 29  
Peter Babic 

Jeremy Schmidt 
Bianca Valsecchi 
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Continue to Pray for:  
 

Tom Glassmaker 
Don Yates 
Brandy Starko 
Betty DeLaurenti 
Verna Gilley 
Toby Suhre 
Virgil Suhre 
Marie Mindrup 
Bob Dugan   
Helen Dugan 
Jim Collmann 
Tristan Watson 
Wayne Gentry 
Debbie Renken  – Sister of Dave Renken  
Fred Monk  – Son-in-Law of Bob Mindrup  

 
 

Nursing Home & Assisted Living:  
 

Udell Wehling – Hitz Memorial Home 
Thelma Schallenberg – Hitz Memorial Home 
Margie Kline – Hitz Memorial Home 
Myrtle Zweck  – Hitz Memorial Home 
Orlean Hosto  – Hitz Memorial Home 
Louise Noeth  – Hitz Memorial Home 
Mamie Ernst  – Hitz Memorial Home 
Adelia Leuscher  – Alhambra Care Center 
Dorothy Knabel – Faith Countryside Apts. 
Lois Lane  – Glen Haven Gardens of Alton 

 
Please Pray for the Families of:  

 

Kevin Reckmann  
Who passed away on March 5, 2010 

 

Scott Wernle  
Who passed away on March 7, 2010 
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 04/01/2005 Jeff & Alicia McGee 
 04/07/2007 Adam & Megan Mollet 
 04/08/1973 Mike & Mary Stumpf 
 04/12/2003 Dan & Casey Cornejo 
 04/16/1977 Ron & Rhonda Schmidt 
 04/22/1983 Doug & Nancy Heidbrink 
 04/22/1994 Mitch & Sharyn Gieseking 
 04/24/1949 Hilbert & Verna Klenke 
 04/24/1965 Tom & Marjorie Glassmaker 
 04/27/1962 Jim & Shirley Collmann 
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Thursday        Apr. 1   7:00pm Maundy Thurs. Worship with Altar Communion 
Friday         Apr. 2  7:00pm Good Friday Worship 
       Deadline for Easter Egg Goodies   
Saturday        Apr. 3            9:00am Youth Group Will Hide Easter Eggs. 
             10:00am KFC Easter Egg Hunt 
Sunday        Apr. 4  6:00am Sunrise Easter Worship 
     7:00am Easter Breakfast 
     8:00am Easter Worship with Communion 
     8:45am Salem Seekers (Sunday School) 
             10:00am Easter Worship with Altar Communion 
       Confirmands Will Take Their First Communion.   
Monday        Apr. 5     Church Office Will Be Closed Today.  
     7:00pm Property Committee Meeting 
     7:00pm Youth Director Search Committee Meeting 
     7:00pm Cub Scouts Meeting in the Parish Hall 
Tuesday        Apr. 6  6:00pm Evangelism Committee Meeting 
     6:00pm Girl Scouts Meeting in the Parish Hall  
     7:15pm Worship Committee Meeting  
Wednesday        Apr. 7  6:00pm Salem Chimes Practice 
     7:00pm BOCE Meeting 
Thursday        Apr. 8            7:00pm   Church Council Meeting 
Saturday        Apr. 10  6:30pm Youth Night 
Sunday        Apr. 11  8:45am Salem Seekers (Sunday School) 
             10:00am Worship – Heritage Sunday 

 Monday         Apr. 12    Church Office Will Be Closed Today.  
Tuesday        Apr. 13   1:00pm Senior Citizens Fellowship 
     7:00pm  Stephen Ministry Meeting  
Wednesday        Apr. 14  6:00pm Salem Chimes Practice 
     6:30pm Salem Ringers Practice 
     7:30pm Salem Chancel Choir Practice   
Thursday        Apr. 15  7:00pm Guild & Brotherhood Meeting 
Saturday        Apr. 17      9:30-3:00pm IL South Conference Licensed Pastors Retreat 
Sunday        Apr. 18            8:45am Salem Seekers (Sunday School) 
             10:00am Worship 
Monday        Apr. 19        Church Office Will Be Closed Today.   
     7:00pm 2010 Celebration Committee Meeting 
     7:00pm  Cub Scouts Meeting in the Parish Hall 
Tuesday        Apr. 20  9:00am May Messenger Articles Due 
     6:00pm Girl Scouts Meeting in the Parish Hall  
     7:00pm Historical Committee Meeting 
     7:00pm Re-Engage  
Wednesday        Apr. 21  6:00pm Salem Chimes Practice 
     6:30pm Salem Ringers Practice 
     7:30pm Salem Chancel Choir Practice 
Thursday        Apr. 22  7:00pm Mission Committee Meeting   
Saturday        Apr. 24  9:00am Salem Book Club 
Sunday        Apr. 25              8:45am Salem Seekers (Sunday School) 
             10:00am Praise Worship 
       Long Range Planning Workshop 
Monday        Apr. 26    Church Office Will Be Closed Today.  
     6:00pm Bed Pad Making in the Quilting Room 
Wednesday        Apr. 28  6:00pm Salem Chimes Practice 
     6:30pm Salem Ringers Practice 
     7:30pm Salem Chancel Choir Practice   
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All events and meetings need to be booked on the calendar  
directly with the Office Coordinator, who has the master calendar.  

 Thank you. 



 

PLEASE NOTICE:  
 

Procedures for All to Follow  
Regarding Reimbursements & Bills 

Needing Payment by Salem UCC’s Treasurer  
 

There is a form that has to be filled out for all 
reimbursements and bills to be paid, which may 
be found in the church office. 
 

All requests for reimbursements and bills to be 
paid MUST have a receipt or a bill attached.   
 

If you have any questions, please ask Jennifer 
Henschen or Pastor Jerry Amiri. 
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Salem United Church of Christ                 
1117 West North Street  
Alhambra, Illinois 62001 
Phone: 618-488-3215 
Fax: 618-488-3212 
 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED  
 
Rev. Jerry Amiri, Senior Pastor 
Pastor John Mindrup, Licensed Assistant Pastor 
Rev. Arnold A. Bizer, Pastor Emeritus 
Jennifer Henschen, Office Coordinator 
Betty Steiner, Organist & Music Director 
Dawn Reinhardt, Assistant Music Director 
Patti Reckmann, Custodian 

      The April Messenger 
        
                                                ~ A Communication Ministry of Salem United Church of Christ ~ 
  

                                                                      Church’s Email: salemuccalh@agtelco.com  
                                                                         Pastor’s Email:  jerryamiri@hotmail.com 
                                                                             Web Address: www.salemuccalh.org  
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